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INSIDE:  Mission of the Month – Soap!…Valentine’s Dinner Fundraiser…Directories are Completed…30 Hour Famine Day – Sr. High Youth…Shrove Tuesday and Ash Burning…Ash Wednesday….Lots of Thanks…


Dear Friends in Christ,

Recently, I saw a bumper sticker on a car in front of me.  I pulled as close as I could to read the little tiny print (ever done that before – I’m sure I scared the driver half to death as I concentrated on not hitting him and reading his bumper!).  It read:  

Work as if you don’t need money.

Love as if you’ve never been hurt.

Dance as if no one is watching.


Work –Many of you have worked all of your lives into retirement – to enjoy this time of your life from the fruits of your labor.  I wonder if you had this sense when you were working?  Those of us still in the workforce – do we have this heart?  I believe this congregation does and has the potential to do so much more work in our church, in our community, in our world.  Work with our hands and our feet – our hearts and our minds – our words and our actions.

Paul writes in Ephesians 4:28  “…doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need.”  Paul was instructing the converts to leave their ways of stealing and work.  Work, not just work to be using your hands in a good way, but work so that you can give something to others.  Not as a charity, but as a Christian in service to neighbor. 


Love – Hurt will always be present in human relationships.  Disappointment and heartache from love in relationships with spouse, children, parents, family, friends, pastor, etc.  And yet we go on loving…forgiving and loving.

1 John 3:16  “This is how we know what love is:  Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.”  John offers a positive example of love:  Jesus’ sacrificial love for the human race.  John calls for genuine concern for the other.  And again, “This is love:  not that we loved God, but that he loves us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”  (1 John 4:10-11)

Over and over again in the Bible we hear this from Jesus and his disciples.  And yet it’s so hard to do sometimes.  Especially when we’ve been wronged.  When someone has neglected our feelings, neglected to care for others.  I’ve wronged others, probably some in our midst.  All I can do is ask for forgiveness and try to be better.   I’ve also been wronged, as I’m sure you have too.  And yet, I still love and care and move forward with that hurt in my life – but not letting it control me.

Dance – I love to dance.  I would go dancing every night if I could.  Well actually I do – in my own house – as my floor downstairs is perfect for dancing.  I’m glad that my back windows only face the woods --- no one sees me.  And if I’m in public – I dance with a hug smile on my face.

Even if dancing references in scripture are mostly associated with cultic events, there are times where it is mentioned that dancing is part of a wedding ceremony or family reunion.  I enjoy the Psalms (149:3) use of dance:  “Let them praise his name with dancing and make music to him with tambourine and harp.”  So it must be okay to dance around my kitchen or even in the church!!  It’s just a great freeing experience.  

If only we could live life that way every day.  Imagine what might come.  Work, love and dance with all of your heart, all of your being.  Jesus did that for us:  worked his ministry for us – loved us and others – and danced the dance of faith.


So thank you – to whoever created this bumper sticker.  Thank you for reminding us all a way to live – a Christian way of being.  As we journey together in ministry – may we each discover what it might mean to work, love and dance with all of our heart – mind, body and soul.  

In Christ,

Pastor Jennifer (
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Valentine’s Evening Dinner 

                               
         Saturday, February 14th @ 6:00PM

Menu:  Spaghetti with Meatballs OR Chicken Alfredo with Broccoli

Meal includes:  salad, dessert, bread, wine, tea, and coffee

Cost: $15/person

Tickets:  Talk to Carlie, Holley, Madelyn or Pastor Jennifer

Please don’t spend your Saturday night at home alone.  Come to the church and join your church family on this day of “love.”  If you need a ride, talk to Pastor Jennifer…we will help you get here.

The funds raised from this Dinner will be matched by Thrivent and be put towards helping these young people get to New Orleans in July for the National Youth Gathering.  

Hope to see many of you there!!

LUTHERAN LIVER LOVERS AND/OR DINNER NIGHT OUT


February 12th  – Liver Lovers at Ed’s Old Windmill in Canyon Lake.  Meet at the church by 6:00 pm to carpool or at Ed’s at 6:30 p.m.  It’s a great time and you aren’t required to order liver.  We do have rules that no trashtalkin’ or sour faces allowed. Sign up at the welcome table.


February 26th  – Dinner Night Out is at our own Hillsedge Grille & Pub in Wimberley at Poco Rio.  No carpool as it’s right here in town. So meet at the restaurant by 6:30.  Please sign up at the welcome table so we can make reservations.


Mission of the month:  Lutheran World Relief (LWR)

This month we are invited to give some extra support to Lutheran Worship Relief.  LWR is a non-governmental organization founded in 1945 to respond to the needs of communities devastated by World War II. Since then, it has evolved from a relief agency shipping material resources to war-torn Europe to an agency that works with partners worldwide to respond to emergencies, seek lasting solutions to rural poverty, and work for peace and justice for all. LWR works to promote equity, strengthen organizational capacity, and empower communities to have a voice in decisions that affect their lives, while continually learning to increase our impact. LWR works to reduce poverty and injustice by helping communities increase and expand the resources they need to live productive, healthy and empowered lives.

LCR is involved with LWR in a variety of capacities:  quilting, layettes, school kits, sewing kits, health kits, and of course – Soap!  If you would like to give a monetary donation to this organization – please indicate on your envelope that the funds are to be given to LWR.  

Look for individual kit content sheets in the next few weeks as we collect all our donations for delivery by Easter.

Shrove tuesday feast with ash burning

Tuesday, February 24th 6:00-7:30PM – Shrove Tuesday Pancake and Sausage Dinner

Come and enjoy pancakes and sausage with your good friends at church!  

History Lesson:  

Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the ritual of shriving, when the faithful confessed their sins to the local priest and received forgiveness before the Lenten season began. As far back as 1000 AD, “to shrive” meant to hear confessions. (Trivia note: the term survives today in the expression "short shrift" or giving little attention to anyone's explanations or excuses).  

Historically, Shrove Tuesday also marked the beginning of the 40-day Lenten fasting period when the faithful were forbidden by the church to consume meat, butter, eggs or milk. However, if a family had a store of these foods they all would go bad by the time the fast ended on Easter Sunday. What to do?  Solution: use up the milk, butter and eggs no later than Shrove Tuesday. And so, with the addition of a little flour, the solution quickly presented itself in….pancakes. And lots of 'em.  

We hope to see many of you at this great feast as we begin our Lenten journey.  

All are invited to a simple ceremonial burning of palm branches to be used for the ashes on Ash Wednesday.  This will take place after the pancake feast.
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ash wednesday

Wednesday, February 25th – worship will begin at 7:30PM

History Lesson:  

Ash Wednesday is an important part of the season of Lent. The first clear evidence of Ash Wednesday is around 960, and in the 12th century people began using palm branches from the previous Palm Sunday for ashes.

How did this practice become such an important part of the lives of so many believers? Who came up with the idea for this rather odd ritual? How do we explain the popularity of smudging our foreheads with ashes and then walking around all day with dirty faces? Those who do not share our customs often make a point of telling us that we have something on our foreheads, assuming we would want to wash it off, but many Christians wear that smudge – better known as the Cross of Christ - faithfully all day.

Traditionally, the Christian church has observed the seven weeks before Easter as a time of penitence and spiritual self-examination.  Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of this Lenten journey.  Ashes historically have a dual significance.

First, they are Old Testament symbols of sadness and humility.  Job, in the midst of all his troubles, cried out to God from the ash heap.  Ashes are also a scriptural image associated with repentance.  The prophet Jeremiah called for repentance by rolling in ashes.  Perhaps the best-known example of repentance in the Old Testament also involves sackcloth and ashes. When the prophet Jonah finally obeyed God's command and preached in the great city of Nineveh, his preaching was amazingly effective. Word of his message was carried to the king of Nineveh. "When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, laid aside his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in the ashes."

The second symbolic meaning of ashes is as a reminder of our mortality.  Each of us faces the inevitability of physical death.  Our bodies and material possessions eventually will turn to dust and ashes.  This is a reminder that we dare not trust in things that crumble.  

So we begin our journey on Ash Wednesday, in the heap ash, and continue throughout Lent to reevaluate our spiritual lives.  It’s a time for us to have a spiritual check-up and to strive to live the Christian life more faithfully and more intentionally.  Our pilgrimage through Lent is an opportunity for the Lord to inspire us to serve Him more faithfully in our daily lives.

  But, the good news is this:  Lent does not leave us on the heap ash.  It begins with Ash Wednesday, but ends with Easter.  And Easter proclaims, through Christ, God resurrects us from our dust and ashes, makes us new creatures and brings life out of death!

                                            [image: image3.wmf]
Lenten Journey Begins


March 4th with a meal being served at 6:30PM and service at 7:15PM.  (Sign up sheet will be on the Welcome Table).  This year we will be using the Holden Evening Prayer service utilizing the gifts of our vocalists in the congregation.  We will also be hearing testimonies of faith from our LCR friends and family.  Come and hear how faith in Jesus Christ has affected the lives of people in our midst.  It will truly be a blessing to see, hear and enjoy the gifts of God’s people in this Holy Place.

Attn:  Sr. High Youth

30 Hour Famine Day Event….just for you!

LCR will be hosting a 30 Hour Famine Event on Sunday, February 15th beginning immediately after worship.  This will be an all day event, beginning with you attending worship that morning and then hanging out with our cluster youth (Holy Cross, Living Word, New Hope, New Life) and your friends for the day.  This event includes a challenge to fast as we learn what it means to be hungry and what we can do to help our brothers and sisters around the world.

You are invited to fast for either 24 or 30 hours.  You choose, either stop eating at lunch or supper on Saturday (14th).  You are also challenged to collect 30 cans of food to bring to worship on the 15th.  These items will be given to the local Crisis Bread Basket.  

Our time together will be educational and of course lots of fun as we connect with other youth in our churches.  We will conclude our event with a Fasting Party where you will have a part in creating the feast!  I hope to see all of you, Sr. High youth, on Sunday, February 15th at this great event.  Be sure to invite your friends!!  More information will be sent directly to you.

YOUTH GROUP SILENT AUCTION 

            The youth group is planning to attend a weeklong camp this summer.  In an effort to raise enough funds to send all the kids who want to attend they will be sponsoring a silent auction.  The silent auction will be held at the church where the bidding will start on Sunday, March 29th and close on Sunday, April 19th.  
           Items that are newly made or purchased or lightly used as well as services that can be bid on by interested parties are welcome.  If you or someone you know would be interested in donating a special item or service to this worthwhile cause please contact Melinda Ellisor at (512) 567-2493 or email her at mellisor@txwinet.com.  If you have any questions or need any help please feel free to call or email.  Thank you.

Prayer Shawl


Can you knit or crochet? Would you like to be part of a heartwarming ministry team? Come and join our prayer shawl ministry group on February 7th at Signe Griffins’ home at 1:00 PM. We meet to make prayer shawls as well as bless and pray over the shawls we’ve completed. Sign up on the welcome table. If you want more info, talk to Harriet Powell, Signe Griffin or Nancy Volotko or pick up one of the brochures on the welcome table. As always these shawls are available for friends and family in need. To request a prayer shawl for someone please talk to Harriet, Signe, Nancy or Colleen Kaye.
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field trip

To New Braunfels on Friday, February 13th.  We will meet at the church at 10:30AM.  The trip will include stops at craft and fabric stores.  And, of course, lunch!  Sign up at the welcome table.

Rumbleford Bag Class

Nancy Volotko will be teaching a class on how to make these lovely bags again!  She taught this class in the spring of 2008 and it was such a hit that more people wanted to get in on it.  So here she goes again:  Saturday, February 21st, 9:00AM at the church.  Bring your sewing machine, fabric and thread.  If you have any questions about the class, talk to Nancy. Join us on the field trip described above as we go shopping for the supplies needed to make a Rumbleford bag.


annual reports

If you did not receive a report at the annual meeting in January, please stop by the church office for a copy of the 2008 report.  It’s a great way to remember all that LCR accomplished and see what is to come in 2009!  The Lord has truly blessed this place.

Look what you have accomplished!

Because of your gracious giving, the church council decided to bless other ministries within the community with a monetary gift.  The Crisis Bread Basket and Barnabas Connection thank LCR for the continued support and extra blessing in December!  

INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLING


Don’t forget one of LCR’s steps to Go Green! Be sure to bring in your ink cartridges (in a small Ziploc bag) for recycling.  This is an easy way for each of us to be good stewards of God’s creation.  [No laser or toner cartridges (Epson) accepted.]  Our first recycling check arrived and was given to the youth fund. 

Social Ministry Team 

Anyone who is interested in joining the Social Ministry, please talk to Nancy Carney (847-9329).  New and exciting ministries are on the horizon! One such regular occasion is described below.

Deer Creek Worship 

Lutheran Church of the Resurrection will be leading the worship service on Sunday, February 8th at 3:00p.m.  All are welcome to come!

PHOTO UPDATES FOR NARTHEX DISPLAY AND DIRECTORY 

They are complete!!  Directories are available in your church mailbox and on the Welcome Table.  Be sure to get yours.  

BE A NEWSLETTER EARLY BIRD


If you would like to be one of the first to receive your newsletter, just give Colleen your email address and it will be sent to you electronically as soon as it is finished.  You are in the know early and the church saves paper and postage. You can also submit your request by email to the church at office@welcometonewlife.org.

FLOWER CHART


What a great way to remember a birthday, anniversary or any special occasion. Our flower chart has plenty of openings for honoring, remembering or celebrating anyone or any special day.  Sign up for the week you want to supply flowers.  Wimberley Floral and Brookshire are equipped to bring the flowers in for you if you so desire.
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We continue to pray for all who are ill and recovering and receiving treatments or testing and for James Pollock, Delores Hill, Sharon Brettell Knox (niece of Dirk Dierking), Carol Adams, Sharon Jones, Brooke Sleeper, Zee Hickman, Jan Fuhr (mother of Pastor Jennifer), Scott Nichols (nephew of Chris Nichols), John Dunn, Pat Krupinsky (cousin of Harriet Powell), Laverne Williams, Doris Kowalski, Lou Cooper (mother of Carol Klepper), Lore Timmer (sister of Al Strobel), Suzie Vecine (cousin of Felicia Neigut), Braydon Johnston, Brenda Arnoni  (friend of Brenda Moore), Rendy Hutto (friend of Paul and Brenda Moore), Cindy Grabner (cousin of Paul and Brenda Moore), and Dorothy Marquette (friend of Felicia Neigut).

Please be in prayer for our family and friends who are serving our country either stateside or overseas.   Please pray daily for peace in our world, particularly in the Middle East, and for all who suffer the consequences of war.  Please pray daily for those who are hungry and for those who serve them.  Please be in prayer daily for the Lord to replenish the earth as He sees fit (rain – yes we request rain!!).

WE CAN’T THANK YOU ENOUGH!   

Thank you to our outgoing council members for their service over the years:  John Klepper, Felicia Neigut, Dennis Ferl, Colleen Kaye, Beverly Ladzinski and Emily Polhemus.  

Thank you to everyone who helped make the Epiphany Progressive Dinner a success.  Especially to our host families:  Nancy & Fred Carney and Emily & Brandon Merkord.  Thank you for opening your homes to your church family.  It was a great gift to us!

Thank you to the Raska’s, Tise’s, Temoney’s, and Hickman’s for putting together the meal for the confirmation group in January.  It was great!

Thank you to Guy Bowen, Jeff Thompson and all of Grace Over Pressure for sharing your gifts with us.  You definitely livened up the joint for a service!!!  We look forward to the next time.

Thank you to Signe Griffin, Mike Schliessmann and Doug Ladd for taking down our display from the Trail of Lights at the Emilyann Theatre. Thanks for another great year!

Thank you to everyone that continues to do all that you do around the church, within the church, and outside of the church to share the Good News in word and deed.

Thank you to Shirley Schliessmann and Colleen Kaye for preparing the new picture directories.  Be sure to get yours!!






80% of Strokes Are Preventable! Don’t be a stroke victim.

Life Line Screening will offer preventive health screenings at:
Wimberley Community Center on Saturday - March 07, 2009 

The screenings offered include a color Doppler ultrasound screening of the carotid arteries in the neck to check for plaque buildup, an ultrasound screening used to detect Abdominal Aortic Aneurysms- ruptured AAAs have only a 9-13% survival rate (AAA caused the deaths of Joe DiMaggio & Lucille Ball); Peripheral Arterial Disease screening to identify plaque build-up in the arteries of the legs (leading indicator of heart disease) and an EKG test that screens for an irregular heartbeat, which is directly associated with strokes.

“Why not just go to my doctor for these tests?” you may ask.  The answer, although surprising, is that your insurance companies typically will not pay for these screenings without clear evidence of symptoms.  Unfortunately, most people who suffer a stroke or abdominal aneurysm never show any signs that a major medical catastrophe is about to occur.

These painless, non-invasive tests are offered in the convenience of your neighborhood for $139.  You must pre-register by March 5th by calling: 1-800-324-1851  (Source Code: HSC6416)

Soap Time!!


Don’t forget to grab some soap as you are shopping to support the Soap Lady.  We collect soap for LWR.  We invite and encourage you to help us to reach our goal!!  

March Events - Mark Your Calendars! – Watch for more details later. 

March

  1 – Confirmation, 4pm @ New Life, Dripping Springs

  7 – Council Leadership Training

Don’t forget it is the season of Lent!!

Lenten Services begin with a meal at 6:30PM and service at 7:15PM.

            




VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

	
	
	1
	8
	15
	22
	

	Readers
	8:30
	Jim Vantine
	Jim Thomas
	Colleen Kaye
	Beverly Ladzinski


	 

	
	11:00
	Paul Toudouze
	Bunky Layton
	Danny Hickman
	T Temoney
	 

	Worship

Assistant
	8:30
	Nancy Volotko
	Jo Anne Miller
	Mike Schliessmann
	Colleen Kaye
	 

	
	11:00
	Jeanette Nelson
	Harvey Hohmann
	Lois Hickman
	Shirley Schliessmann
	 

	Acolytes
	8 :30
	Felicia Neigut
	Hannah Raska
	Shirley Schliessmann
	Madelyn Raska
	

	
	11:00
	Parker Tise
	Nick Merkord
	Ian Hasness
	Tripp Temoney
	

	Ushers


	8:30
	Mettenbrink/

Valentine
	Pollock/Carney
	Vantines
	Hollinger/Phillips
	

	
	11:00
	Bowen/Thompson 
	Ladd/Weir
	Pat & Jody Johnson
	Aldermans
	

	Child Care
	11:00
	Shirley Schliessmann
	Emily Merkord
	Holley Hickman
	Pam Longoria
	

	Hospitality
	8:30

11:00
	Ellingtons

O’Keefe’s
	Felicia Neigut
Ladd/Weir
	Bobbi Vantine

Jody Johnson
	Beverly Ladzinski
Lori Temoney
	

	Altar Guild
	8:30

11:00
	Nancy Volotko

Sharon Thompson 
	Signe Griffin

Harvey Hohmann
	Shirley Schliessmann

Carol Klepper
	Beverly Ladzinski

Shirley Schliessmann
	

	Flowers
	
	  
	 
	Vantines
	O’Keefes
	


NOTE TO READERS:  The Scripture readings for the week you serve will be in your box at the beginning of the month.  We encourage you to take them home and read through them prior to your Sunday to share your gift with the congregation.  

Pronunciation Guides are availabe – one under the Lecturn (where you read) and the other in the Church office.  Feel free to take and use them whenever needed.

	IMPORTANT MESSAGE:

If you can’t be present on the Sunday you are signed up to serve, please remember to find your own replacement!!  

This is vital to making sure all leadership roles are filled each week.  

Thanks!   (
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	02-01
	Ian Hasness
	02-15
	Nicolas Merkord
	
	

	02-01
	Faith Hasness
	02-18
	Victoria Hollinger
	
	Happy Anniversary


	02-06
	Harriet Powell
	02-23
	Bill Johnson
	02-04
	 Jeanette & Jerry Nelson

	02-07
	Doris Nelms
	02-23
	Benjamin Raska, Jr.
	02-07 
	 Doris & Bobby Nelms

	02-08
	Vincent Gordin
	02-24
	Alan Mahood
	02-15
	 Ben & Lynn Raska

	02-10
	Melinda Ellisor
	02-28 
	Harlan Mettenbrink
	02-23
	 Dave & Angie Hasness

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	CONGRATULATIONS !

	Note:  If we missed your special day or printed it incorrectly, please notify the church office…



The Chronicles


                                Lutheran Church of the Resurrection		


			           RR 12 & Spoke Hill Rd


	                                            P.O. Box 1087		


   Wimberley, Texas    512-847-3386





Web page: � HYPERLINK "http://www.welcometonewlife.org" ��www.welcometonewlife.org�       		 Pastor : Jennifer Fuhr                                  


E-mail:    Office@welcometonewlife.org			Office Admin: Colleen Kaye


     		 











February, 2009





  








_1187108018

