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God's work. Our hands.




INSIDE:  Family Fun Night…Rally Sunday – Wet, Wild, Wonderful Learning…Teaching/Learning Possibilities…New Music…Lots of Thanks…Children and Youth Events…Back To School Fiesta……
Dear Friends in Christ,

Have you ever prepared, organized, and geared up for a meeting, event or occasion?  Prayed about the content and possible results?  Thought you were ready for whatever would come of the discussion?  THEN after all of that – you get to the gathering and it goes in a completely different direction. AND the results were even more than you could imagine!!  No, you haven’t?  Well then I invite you into my shoes.  Meetings around here - at LCR - are terrific.  Full of wonder, full of faithfulness, full of enthusiasm, full of prayer and wonder.  What a blessing!!

“…How much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!” (Matthew 7:11)

Jesus is laying down the rules of conduct in this passage for those who have His Spirit.  He urges us to keep our mind filled with the knowledge that God is in control, which means that a disciple must maintain an attitude of trust and an eagerness to ask and to seek.  No matter how much we prepare, how ready we think we are for a meeting, for a birth of a child, for a marriage, an event, a day of life…..it is in God’s hands, filled with His blessings of promise, hope and love.

Fill our minds with the thought that God is there.  Lay down all our expectations and be of an open mind and heart.  See the opportunities and possibilities unfold before us.  And once that happens and our minds are truly filled with the Spirit of trust and promise - we will be full.  Then, when a life situation throws us a curve ball or turns us in a different direction – we are ready – because we know that it is a natural thing when difficulties and uncertainties arise.  And we will be filled with hope.

There is much room for that here – in this place – and in our community we serve.  As new things happen in the coming months, I invite us all to be of an open mind and open heart to the workings of the Lord.  Faithful leaders have gathered and prayed over these ministries – education, worship, youth, children, outreach, stewardship, discipleship – waiting and listening for the voice of God to guide us in His direction.  It may not be our idea because our direction is the Lord’s, whom we serve.  

Keep the thought that the mind of God is behind all things strong and growing.  Therefore, you can rest perfect confidence in Him.    

Lord God, thank you for guiding us and leading us to paths unknown.  As we continue to hear your voice in our church, in our homes, in our workplaces, help us to take our faith with us wherever we go.  Help us to more clearly put our trust and confidence in You.  Strengthen us when we are weak and uphold us in our work as we continue to be a living community of faith.  Amen.

Blessings and Peace,

Pastor Jennifer (
“We are not meant to be seen as God’s perfect, bright-shining examples, but to be seen as the everyday essence of ordinary life exhibiting the miracle of His grace.”

Oswald Chambers, “My Utmost for His Highest.”

Teaching and Learning Possibilities

“It’s such a gift to be a teacher.”  Lynn Raska

“I just love the kids!”  Pam Longoria

“It’s inspiring to see children’s minds work.  [Teaching] gives me an opportunity to take the learning and studies to other children….spreading the Good News….being a church on the move.”  Emily Merkord

These are just a few of the gifted teachers serving the young people in our Sunday School Ministry this year.  Would you like to join the team?  We could use some people – just like you - to help share the faith with others on Sunday mornings.  We are looking for team players to team-teach ---- all ages of classrooms are available.  

Reasons Not To Help Teach:

“Time commitment.”  Nope – there are team positions open.  You would not have to teach every Sunday.

“I don’t know if I can teach.  I don’t know enough.”  Not true.  The Spirit calls us at all levels of learning to share what we know and to learn as we go!  Besides, there is always prep info on the lesson plan, so just follow the curriculum.

Reasons To Help Teach:

Enlightening, challenging, rewarding….just read those quotes again! Who knows, this could be just the thing you need in your life!

So, do you feel the Spirit calling you to serve on an occasional Sunday?  Then contact one of the teachers listed above, Harriet Powell, or Pastor Jennifer to discuss where your gifts can touch the most lives.

Needed:

High Chairs – used or new.  We are looking for 2-4 high chairs so our little kiddos can get up to the tables for our festivities.  It doesn’t matter whether they are with tables or push up to a table….we are just in need.  Contact the church office if you need more information.

Animal and fencing.  We need a cow or donkey – a medium to large size animal that deposits large patties.  You’ll see why in September!!  Contact Emily Merkord if you have these animals or know someone that does.

Website Update

Have you checked out www.welcometonewlife.org lately?  If not, go there today!!  Take some time to notice the updates.  If you have information or pictures you would like to contribute, please let us know.  office@welcometonewlife.org or pastor@welcometonewlife.org
New Members at LCR

Please add the following to your directory…..

Nancy and Fred Carney




Jim & Melinda Ellisor

575 A Winding Trail





    Sam & Ethan

Wimberley, TX  78676



  (Information already in the directory)


512-847-9329

Joseph Kulivan




New e-mail address for Bunky Layton

36 Marina Circle





bunkyl2@verizon.net

Wimberley, TX  78676




bunkyl (l as in Layton)

The Big Serve

What a great day!  It is estimated that about 500 volunteers from all different faith communities came together to serve the Wimberley Public Schools on Sunday, July 20th.  One person’s comment: “What an amazing blessing this day has been.  Folks commented on how working alongside their neighbors built a new feeling of community that they really appreciated.  Some of the parents with kids were glad to give their kids the example of service to the schools.  Everyone was thrilled to have the opportunity to worship God through service, and many said we need to do it every year!”

Thank you to anyone and everyone that contributed your time, money and prayers to the project.  If you’d like to see pictures of the great event go to www.thebigserve.site.shutterfly.com/  Be sure to read the Thank You from the School Board President!

New Worship Music

It’s time to begin venturing forth in the ELW!  So, beginning August 10th we will get underway in the process of learning new worship liturgies at both services.  Starting 15 minutes prior to each service, our worship team will be introducing new sections of the liturgy.  Please take some time to come early and join us.  We plan to implement the new service elements beginning in September.   

With My Song I Will Praise Him (Psalm 28:7)

Plans are underway to organize a “seasonal” choir for special events and seasons of the church year.  Bunky Layton will coordinate and direct the choir, with practices to be held only as needed to prepare for such events.  No nighttime driving is involved – we’ll even stop by to pick you up, if driving at any time is a concern.  Everyone is welcome and all voices are needed!

Sign up slips are located on the Welcome Table.  Talk to Bunky if you need more information.  We want you and need you to help us “make a joyful noise unto the Lord”!
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Strengthen Outreach with Your Investment Dollars

Would you like to earn interest on your investments while strengthening ELCA congregations and ministries that are growing and reaching out? Didn’t know that you could actually invest in ELCA outreach? Well, you can, through the ELCA Mission Investment Fund.

The money you invest with the ELCA Mission Investment Fund is loaned to ELCA mission congregations, established congregations and ministries throughout the United States, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands for land, new facilities, renovations, and additions. Mission congregations depend almost exclusively on the Mission Investment Fund for loans, as other sources available to established ELCA congregations generally are not available to them. So, the money you invest is a real investment in ELCA outreach.

For additional information, current interest rates, or an application, visit the web site at www.MissionInvestmentFund.org, call the Fund toll free at 1.877.886.3522, or contact Pastor Carol E. Spencer, MIF area representative, at 817.927.3239 or Carol.Spencer@elca.org. (The Fund offers special interest rates and terms from time to time, so bookmark the Web site and check back regularly.)



New Orleans, LA

July 22-26, 2009

National Youth Gathering

FOR:  Young people entering high school by September 2009, those already in high school, and those who will graduate in 2009.

Every three years, the Spirit calls diverse and gifted young people and adults to this transforming way of being Church and living in God’s amazing grace.  This year – Jesus, Justice and Jazz – will focus on service and justice as we live our sharing reality as Christians.  It will draw from the rich faith history, diverse cultures, and arts of New Orleans.  It will stretch our understanding of what it means to live in relationship and serve with each other in the manner of Christ – for life!

Youth that fit the category above will be receiving more information and registration materials in the mail.  Be watching for it!

We will have an informal Q&A session on Sunday, August 17th at 9:30 a.m. in the adult education room.  Plan to attend for more information and to answer your concerns.  We will see a preview DVD, answer questions pertaining to transportation, safety, schedule, fundraising, etc.  

The registration form and non-refundable $200 deposit is due to Pastor Jennifer by August 31st.  

The National Gathering is a great experience for all in attendance.  I have been to several and have watched youth grow and develop in the faith journey as they meet other youth from around the country and world.  

Please prayerfully consider attending this event.  At least come to the Q&A session for more information!! 

 

Pastor Jennifer (
back to school fiesta

The event takes place on Saturday, August 23rd from 10am-1pm at the Methodist Church Fellowship Hall.  We are in need of help for this event to be successful.  The basic need is money for supplies.  Contributions can be given to LCR and we will route the money to the correct location.  Be sure to indicate the funds for Back to School Fiesta.  Or if you are out shopping for your child’s school supplies, think about picking up something extra for those that can’t afford anything.  All contributions need to be to the church office by August 13th.  As the event draws near be watching for more information on how you can volunteer your time.  For more information contact Pam Longoria.

LUTHERAN LIVER LOVERS AND/OR DINNER NIGHT OUT


Join us at Ed’s Old Windmill on August 14 for Lutheran Liver Lover’s.  No need to love liver, just come and enjoy the fellowship with those that do.  Thanks go to Bobbie and Hugh Ellington who organize this event each month.  They worked with Ed’s to add liver for us and we have a set dining area where we can enjoy each other’s company. Another dining option is Dinner Night Out on August 28th when we travel to San Marcos and have dinner at Logan’s.  Watch the welcome table to sign up for each of these events.  Reservations are usually made for Dinner Night Out.
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We continue to pray for all who are ill and recovering and receiving treatments or testing and for Sharon Brettell Knox, niece of Dirk Dierking, Pam Toifl, Carole Adams, Sharon Jones, Brooke Sleeper, Mark Wilson, James Pollock, Audrey and Dale Carlson (parents of Colleen Kaye), Evan Kaye, John Dunn, Bern Neigut, Gerald Schroeder (brother of Sandy Thomas). 

Please be in prayer for our family and friends who are serving our country either stateside or overseas.   Michael Bradwick, member, deployed with unit to Iraq.  Sam Ochoa, friend of Pastor Jennifer, serving in Iraq.  Please pray daily for peace in our world, particularly in the Middle East, and for all who suffer the consequences of war.  Please pray daily for those who are hungry and for those who serve them.

WE CAN’T THANK YOU ENOUGH!   

Thank you to Doris King for enhancing the beauty of the paraments.

Thank you to Shirley Schliessmann, Bunky Layton, Jeanette Nelson, and William Grear for adding musical and visual life to the worship services.

Thank you to all who helped make Pastor Skip’s Ordination a complete success.  Between worship, food and fellowship – it was a magnificent day!

Thank you to Mike Schliessmann for cleaning out the refrigerator in the youth room.  No more sticky pops (or is it sodas??) (!!

Thank you to Brandon Merkord for updating the website.  And thanks to all who have shared pictures for the project.

Thank you to everyone that participated in the Big Serve.  The sharing of your time and talents did not go unnoticed.

Thank you to Fred and Nancy Carney for donating a digital camera for the church’s use.

From Doris King:

Thank you to all who prayed for me, sent cards and visited before and after my recent surgery.  I will always cherish the prayer shawl.  This just shows how caring LCR is.

From Liz Tuttle, School Board President:

On behalf of WISD, I would like to thank each of you for your participation in The Big Serve. You blessed this district beyond words.  Because of your help in this amazing event, the students and teachers will come back to schools they will be proud of and it has also been an invaluable gift to our maintenance crew.

I am reminded of a teaching from 1 Peter that instructs us to offer hospitality to one another without grumbling and to use whatever gift we have received to serve one another.  It was so exciting to see a community of believers come together and truly practice God’s word.

The gift of your time, energy and resources was incredible.  Thank you again for the difference you have made in the physical surroundings of people but also in the spiritual realm.  I enjoyed working beside many of you and look forward to another project next year.  Well done good and faithful servants!

From Colleen Kaye:


Evan’s bicycle/motorcycle accident was a big shock to our family.  The support and prayers of our church family here at LCR is invaluable.  Thank you for the cards and phone calls.  I think Evan was surprised at how many responded and thought of him.  I was constantly coming home and telling him how so many were sending their best wishes for recovery.  We continue to pray for the Red Kirchner family as well for their loss in this terrible accident.

EMPTY PILL BOTTLES NEEDED

Harlean O’Keefe is asking for your empty pill bottles.  As you recycle these bottles, you are serving your brothers and sisters in Africa.  Please bring the empty bottles to the church.  There is a basket at the Welcome Table.  Talk to Harlean for more information about this project.

Financial Update

Christian stewardship is a life-style of gratitude, a choice made in response to God’s generosity in our lives.  When we recognize that all we have and all we are come from God, we desire to worship God with our offerings of money and service.

Currently, LCR is at the “okay” mark.  We have received 93% of our monthly plan in the general fund.  So it’s “okay” - not good, but not bad either.  Please remember your offerings of money to LCR in these summer months as we strive to continue to serve our abundant God.  
Wet, Wild, Wonderful Learning

Attention All Children, Youth and Adults –

Fall Sunday School will begin again on Sunday, September 7th as we kick off a new year with some wet and wild fun!  Rally Day will begin in the Sanctuary at 9:45am (note the time please).  Our morning will involve watermelons, wonderful teachers, outdoor activities (including water balloons) and much more!

Come prepared to get wet!  Yes, wear clothes that can get wet and possibly sticky and then wet again!  Of course, (adults () the choice is yours as to how wet you really want to get.  There will be some of us (pastor included) that will be soaked to the bone for worship….what a great way to literally remember our immersion in the faithfilled waters of baptism.

Please plan to join the festivities as we celebrate the opportunity to begin again a year of education in the Christian faith.  Hope to see you there!!                                         
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Children, Youth and Family Event

Attn:  All families with young people up to 12th Grade

You are invited to a fun night of food, games, and fellowship on Sunday, August 17th from 6:00-8:00p.m.  Pizza, salad, snacks and drinks will be served.  Come and join your church family for a night of fun.   Be sure to bring your favorite game!  Any questions - talk to Lynn Raska or Pastor Jennifer.

JUST A REMINDER


Over the last few weeks it has been discovered that some of the air conditioners have been left at settings where areas are being cooled when no one is here.  If you are part of meetings or events here at church, please remember to turn the thermostats up to at least 80 degrees when you leave.  We are trying to keep our energy costs as low as possible.  Thanks! 

WELCA MEETING


On August 9th the WELCA group will meet at 12:30 at the Saltlick in Driftwood for lunch and some business discussion.  Any questions call Mickie Ladd.

CONFIRMATION


Confirmation classes resume on September 7th at 4:00 p.m. at Living Word in Buda.

August & September Events - Mark Your Calendars! – Watch for more details later. 

August

       9 – WELCA lunch at Saltlick

      13 – Contributions due for Back to School Fiesta

      14 – Lutheran Liver Lovers


17 – National Youth Gathering Q&A 


17 – Family Event

      23 – Back to School Fiesta @ Methodist Church Fellowship Hall

      28 – Dinner Night Out 

September


 7 – Rally Sunday



Special events in worship and education!

       7 -  Confirmation @ 4:00 p.m., Living Word in Buda


21 – Fun Fest @ Noon



Event we host, inviting our partners in Buda, Dripping Springs and Blanco.


28 – Tacos Sunday return!!

Look carefully see the headphones?!?!? (
I too look forward to meeting all of you.  Feel free to call me and set up a time to chat.  You don’t have to wait for me to call you!  
Pastor Jennifer (
            




VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

	
	
	3
	10
	17
	24
	31

	Readers
	8:30
	Paula Johnson
	Sandy Thomas
	Nancy Volotko 
	Colleen Kaye


	Bev Ladzinski

	
	11:00
	Doris King
	Bunky Layton
	Angie Rose
	Danny Hickman
	Carol Dierking

	Worship

Assistant
	8:30
	Jo Anne Miller
	Harriet Powell
	Colleen Kaye
	Shirley Schliessmann
	Nancy Volotko

	
	11:00
	Paul Toudouze
	Harvey Hohmann
	Angie Hasness
	Doris King
	Chris Nichols

	Acolytes
	8 :30
	Harriet Powell
	Hannah Raska
	Felicia Neigut
	Mike Schliessmann
	Shirley Schliessmann

	
	11:00
	Ian McGar
	Carlie Tise
	Faith Hasness
	Parker Tise
	Nick Merkord

	Ushers


	8:30
	M. Schliessmann/

F. Carney
	Pollock/Johnson
	Mettenbrink/

Valentine
	Hollingers
	Pollock/Phillips

	
	11:00
	Raska/McGar 
	Aldermans
	Bowen/Thompson
	Ladd/Weir
	Merkord/

Polhemus

	Child Care
	11:00
	Madelyn Raska
	Pam Longoria
	Shirley Schliessmann
	Holley Hickman
	Emily Polhemus

	Hospitality
	8:30

11:00
	S. Schliessmann

Doris King
	Ellingtons
Shirley Kopp
	B & P  Johnson

C. Lichtenberger
	Ellingtons
Ladd/Weir
	Bev Ladzinski

Carol Dierking

	Altar Guild
	8:30

11:00
	Schliessmanns

Carol Dierking
	Paula Johnson

Harvey Hohmann
	Paula Johnson

Sharon Thompson 
	Schliessmanns

Lois Hickman
	Schliessmanns

Brenda Moore

	Flowers
	
	Schliessmanns
	Merkords
	Hickmans
	Hollingers 
	Bill & Paula Johnson


NOTE TO READERS:  The Scripture readings for the week you serve will be in your box at the beginning of the month.  We encourage you to take them home and read through them prior to your Sunday to share your gift with the congregation.  

	IMPORTANT MESSAGE:

If you can’t be present on the Sunday you are signed up to serve, please remember to find your own replacement!!  

This is vital to making sure all leadership roles are filled each week.  

Thanks!   (
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	08-03
	Jacqleen Miller
	08-13
	Sylvia Banks
	
	

	08-07
	Morris Springer
	08-13
	Lynn Raska
	
	Happy Anniversary


	08-08
	Parker Tise
	08-15
	Paul Boubel
	08-05
	 Mike & Shirley Schliessmann

	08-09
	Robin Ellerman
	08-18
	Jim Thomas
	08-12
	 Brandon & Emily Merkord

	08-10
	Jan Erlandson
	08-20
	Michelle Cardenas
	08-23  
	 James & Victoria Hollinger

	08-11
	Pat Ferl
	08-20
	Tyler Turk
	08-24  
	 Danny & Lois Hickman 

	08-12
	Carrie Valentine


	08-23
	Irene Mowen
	
	

	08-12
	Carol Dierking
	08-26
	Jennifer Fuhr
	
	

	  
	 
	08-30
	Doris King
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	CONGRATULATIONS !

	Note:  If we missed your special day or printed it incorrectly, please notify the church office…



The Chronicles


                                Lutheran Church of the Resurrection		


			           RR 12 & Spoke Hill Rd		


   Wimberley, Texas    512-847-3386





Web page: � HYPERLINK "http://www.welcometonewlife.org" ��www.welcometonewlife.org�       		 Pastor: Jennifer Fuhr                                  


E-mail:    Office@welcometonewlife.org			Office Admin: Colleen Kaye
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