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INSIDE:  Mission of the Month – Relay for Life!…Holy Week….Lutheran World Relief Deadline…A Box to Fill…Fresh Flowers Needed for Easter Morning…Milestone Ministry…Silent Auction…Sunday School Teacher Appreciation…Field Trip….Lots of Thanks…


Dear Friends in Christ,


“Love, Love, Love – that’s what it’s all about….God loves you, we love each other, mother, father, sister, brother – everybody scream and shout, that’s what it’s all about – it’s about Love, Love, Love – It’s about Love, Love, Love.”  

Ever heard that old time Sunday School song before?  I remember singing it all the time and I think there were even hand motions.  Not sure.  But the one thing I am sure of…is that love is what we need and desire each day – God’s love in our lives.

And there is no other time in the church year than now that we hear and feel and know God’s love more than through Holy Week and Easter.  

Is it just me, or have these 40 days of Lent gone by so quickly?  As I write this I wait with expectant joy for the glorious wonders of Holy Week.  During the season of Lent we prepare our hearts for Easter.  We journey to the cross – reminding ourselves anew of what Jesus has done for us.  That Jesus loved us so much that he was willing to suffer and die for us.  Jesus died so that our sins would be forgiven and we could be part of God’s family forever. What words and deeds could express such love than these?


As our 40-day journey comes to a close we embark on a new leg of the voyage to the cross as we celebrate Palm Sunday (April 5th) and wave our branches along with the crowd expressing our anticipated joy of the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  This is a triumph that quickly turns to death on a cross.  That same Sunday we hear and remember the whole story of this love.  


Then Holy Week begins and we sit at the Lord’s Table as he washes our feet and where we receive that tangible love in the body and blood of Christ.  At the end of the Maundy Thursday worship service we strip the altar to remember the somber atmosphere of the next step to the cross.  Good Friday arrives and we sit in darkness and ask ourselves “were you there” when this happened to our God, our Lord on Calvary.  Our service ends with the closing of the tomb and we leave in darkness and silence to await the resurrection.


Suddenly the church and sanctuary, as well as everyone around, become alive again on Sunday morning with new sights, sounds and smells of a new life in Christ.  Praise be to God!!


I can’t wait to live this all again – in word and in deed.  Can you?


I encourage and invite you to join us for every part of the journey – from Palm/Passion Sunday to the Easter Resurrection.  Missing the steps in between means missing part of the story of God’s love.  Why would we miss such a love story?


One family told me that they couldn’t come to these somber worship services because their children were too wild and noisy during such a quiet time of our faith.  Hmm---not a good enough excuse (in my humble opinion).  While it may be tempting to exclude the children from the solemn and sad moments of Holy Week we can’t bring them fully to the joy of Easter without these moments.  To overlook the passion of Christ is to give our children cheap grace (as Dietrich Bonhoeffer puts it!).  There are many things of this world that are important to shield our children (and maybe ourselves) from, but the death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior is not one of them.


I’ll see you on each step of the journey to the cross.


In Christ,

Pastor Jennifer (
Clarence W. Hall:  “If Easter says anything to us today, it says this: You can put truth in a grave, but it won't stay there. You can nail it to a cross, wrap it in winding sheets and shut it up in a tomb, but it will rise!”

The Symbols of Easter


Christianity has many symbols; the most recognizable is, of course, the cross.  There are a number of symbols linked with Easter or the Resurrection:  the butterfly, the lily, the pomegranate, the phoenix and the peacock.
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The butterfly represents the Resurrection and eternal life.  It emerges from its cocoon or chrysalis and gloriously rises into the sky in its splendid new body.  Similarly, Jesus and his followers are born into a new life on Easter.

The lily is perhaps the most common Easter symbol because it’s displayed during Easter worship services and blooms around this time each year.  The lily’s bulb decays in the earth, yet new life sprouts from it in the form of the flower – reminiscent of the new life that emerged from the tomb so many years ago.
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The pomegranate is used as a symbol of the power of Christ and his Resurrection because of the many seeds that burst forth from the fruit.  These seeds represent the many believers who follow Christ.  They also represent the magnificence of divine grace and the fruitfulness of the Word.

The peacock sheds his feathers annually.  Each year the feathers grow back more beautiful and more brilliant in color.  This renewal symbolizes eternal life or resurrection.  

    


Here’s a good myth for you.  The phoenix was a mythical bird that lived in the Arabian Desert for 500 years.  It set its own nest on fire and perished in the flames.  But on the 3rd it rose from its own ashes and ascended into the sky as a new and beautiful creature.  It’s easy to see why the phoenix represents immortal life and the Resurrection.  Really???

Brown bag ministry


Do you drive in to Austin, San Marcos, San Antonio at least once a month?  Or maybe more often?  When you are there, do you see the people standing on the street corners with signs asking for help – money or food?  If so, then we have something for you!


There are brown bags available for you to take (as many as you’d like) with you.  Each bag contains food items (water, Vienna sausages, fruit snack, 2 granola bars, a napkin, fork and saltine crackers) and a bible verse.  Please be sure to take some with you and leave them in your car.  When you drive up to a street corner you don’t have to roll up the window or turn the other way --- you can offer something to folks in need.  


You will find the bags on top of the mailboxes in the church.  Remember to take as many or as few as you need.

Easter Sunday --- fresh flowers needed


This year we are going to be “Flowering the Cross” during our Easter worship.  But we need  your help.  Please bring a handful or at least one fresh flower to worship on Easter morning as we join in the celebration of the Resurrection.

We have been on the long 40-day Lenten journey to the cross.  Along the way we learned more and more about this great love of God to give His Son for us so that we might have life and have it abundantly.  At the end of this journey we remember his last meal with his disciples (and us) as well as reflect upon his death on the cross.  We leave our worship space on Friday night in a somber darkness to return again on Easter morning with fresh sights, smells and sounds.

As we sing our praises to the Lord we will Flower the Cross with new life – new and fresh colors and smells as we rejoice in the power of God in the resurrection.   

FYI --- This cross will make a beautiful backdrop for Easter Family Pictures!!

                                             [image: image2.wmf]
Mission of the month:  Relay for life

This month we are invited to give some extra support to Relay for Life.  Relay For Life is the American Cancer Society’s signature activity. It offers everyone in a community an opportunity to participate in the fight against cancer. 

It is a life-changing event that brings together more than 3.5 million people to celebrate the lives of those who have battled cancer. The strength of survivors inspires others to continue to fight.  It’s a time to remember loved ones lost to the disease. At Relay, people who have walked alongside people battling cancer can grieve and find healing.  It’s an opportunity for people who have been touched by cancer to come together and put an end to the disease.

Wimberley’s event will take place May 16-17.  We are yet unsure if we will have a team to Relay – but money can still be given towards the event and the cure.  We can support the efforts of Relay as teams of people from all walks of life have fun while raising much-needed funds to fight cancer and raise awareness of cancer prevention and treatment.

If you would like to make a contribution, please indicate on your offering envelope or check that is it designated for Relay for Life.

Anyone who is interested in participating in the American Cancer Society's Relay for Life on May 16, 2009, please contact Nancy Carney at 847-9329.  The registration fee is $10 per team.  Currently LCR has no team and we'd like to establish one.
LUTHERAN LIVER LOVERS AND/OR DINNER NIGHT OUT


Ed’s Old Windmill now has a new name – The Windmill- still the same good food and still the home of our Lutheran Liver Lovers nights.  In April we have a conflict in that our Liver Lovers’ night falls on Maundy Thursday so we will be skipping Liver Lovers for this month but will go again in May.


Dinner Night Out will be on April 23rd as we travel to Trudy’s in Austin.  Check with Nancy Volotko for details about Trudy’s.

Lutheran World Relief --- DEADLINE IS HERE!!

This means all soap, layettes, school, health and sewing kits and quilts need to be completed!  We will be boxing up these items for shipment to San Antonio (thank you Mel & Signe Griffin) on Monday, April 13th. If you are available to help with the packing please talk to Colleen or Doris King.  Please be sure to have all of your items up to the church by April 5th.  Thank you everyone for your help in sharing God’s love with people from around the world. 

Milestone Ministry:

First communion – Maundy Thursday


Together we will celebrate with Ian McGar as he joins us at Christ’s table to receive this life giving meal.  Please be in prayer for Ian and Pam as together we celebrate this milestone.  


First- year baptismal Anniversary – may 3rd

As a community of faith we will honor and celebrate with Savannah Cargill on her first anniversary of her baptism.  We will honor her and her family with a blessing and gift during worship.  In-between services plan to come early or stay late as we will share the blessings of the gift of baptism with one another.  We will gather around our “Blessing Bowl” and share stories of baptism and what baptism means to us.  See you at the Blessing Bowl.

silent auction


The youth group’s silent auction items are out and up for bidding!  Bidding is open until Sunday, April 12th during the Easter Brunch.  Any close bids will be subject for live auction during the Brunch.  So please be here to bid and get the item you desire!  Bid often – bid generously.  All proceeds go toward helping the young people go to summer camp this year.  Thrivent will be providing matching funds.  Thank you for everyone that donated items to the cause.  They are fabulous!  See you at the bidding tables!!

New Members – Directory additions

Please add the following information to your directory and welcome these new comers to the LCR community.

Chester and Debbie Bammel

1083 Oak Hollow Way

Canyon Lake, TX  78133   830-935-2102

Dianne and Travis Kilpatrick with son Colten

2 Springwood

Wimberley, TX   78676   512-618-1046

Peter and Kit Locke

1430 Skyline Dr

Canyon Lake, TX  78133   830-237-2411

Dorcy Rhea

200 Skyline Acres

Wimberley, TX  78676    847-9376

  Correction for Pam Longoria

Phone Number:  830-833-5738

Amigos de jesus

On April 11, 2009, LCR will be serving tacos to the migrant workers in the parking lot of St. Mary's Catholic Church.  The tacos will be made by Ben Raska and his youth assistants and served by Harriet Powell, and Fred and Nancy Carney.  We anticipate starting the serving at 6:45am and hope to reach 25 workers.  Please be in prayer for the efforts of this ministry as we reach out in love to all of our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Sunday school teacher appreciation – May 3rd 


We will be showing our appreciation toward our dedicated Sunday School Teachers on May 3 with "Punch on the Porch" and snacks.  Our Sunday School Teachers spend a lot of time preparing lessons and teaching our youth.  Through their dedication, teachers enable students to broaden their knowledge of the Bible, God, and improve their relationship with Jesus Christ.  So join us on May 3 in showing our appreciation for our Sunday School teachers for "Punch on the Porch."

Prayer Shawl


This dedicated group of knitters and crocheters will meet on April 4th at Harriet Powell’s home at 1:00 p.m. If you would like to come, please sign the sheet on the welcome table.

field trip


A trip has been organized for interested folks to travel to Schulenburg and tour the Painted Churches on Friday, May 8th.  We will leave from the church and visit 2 churches in the morning, break for lunch and then visit 2 more churches in the afternoon. There is a fee of $10 with an additional group charge of $40.00 for our guide.  This will be divided among the people going on the tour that day.  Lunch will be your responsibility as well.  We will make reservations at the Oakridge Smokehouse, which serves a buffet. This should be a wonderful trip.  Watch the welcome table for the sign up sheet. Any question contact Colleen Kaye at 847-3386 or 847-5121.

Jr. High Lock In 


April 24-25 at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Canyon Lake.  The theme focuses on “Go Green” for Earth Day.  If you’d like more information on times and the event itself, please contact Pastor Dawn at St. Andrew’s (830) 899-2273.
Mexican train


An event that takes place each month at the church – and is open to all who wish to come and join the fun.  In case you aren’t aware – this is a dominoes game.  If you’ve never heard of it and wish to learn – come and join us.  Whether you are an expert or a beginner – you will fit right in with this crowd of LCR folks.  We play on the 3rd Thursday of the month, beginning at 12:30pm.  The next play date is April 16th.  If you would like to be on the e-mail list of dates, please contact Shirley Schliessmann.  

Bishop Mark Hanson to Visit Austin, TX


On Saturday, April 25th @ 2:00pm the ELCA Presiding Bishop Hanson will be at St. Martin’s Lutheran Church in Austin as they celebrate their church’s 125th Anniversary.  You are invited to join in fellowship with Bishop Hanson at an Open Forum and Reception on Saturday.  Please RSVP to (512) 476-6757 or e-mail yalvarez@saintmartins.org if you’d like to attend this reception.  Bishop Hanson will also deliver the sermon during St. Martin’s worship on Sunday, April 26th.  If you have any questions or need further information about this special weekend, please call the number above or visit St. Martin’s website at www.saintmartins.org.
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We continue to pray for all who are ill and recovering and receiving treatments or testing and for James Pollock, Carol Adams, Brooke Sleeper, Jan and Larry Fuhr (parents of Pastor Jennifer), Pat Krupinsky (cousin of Harriet Powell), Laverne Williams, Lou Cooper (mother of Carol Klepper), Lore Timmer (sister of Al Strobel), Suzie Vecine (cousin of Felicia Neigut), Brenda Arnoni  (friend of Brenda Moore), Rendy Hutto (friend of Paul and Brenda Moore), Dorothy Marquette (friend of Felicia Neigut), Colleen Toppett (neice of Beverley Ladzinski), Marilyn Kowalski, and Susan Loosen (friend of Jim and Sandy Thomas), David (grandson of Brenda and Paul Moore), Jim Reidener (friend of Doris King), Christa Bax, and Doris Kowalski.

Please be in prayer for our family and friends who are serving our country either stateside or overseas.   Please pray daily for peace in our world, particularly in the Middle East, and for all who suffer the consequences of war.  Please pray daily for those who are hungry and for those who serve them.  Please be in prayer daily for the Lord to replenish the earth as He sees fit.

WE CAN’T THANK YOU ENOUGH!   

Thank you to all who cleaned our section on the highway…..Dirk and Carol Dierking, Dave, Angie, Ian, and Faith Hasness, Brandon Merkord, Al Strobel, Jason Valentine, John Bradshaw, and Carol Klepper.

Thank you to Fred and Nancy Carney for hiring Jose to trim our trees.  They look wonderful!  Thank you for your financial contribution for this project.

Dear Prayer Shawl Team,


Thank you for your wonderful gift of love and prayers through the prayer shawl you gave us.  It is a lovely gift of the heart.





Bobbie & Hugh Ellington

Look what you have accomplished!

Through your commitment to tithe to the Southwestern Texas Synod we have contributed $14,230.00 to the overall mission and ministry of our Synod.  May God’s blessings be upon this contribution and the ministries it supports.  
INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLING


Don’t forget one of LCR’s steps to Go Green! Be sure to bring in your ink cartridges (in a small Ziploc bag) for recycling.  This is an easy way for each of us to be good stewards of God’s creation.  [No laser or toner cartridges (Epson) accepted.]  Our first recycling check arrived and was given to the youth fund. 

Community in Schools


An agency designed to keep kids in school, is looking for mentors to work with all ages of children in Comal County.  Mentoring is done at the various schools, including Canyon Lake High School. An orientation will be provided.  Please contact Mossa Steel @ 830-620-4242, ext. 12 for more information or speak with Carol Klepper for more immediate info.

Office hours Reminder

Office Administrator (Colleen)


Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings – 9:00am-12:00pm

Pastor Jennifer


Monday  - 10:00am-2:00pm


Wednesday – 10:00am – 5:00pm


Pastor is available at other times via an appointment.

We share this information as a reminder ---- any phone calls or e-mails will not be returned to you after Noon on Thursday until Monday morning. 






        HOLY WEEK

Worship Services

           Thursday 7:30 p.m.
    Maundy Thursday with Holy Communion

Friday
7:30 p.m.
Good Friday
Tenebrae or Service of Darkness

Easter Sunday

Worship Services 
8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Easter Brunch and Egg Hunt 
9:50 a.m.

May Events - Mark Your Calendars! – Watch for more details later. 

May

  
  3 – Punch on the Porch after worship & Teacher Appreciation

        Confirmation, 4pm @ Holy Cross, Austin 

  8 – Field Trip to the Painted Churches in Schulenburg

16 – Relay For Life Community Event

16-17 – Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly



Mike & Shirley Schliessmann and Pastor Jennifer will be attending.

     





   VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

	
	
	5
	12
	19
	26
	 

	Readers
	8:30
	Fred Carney
	Jo Anne Miller
	Beverly Ladzinski
	Jim Thomas 


	 

	
	11:00
	T Temoney
	Mimi Clemens
	Melinda Ellisor
	Dave Clemens
	

	Worship

Assistant
	8:30
	Mike Schliessmann
	Colleen Kaye
	Shirley Schliessmann
	Jim Vantine
	

	
	11:00
	Harvey Hohmann
	Dirk Dierking
	Doris King
	Paul Toudouze
	

	Acolytes
	8 :30
	Shirley Schliessmann
	Hannah Raska
	Felicia Neigut
	Pepita Thompson
	

	
	11:00
	Faith Hasness 
	Ian McGar
	Sam Ellisor
	Ian Hasness
	

	Ushers


	8:30
	Erlandsons
	Schliessmanns
	Mettenbrink & Valentine 
	Griffins
	

	
	11:00
	Pat & Jody Johnson
	Aldermans
	J. Bradshaw & J. Ellisor
	Dierkings
	

	Child Care
	11:00
	Whitney Cargill
	Pam Longoria
	Madelyn Raska
	S. Schliessmann
	

	Hospitality
	8:30

11:00
	Jan Erlandson

Lori Temoney
	Jo Anne Miller
Carol Dierking
	Beverly Ladzinski

Shirley Kopp
	Signe Griffin

Mimi Clemens
	

	Altar Guild
	8:30

11:00
	S. Schliessmann

Harvey Hohmann 
	S.Schliessmann

Carol Dierking
	Beverly Ladzinski

Carol Klepper
	Signe Griffin

Mimi Clemens
	

	Flowers
	
	PALM SUNDAY
	EASTER LILIES
	Hollingers
	 
	


NOTE TO READERS:  The Scripture readings for the week you serve will be in your box at the beginning of the month.  We encourage you to take them home and read through them prior to your Sunday to share your gift with the congregation.  

Pronunciation Guides are available – one under the Lecturn (where you read) and the other in the Church office.  Feel free to take and use them whenever needed.

	IMPORTANT MESSAGE:

If you can’t be present on the Sunday you are signed up to serve, please remember to find your own replacement!!  

This is vital to making sure all leadership roles are filled each week.  

Thanks!   (
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	04-02
	Mike Schliessmann
	04-17


	Lillian Blake
	
	

	04-04
	Hannah Raska
	04-18
	Emily Polhemus
	
	Happy Anniversary


	04-06
	Travis Kilpatrick
	04-22
	Joyce Bradshaw
	04-04
	 Doug & Mickie Ladd

	04-07
	James Hollinger
	04-24
	Kelly Masters
	04-13
	 Fred & Nancy Carney

	04-08
	Tammy Nelms
	04-24
	Emily Merkord
	04-20
	 Al & Jan Erlandson

	04-10
	Fred Carney
	04-25
	Kevin Kaye
	04-21
	 Brian & Lynn Alderman

	04-13
	Stephen Hohmann
	04-28 
	Lynn Alderman
	04-21
	Steve & Sherry Thompson

	04-14
	Barrett Polhemus
	04-28
	Sally Sherwood 
	
	

	04-15
	Paula Johnson
	04-29
	Carla Lichtenberger
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	CONGRATULATIONS !

	Note:  If we missed your special day or printed it incorrectly, please notify the church office…



The Chronicles


                                Lutheran Church of the Resurrection		


			           RR 12 & Spoke Hill Rd		


   Wimberley, Texas    512-847-3386





Web page: � HYPERLINK "http://www.welcometonewlife.org" ��www.welcometonewlife.org�       		 Pastor : Jennifer Fuhr                                  


E-mail:    Office@welcometonewlife.org			Office Admin: Colleen Kaye
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