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Dear Busy Bees,

Is it just me, or is that fast paced time of the year here and I’m hardly ready…..in my heart or in my home?!   As I write this article it’s still 10 days until Thanksgiving and the church and community are abuzz with activity for Christmas.  In this newsletter alone you will find information about special worship services in Advent that will lend itself to the “Christmas Spirit.”  And we live in (or near) a community where we can see a wonderful Christmas play (Inspecting Carol) or join our friends and neighbors for a night at the Yule Log (Emily Ann Theatre).  There are so many options that keep our lives busy with the Christmas frenzy.

But what, what’s it all about anyway?  Oh yes, that One little child that came into the world to bring life, light, hope and salvation.  In the Lutheran tradition we are blessed to have a season that leads up to Christmas to help us prepare – not just our homes – but our hearts for this joyous new birth.  Advent (from the Latin word adventus, meaning "coming") is a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus.  It is marked by a spirit of expectation, of anticipation, of preparation, of longing.

This time of Advent, a somber time, but a hopeful time, a time of waiting (which frustrates many of us) is a time of hope, that at the end of the waiting, we will rejoice.  I suggest that we not rush through this period of waiting, and jump immediately to Christmas and the joy of Christ’s birth.  The world wants us to rush to Christmas, and we all want to enjoy the entertainment, the family celebrations, the life and hope of a joyous time.  But I encourage us to wait, in patience, in hope, in expectation, in prayer.  

This Advent I invite us all on a prayerful journey with one another.  Although all Christians should “pray without ceasing”, the season of Advent especially draws us to the act of prayer.  “Stir up” are the words we hear in worship throughout this season.  We ask the Lord to stir up His power and our hearts as we anticipate the birth of the Christ Child.   In the sanctuary you will find a banner – “Stir up our hearts, Lord” – that will provide an opportunity for you to share your prayers with the church.  There will be yellow flames on which you may write your prayers and post them on this banner.  Then all can join and remember in prayer those who are hurting and those for whom we give thanks and ask for God’s comfort, forgiveness, hope and joy.


As you see transformation take place in the church, in your homes, and in our communities; we pray that transformation happens in the heart as well.
Blessed Advent and Joyous Christmas to you all!

Pastor Jennifer (
“For unto us a child is born….Wonderful Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”  (Isaiah 9:6)
what is the purpose of the advent wreath?

The Advent wreath is a symbolic way to tell the Christmas story.  It begins with the circle of the wreath that reminds us of God Himself, His eternity and endless mercy, which has no beginning or end. Most wreaths are green which speaks of the hope that we have in God, the hope of newness, of renewal, of eternal life. Candles symbolize the light of God coming into the world through the birth of His son. The four outer candles represent the period of waiting during the four Sundays of Advent, which themselves symbolize the four centuries of waiting between the prophet Malachi and the birth of Christ.  The light of the candles itself becomes an important symbol of the season. The light reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world that comes into the darkness of our lives to bring newness, life, and hope. It also reminds us that we are called to be a light to the world as we reflect the light of God's grace to others (Isa 42:6). The progression in the lighting of the candles symbolizes the various aspects of our waiting experience. 
The Lighting of the Advent Candles happens in worship the four Sundays prior to Christmas.  But there are ways to celebrate this at home each week as well.  You may already own your own Advent Wreath or you can easily find one at a Christian Bookstore.  Or better yet, make one together as a family.  Talk to Pastor if you’d like some family resources for your Advent devotional and prayerful journey.
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Yule Log – December 8th

Tuesday, December 8th (6-9pm), is LCR’s night to host the Yule Log at the Emily Ann Theatre.  Dirk Dierking is spearheading this event.  If you’d like to volunteer to help, please talk to him ASAP.  Otherwise plan on coming out to the Trail of Lights as together we enjoy the Yule Log event.  Special Guest:  Pastor “Skip” Brasher!

Christmas story comes alive


On Sunday, December 13th at the 11:00am worship you will witness the Christmas Story come alive through the children and youth of our congregation.  They will share this powerful story of hope and love with us through words, actions and music. 
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Christmas Grace Cantata

Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 20th as the Choir will share with you the Christmas Grace Cantata at both worship services.  Special guests include a cellist and several soloists.  Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors to worship on this special Sunday as we hear the Christmas story through music.
Mission of the month:  Christmas Grace


For November and December we will be supporting, above and beyond our regular giving, both Brown Santa and partnering with area churches to send gifts to those in need in Laredo.


Brown Santa is the Sheriff Department’s efforts to assist families in need in our community (and Hays County).  The annual drive is for money, food and toys.  Last year over 850 families were given assistance in food and/or toys in Hays County.  And yes, some of those families were/are right here in Wimberley.


We will also partner in sharing some Christmas Grace with the families in Laredo.  You may recall that last year we partnered with St. Andrew’s in Canyon Lake and Living Word in Buda to gather items for elders and children in need. This year we will partner with Living Word and provide gifts for 20 children that will need Christmas Grace Gifts.  See below for more details.

Together we work to share Christmas Grace and Blessings from our abundant God!

Christmas Grace for Youth in Laredo

We have 20 names of young people that are in need of Christmas Grace Gifts.  To help provide a gift for one of these young men or women, please see the round table in the narthex of the church.  Take a name/gift card – buy items appropriate for their gender and age (spending no more than $25) – wrap the gift – and return it to the church BY DECEMBER 9th.  Gifts will be delivered to Laredo that weekend.  If you would like to be part of the caravan of gifts, please talk to Pastor Jennifer.
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Milestone Ministry:

Honoring an Anniversary - We will be honoring the 50th Wedding Anniversary of Patsy and Al Strobel in worship and during snacks on Sunday, December 13th (11:00 worship).  Please be sure to come early or stay late to share wedding and life stories with this family. Bunky and Dorcy are invitingeveryone to stay for a light lunch in the fellowship hall following the 11:00 worship service.
Lefse Making


The annual lefse making event will take place on Saturday, December 12th at 10:00am.  Come to the church and together we will make a joyful noise and delicious aroma while we make lefse.  Please be sure to bring a little cash to help cover the cost of the ingredients.  See you there!
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We continue to pray for all who are ill and recovering and receiving treatments or testing and for Pam Longoria, Hugh Ellington, Sandy Thomas, Jan and Larry Fuhr (parents of Pastor Jennifer), Pat Krupinsky (cousin of Harriet Powell), Doris Kowalski, Suzie Vincina (cousin of Felicia Neigut), Susan Loosen (friend of Jim and Sandy Thomas), Zee Hickman (mother of Danny and Lois Hickman), Dot Currie (sister of Dirk Dierking), Michael Hill (son of Estelle Hill), Paul Velta (friend of Beverly Ladzinski), JoJo Vincina, Jean Toppett (friend of Beverly Ladzinski), Dora Moellenberg (Memaw of Brenda Tise), and all care givers that devote their time to care for those they love.

Please be in prayer for our family and friends who are serving our country either stateside or overseas.   Please pray daily for peace in our world, particularly in the Middle East, and for all who suffer the consequences of war.  Please pray daily for those who are hungry and for those who serve them.  Please be in prayer daily for the Lord to replenish the earth as He sees fit.

WE CAN’T THANK YOU ENOUGH!   

Thank you to Jim and Sandy Thomas for their devotion to preparation and teaching the Book of Faith series to us.  Your work, teaching and faithfulness were greatly appreciated by all.


Advent paraments are now adorned with symbols of the season; our thanks to an anonymous donor.  And thank you to JoAnne Miller and Harriet Powell for sharing your seamstry talents on the paraments' linings. 
Camp Registration

Yes, it is already time to register for next summer!  Camp is for any youth from 1st grade on up.  If your son/daughter is interested in attending camp this year please take a look at Cross Trails Ministry website for Camp Chrysalis or Ebert Ranch (www.crosstrail.org).  Pastor Jennifer also has information available for your review.  And there are funds available to help assist any family or youth that wish to attend camp.  

Those students that are currently in Confirmation – you are invited and encouraged to attend Confirmation Camp with our Tribal Churches the week of June 13-18 (Ebert Ranch).  This experience is also for youth currently in 6th grade (who will be entering Confirmation in the 2010/2011 academic year).  Please turn in your registration forms (found on the Welcome Table) with $85 deposit to Pastor Jennifer by December 13th.  If you need assistance with the registration fee, please talk to Pastor.  

pastor seeking youth/children assistance


If you will be in town and available to help assist with the “youth-led” worship service on December 27th, please talk to Pastor ASAP.  Your worship leadership could include holding things, reading, praying, walking, talking, singing, standing, sitting…..see anyone can help!  Talk to Pastor if you are willing to take on a leadership role in worship.

PRAYER SHAWL MEETING

The December meeting will be hosted by Carol Klepper on December 5th at 1:00 p.m. We will carpool from the church at 12:30. If you can knit or crochet feel free to join us as we bless our shawls and share in the fellowship of working together.  Please sign the sheet on the welcome table if you can come.

LCR rummage sale

If you haven’t heard already….LCR is holding a rummage sale on Saturday, December 5th from 8am-3pm.  All proceeds will benefit LCR’s choir expenses for 2010.  If you have items that you would like to donate for the sale please see the details below for further information.


We invite and encourage your participation that day for set up at 6:30am, working throughout the day, and tear down at 3pm.  If you would like to help, please contact Nancy Carney (Tel:  512-847-9329; E-mail: baddog3g@gmail.com). If you're willing to contribute baked goods, contact Sandy Thomas (Tel: 512-722-3083; E-mail: jandsthomas@austin.rr.com).
 
Contributing rummage items:  
1.  Thursday afternoon, Dec. 3rd, is the deadline for bringing items to the church. Put them in the library or back Sunday School room.

2.  For help with large items or for pick-up service from your home, contact Fred Carney (512-847-9329) or Bunky Layton (512-847-9376).

3.  Price your rummage items before dropping them off at church. For hard items use flourescent sticky tags (colored "dots" for example) or masking tape. For clothing, staple the price to the item, tie a tag on it, or use masking tape for the price tag. Keep in mind that this is a garage sale and all prices are negotiable.

4.  All items should be clean. 

5.  Any appliance, lawn equipment, etc. that is not working must be labeled as such.

6.  Unsold items may be donated to the thrift stores after the sale.

 

We hope you will help! Here's your opportunity to clean out your garages, storage rooms, closets and cupboards and, at the same time, show your appreciation for LCR's choir. LET'S GET READY TO RUMMAGE! 

Christmas gift ideas


What do you get the person who has everything?  Want to find a gift that is new and different?  How about shocking a friend, neighbor or family member with a duck, pig, goat, fish or a cow for their Christmas gift?

It’s actually simple to do.   There are several organizations that will purchase an animal in honor of someone which in turn gives a gift of life and hope to those in need.  Organizations like World Vision, Heifer International and ELCA Good Gifts all send messages of hope through animals that provide sustenance and life to hungry communities.  Find out how to give a gift in this way by visiting any of the following websites.  Happy shopping!

www.worldvisiongifts.org               www.heifer.org               www.elca.org/goodgifts
Early deadline for January Newsletter


Due to Christmas and other events happening in December, the January newsletter deadline will be December 21st.  All materials to be shared need to be turned in prior to this date.  Thank you.

Flu season


Just a reminder that as we are in the thick of flu season and continue to share the peace of Christ in our worship services….there is hand sanitizer in the back of the sanctuary.  Ask the ushers if you cannot locate the dispenser.  Let’s all try to stay healthy this year!!

Epiphany progressive dinner – coming in January!

Mark your calendars for Saturday, January 9th, beginning at 5:30pm.  We begin at a member’s home for appetizers – head to the church for dinner – and then to another member’s home for dessert. It turns out to be a great night of fellowship and fun!  Babysitters will be available at the church throughout the evening’s event.  

In order to accomplish this great night we need couple of host homes.  Talk to Bobbi Vantine if you’d like to be a host. 

Be sure to mark your calendars for this wonderful event!
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DINNER NIGHT OUT


Due to lack of attendance, this event is being cancelled for the remainder of the year. 
Mexican train


An event that takes place each month at the church – and is open to all who wish to come and join the fun.  In case you aren’t aware – this is a dominoes game.  If you’ve never heard of it and wish to learn – come and join us.  Whether you are an expert or a beginner – you will fit right in with this crowd of LCR folks.  We play on the 3rd Thursday of the month, beginning at 12:30pm.  The next play date is December 17th.  If you would like to be on the e-mail list of dates, please contact Shirley Schliessmann.  

hand & foot 


We have started another game day here at church: Hand and Foot.  It’s a card game similar to Canasta and fun to play.  The second and fourth Monday of each month at 1:00 p.m. is when the group meets. If you want to be on the email reminder list, contact Colleen at 847-3386.

Meaningful Christmas Gifts 
Are you looking for a valuable, meaningful gift for the children, teens, and adults on your Christmas list? Have you ever considered a small investment in the ELCA Mission Investment Fund? Investments for children under 16, MissionFuture4Kidz, require only a $50 initial investment. Our investments for older teens and adults (MissionPlus or MissionTermSelect) require only a $100 investment.  Your loved one will own the investment and earn interest on it, even while the investment is helping ELCA congregations build, renovate or expand their facilities. 

And guess what? Even parents and grandparents, aunts and uncles might enjoy a meaningful investment like that! For more information on gifts that support mission and the ones we love, visit the Fund's website at www.elca.org/mif, or contact Pastor Carol E. Spencer at Carol.Spencer@elca.org, 817.927.3239,  or call (toll free) 1.877.886.3522.  MIF rates are available on the Welcome Table.

Cartridge Recycling Center Reminder


We continue to collect ink cartridges for recycling.  Please bring them in a zip lock bag and place in the recycling center in the narthex.   

The vista

December’s Vista issue is only available via the Web.  Please go to www.swtsynod.org to find the Vista publication.

Full Cold moon walk

Mayor's Fitness Council to host "Full Moon" walks

The Wimberley Mayor's Fitness Council in its efforts to encourage Wimberleyites to adopt healthier lifestyle habits, will host a series of "Full Moon" walks in the down town area.  These walking events are non-competitive, and their purpose is to get people out and walking...the more the merrier.  Walks will take place on the evenings when the moon is full and will follow a 2-mile route using sidewalks and the Square.   
December 2nd & December 31st  – 6:30pm.  Meet at the Wimberley Café.  Bring a flashlight and refreshments (water).  If your dog would like to go, please make sure he/she is on a leash.
Christmas in Harmony


The Wimberley Community Chorus will be presenting Christmas in Harmony the weekend of December 4-6 (Friday & Saturday @ 7:00pm, Sunday @ 3:00pm) at Chapel in the Hills.  What a great way to begin to bring about the Christmas Spirit in your heart!


Emily Ann Theatre – Trail of Lights


Be sure to go www.emilyann.org for a full Yule Log schedule.  I hear there is a great handbell concert on Saturday, December 5th!
January Events - Mark Your Calendars! – Watch for more details later. 

January


  3 - Confirmation @ LCR @ 4pm


 9 – Epiphany Progressive Dinner @ 5:30pm


24 – Congregational Meeting @ Noon


31 – Taco Sales

       CHRISTMAS WORSHIP     
                 SCHEDULE
CANDLELIGHT SERVICES AT 
5:30 PM AND 10:00 PM

            




VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

	
	
	6
	13
	20
	27
	

	Readers
	8:30
	Colleen Kaye
	Shirley Schliessmann
	Sandy Thomas
	Bobbi Vantine


	

	
	11:00
	Danny Hickman
	Dorcy Rhea
	Mickie Ladd
	Whitney Cargill
	

	Worship

Assistant
	8:30
	Harriet Powell
	Mike Schliessmann
	Shirley Schliessmann
	Jim Vantine
	

	
	11:00
	Lois Hickman
	Dirk Dierking
	Harvey Hohmann
	Doris King
	

	Acolytes
	8 :30
	Hannah Raska
	Bella Raska
	Felicia Neigut
	Pepita Thompson 
	

	
	11:00
	Sam Ellisor
	Faith Hasness
	Natalie Merkord
	Ian McGar
	

	Ushers


	8:30
	Hollingers
	Erlandsons
	Carneys
	J. Bradshaw/D. Phillips
	

	
	11:00
	J. Ellisor/J. Bradshaw


	Bowen/Thompson
	D. Ladd/R. Weir
	Dierkings
	

	Child Care
	11:00
	Holley Hickman
	Delayne Leonard
	Emily Merkord
	Pam Longoria
	

	Hospitality
	8:30

11:00
	Jo Anne Miller

Shirley Kopp
	Jan Erlandson
D. Rhea/B. Layton
	Nancy Carney

M. Ladd/G. Weir
	Bobbi Vantine
O’Keefes
	

	Altar Guild
	8:30

11:00
	Shirley Schliessmann

Carol Klepper
	P. Johnson/M. Raska

Harlean O’Keefe
	Sandy Thomas

Harvey Hohmann
	Beverly Ladzinski

Doris King
	

	Flowers
	
	 
	Poinsettias
	Poinsettias
	Poinsettias


	


NOTE TO READERS:  The Scripture readings for the week you serve will be in your box at the beginning of the month.  We encourage you to take them home and read through them prior to your Sunday to share your gift with the congregation.  

Pronunciation Guides are availabe – one under the Lecturn (where you read) and the other in the Church office.  Feel free to take and use them whenever needed.

	IMPORTANT MESSAGE:

If you can’t be present on the Sunday you are signed up to serve, please remember to find your own replacement!!  

This is vital to making sure all leadership roles are filled each week.  

Thanks!   (
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	Happy Anniversary


	12-01
	Jordan Pearson

	12-17
	Christian Sherwood
	12-16
	Tammy & Wade Nelms

	12-06
	Robert Sherwood
	12-19
	Dave Clemens
	12-19
	Al & Pat Strobel

	12-12
	Sandy Thomas
	12-24
	Carol Klepper
	12-26
	T & Lori Temoney

	12-12
	Jody Johnson
	12-28
	Claire Valentine
	12-31
	John & Joyce Bradshaw

	12-17
	Nancy Carney

	12-30
	John Cargill
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	CONGRATULATIONS !

	Note:  If we missed your special day or printed it incorrectly, please notify the church office…



The Chronicles
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