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Dear Friends,

Lately I’ve been hearing some of the following:  Pastor, I’m so tired of seeing people leave.  Pastor, there is so much tension in the air!  I really need a break from church.  When will new life begin again?  Where is the hope in all of this tension?  Why is this all happening to me?  To this church?  What do we do?  When will the healing begin?  The questions could go on and on.

There was an article in the New York Times that was based on Bob Dylan’s song titled “Don’t Think Twice It’s Alright."  Timothy D. Wilson found that over-thinking and reflecting does not lead to happiness: 

“It’s navel gazing time again, that stretch of the year when many of us turn our attention inward and think about how we can improve the way we live our lives.  But as we embark on this annual ritual of introspection, we would do well to ask ourselves a simple question:  Does it really do any good?”  (New York Times, December 29, 2005)
Of course the answer is no.  Wilson concludes that doing and living, rather than thinking about what we do and how we live is more enjoyable and leads to a deeper sense of happiness.  

On Sunday (January 24th) we had our annual meeting where we took the time to navel gaze, but we also raised our heads from our bellies and looked forward.  We spent time naming what was going on in our church, our community, our world and how that all made us feel.  Feelings like: sad, grief, frustrated, confused, tired, concerned, energized, bitterness, caught in the middle, hopeful, shocked, regret, and excited.
We took this time so that we could name what’s going on and begin to move on, move forward to renewal.  If all we do is continue to navel gaze we begin to look only at ourselves, looking inward, and then forget to look up and see the future, see the hope.  Healing begins when we name what is bothering us.  When we name our current feelings and thoughts.  When we confess the name of Christ that works in and through our lives.

Folks --- our healing begins now.  Lent begins this month.  It is a time when we reflect on the life of Christ as he journeyed to the cross.  It’s a time to remember and honor what the Lord has done and yet still continues to do for and with us.  

This year our Lenten series is going to focus on healing as we join in Holden Evening Prayer as well as music and meditations on healing.  We will begin by understanding and naming our Lord as Healer and hear from scripture about healing in body and soul, our community, and God’s world.  After all, God sent his Son in to this world to be in relationship with his people, to share his love and life, all of which brings healing to his people.  

This is a perfect season of the church year in which to start our healing journey.  There is light at the end of the dark Lenten and Holy Week tunnel.  That light is resurrection!  From the ashes of Ash Wednesday to the light and new life of Easter Resurrection we will, together, find our hope and our renewed life in the body of Christ.

Come and join the journey!
Pastor Jennifer (
“Faith is taking the first step even when you don't see the whole staircase.”  
Martin Luther King, Jr.

Milestone Ministry:

Driver’s License  - We have two youth who have or are working toward obtaining their driver’s license.  It is time to bless them and pray over them and their parent’s as this is a new life journey for everyone.  We will be honoring Carlie Tise and Holley Hickman on Sunday, February 7th.  Please plan to participate in this blessing.  
Adult Bible Class

Due to some recent changes in Christian Education, Pastor Jennifer will be teaching the JH/HS Sunday School Class.  Since Pastor will be teaching those students, we are working on a schedule for the Adult Sunday School Class.  Until that schedule is finalized, Adult Bible study will be suspended during the Sunday School time.  If you have any suggestions, ideas or would like to help lead the adult class, please contact Jason Valentine at jasonpvalentine@yahoo.com or visit with Pastor Jennifer.

YOUTH HAPPENINGS
 
LCR will participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring.  Members are invited to gather food suitable for the Crisis Bread Basket.  This year we invite you to gather your food and then ask our youth to pick it up at your home.  We will schedule this for your convenience nearer to the time of the event.  Of course, you can always bring donations to church.

 
Please contact Mike Schliessmann at bucket66@gmail.com, or 847-5872, or Pastor Jennifer. 
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Confirmation Time change!

Confirmation youth and parents please remember that we have altered the time of our gatherings.  We will meet from 2:00-5:00pm (on February 14th at New Life, Dripping Springs).

Taco Sales


Sunday, February 28th is the next Taco Sale Sunday.  The youth have decided that the proceeds donated this month will go to the relief efforts in Haiti.  Money will be given directly to Lutheran Disaster Relief.   Mark your calendars and see you there!

Deer creek worship


Lutheran Church of the Resurrection will be leading the worship service on Sunday, February 28th at 3:30pm.  All are welcome to come!

Mission of the month:  Lutheran World Relief (LWR)

This month we are invited to give some extra support to Lutheran World Relief.  LWR is a non-governmental organization founded in 1945 to respond to the needs of communities devastated by World War II. Since then, it has evolved from a relief agency shipping material resources to war-torn Europe to an agency that work with partners worldwide to respond to emergencies, seek lasting solutions to rural poverty, and work for peace and justice for all. LWR works to promote equity, strengthen organizational capacity, and empower communities to have a voice in decisions that affect their lives, while continually learning to increase our impact. LWR also works to reduce poverty and injustice by helping communities increase and expand the resources they need to live productive, healthy and empowered lives.

Our church, LCR, is involved with LWR in a variety of capacities:  quilting, layettes, school kits, sewing kits, and health kits.  If you would like to give a monetary donation to this organization – please indicate on your envelope that the funds are to be given to LWR.  Otherwise be watching the church for ways to help with in-kind offerings.

LWR COLLECTION BEGINS

The materials lists for the various kits that we send to LWR are available on the table outside the office. Word received from Lutheran World Relief is that they are out of layettes and health and school kits.  Their shipment to Haiti has depleted their warehouses. The quilting group is making great headway in making the quilts for this year’s shipment.  If you have any old sheets or cotton material to donate to this continuing effort please see Colleen. Each year we strive for about 120 quilts to ship.  Your generous donations make that possible. 
QUILT AND PRAYER SHAWL RAFFLE

The quilt group and the Prayer Shawl group have joined efforts this year to raise funds to help pay for supplies that are needed to keep our Outreach ministries thriving. This year we will raffle quilts as well as handmade scarfs and shawls. The items will be on display in the narthex in the next few weeks along with tickets for sale. 

Lenten Journey Begins


On February 17th we start our journey with an Ash Wednesday Worship and remembrance.  Worship begins at 7:30pm.  We will continue each week with our Wednesday Meal (a signup sheet is on the Welcome Table) and Worship.  The Meal begins at 6:30pm and Worship at 7:30pm.
Our pilgrimage through Lent comes in many forms:  fasting, prayer, reflection, openness for the Lord to inspire us to serve Him, a time to renew and deepen our relationship with the Lord.  This year it will be an opportunity for healing.  We all need it….within ourselves, our community and definitely our world. 

Through Holden Evening Prayer and scriptures, prayers, meditations and music our time together will help us to begin to transform and heal.  Each Wednesday night, after the Lenten worship, you are invited to stay for a time of prayer and anointing. 

And don’t worry, if you aren’t able to attend every Wednesday night, a piece of healing will flow into Sunday’s worship as well.  Everyone will have an opportunity to join in the healing journey.  Be watching for emails and information on where this season of Lent will take us.
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Shrove Tuesday --- YOU ARE INVITED!

Shrove “Fat” Tuesday Dinner is on February 16, serving from 6 to 7 PM.  This year’s menu is:  Jambalaya with sausage, Gumbo with chicken, Vegetarian Jambalaya & Gumbo, Rice Corn Bread, Mardi Gras Cake, Coffee, Ice Tea, and Lemonade. WOW – what a treat!!  Come and enjoy a meal and fellowship as prepare to begin our Lenten Journey.  Be sure to sign up at the Welcome table and join us.  Bring a friend!!
Welcome to….

Please add the following information to your directory.

Joan Mohr

101 Spanish Oak Trail 
Dripping Springs, TX  78620      Phone: 829-4180
WE CAN’T THANK YOU ENOUGH!   

Thank you to……

Fred & Nancy Carney and Jim & Sandy Thomas for opening their homes to host the Epiphany Progressive Dinner.  And thanks to Bobbi Vantine and the Fellowship Team….great work everyone!
Ron Weir, Carol & Dirk Dierking, and Mike Schliessmann for taking down the display at the Emily Ann Theatre.  Creative ideas are churning for next year’s display!  If you have any, please be sure to share!!

JoAnne Miller, Angie Rose, Pat Spickler, Claudia and Brandon Loredo and Mike & Shirley Schliessmann for taking down the Christmas decorations.

2010 Council & Elected committee members
We apologize; we neglected to include one of the members of the 2010 Nominating Committee – Travis Kilpatrick.
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We continue to pray for all who are ill and recovering and receiving treatments or testing and for Pam Longoria, Hugh & Bobbie Ellington, Sandy Thomas, Evelyn Suggs, Betty Spickler, Pat Strobel, Pat Krupinsky (cousin of Harriet Powell), Doris Kowalski, Suzie Vincina (cousin of Felicia Neigut), Susan Loosen (friend of Jim and Sandy Thomas), Zee Hickman (mother of Danny and Lois Hickman), Dot Currie (sister of Dirk Dierking), Michael Hill (son of Estelle Hill), Paul Velta (friend of Beverly Ladzinski), JoJo Vincina, Jean Toppett (friend of Beverly Ladzinski), Dora Moellenberg (Memaw of Brenda Tise), Jill Vantine (daughter of Bobbi & Jim Vantine), and all care givers that devote their time to care for those they love.

Please be in prayer for our family and friends who are serving our country either stateside or overseas.   Please pray daily for peace in our world, particularly in the Middle East, and for all who suffer the consequences of war.  Please pray daily for those who are hungry and for those who serve them.  Please be in prayer daily for the Lord to replenish the earth as He sees fit.

Care for Pam Longoria


Many of you have asked how to help Pam during her treatments.  She has a calendar prepared on the Internet that states what she needs and when.  To see the calendar, first Google "CareCalendar".  These two codes are needed to get to her calendar:  CALENDAR ID - 29525  and  SECURITY CODE
- 9504.  Whatever help you can give would be greatly appreciated.

Annual reports available at church


If you were unable to attend the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 24th, please be sure to pick up a copy of the report packet at church.  They are on the table in the entry way.

Wimberley Blood Drive - February 6 

The next Wimberley Community Blood Drive is fast approaching! You will find the Pledge Sheet on the information desk. Our goal is to have a minimum of 10 members donate blood on February 6th.  If you are able and interested in donating blood, please mark this date on your calendar.   Contact Brenda Moore for more information.  

Austin conference spring gathering

 for Women of the ELCA


Is March 13, 2010, 8:30am-3:00pm at Peace Lutheran Church in Rockdale, TX.  This year’s theme is “Joined in Christ” (1 Peter 3:8).  Pastor Lynnae Sorenson will give a presentation on Water2Thrive and Pastor Jan Campbell will share information about an orphanage in Tanzania.  A physical offering of canned goods will be collected for the Rockdale Christian Food Pantry.  The monetary offering received will be divided between the Churchwide WELCA, Water2Thrive, and the orphanage in Tanzania.  


Cost is $8/person and includes lunch.  The deadline to register for this event is March 1, 2010.  Forms are on the Welcome Table at church.  
Flu season


Just a reminder that as we are in the thick of flu season and continue to share the peace of Christ in our worship services….there is hand sanitizer in the back of the sanctuary.  Ask the ushers if you cannot locate the dispenser.  Let’s all try to stay healthy this year!!

Mexican train


An event that takes place each month at the church – and is open to all who wish to come and join the fun.  In case you aren’t aware – this is a dominoes game.  If you’ve never heard of it and wish to learn – come and join us.  Whether you are an expert or a beginner – you will fit right in with this crowd of LCR folks.  We play on the 3rd Thursday of the month, beginning at 12:30pm.  The next play date is February 18th.  If you would like to be on the e-mail list of dates, please contact Shirley Schliessmann.  

hand & foot 


We have started another game day here at church: Hand and Foot.  It’s a card game similar to Canasta and fun to play.  The second and fourth Monday of each month at 1:00 p.m. is when the group meets. If you want to be on the email reminder list, contact Colleen at 847-3386.

LCD Projector


If you have borrowed the LCD projector from the church, please return it ASAP.  
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Tax forms available


Forms are available in the church office for individuals that have donated in-kind item(s) to the church.  Please be sure to stop by and get what you need.    

Cartridge Recycling Center Reminder


We continue to collect ink cartridges for recycling.  Please bring them in a zip lock bag and place in the recycling center in the narthex.   
Cross trails ministry  
To register for any of these retreats contact Cross Trails Ministry –info@crosstrails.org or by phone at 830-257-6340.
Family Spring Retreat “Green Thumb” – for parents & children, grandparents & grandkids, the whole family!  March 19-21 @ Camp Chrysalis.  Creation is vibrant in the spring.  Gather with friends and family on a weekend of preparing for a new season.  Test your own green thumbs as you participate in crafts, games, worships, camp activities, and Bible studies that will look into the world around us and look at how we grow daily.  Registration prior to March 5th:  Adults & Youth 13 and over - $100, Youth ages 4-12 - $75, Household Maximum - $350
Upper Elementary Lenten Retreat “Giving it up” – for Grades 3-6, must register as a group.  March 4-7 @ Camp Chrysalis.  Chocolate, meat, soda, shopping, and more are all things that people give up for Lent.  Why do we do that?  How did that tradition start?  What does giving up dessert have to do with Jesus?  Come and learn about the preparation that Jesus went through before his death and resurrection through Bible study, worship, games, and a craft.  Learn how to prepare your heart for Easter by observing Lent.  Registration prior to February 19th:  Youth - $60, Adult Sponsors - $30.
Free mammograms

Available for women who qualify under the following criteria:  Must be at least 40; no breast implants, not pregnant or breast feeding, no current breast problems; no insurance, Medicaid, Medicare; must be low income; no previous mammograms within the past year; no history of breast cancer.


If you meet these criteria please call 512-505-5528 or 1-866-294-4923 to make an appointment.  Free mammograms will take place at Abiding Love Lutheran Church (7210 Brush Country Road) in Austin on February 15 & 16 from 8:00-4:00pm.
SECOND ACT TROUPE COMMUNITY BENEFIT IN WIMBERLEY

Second Act Troupe will perform two outstanding one act plays under the umbrella title of “Stuff and Nonsense”.  The two plays are “The Last Act is a Solo” and “Stuffings” with a short piece

“Housecleaning” rounding off the entertainment.  Performances are at 8PM Friday and Saturday, February 5th & 6th in the Fellowship Hall of the Wimberley United Methodist Church.  For reservations call 512-618-3355 or purchase tickets at the door.  Proceeds from the performances will benefit Operation Good Shepherd. 100% of donations to OGS stay in Wimberley to assist families with rent, utilities and medical and transportation needs. It is administered by the Barnabas Connection.
How Are We doing?

November





December
General Fund – 




General Fund –


Total Donations $11,397



Total Donations $11,084

Budgeted Amount $12,500



Budgeted Amount $10,000


Percentage Received – 91%



Percentage Received – 110%

Building Fund -




Building Fund –


Total Donations $2,357



Total Donations $1704

Budgeted Amount $2,400



Budgeted Amount $2,400


Percentage Received – 98%



Percentage Received – 71%

Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all you produce.   (Proverbs 3:9)
March Events - Mark Your Calendars! – Watch for more details later. 

March


  3 – Lenten Meal and Worship

  6 – Prayer Shawl Meeting, 1:00pm

  7 – Confirmation @ Holy Cross, Austin, 2-5pm


  8 – Council meeting, 6:30pm


 10 - Lenten Meal and Worship


 17 - Lenten Meal and Worship


 18 – Mexican Train @ 12:30pm


 21 – Big Daddy Weave Concert at Cypress Creek Church @ 7:00pm


 24 - Lenten Meal and Worship


 28 – Pops Concert @ TLU

Holy Week Begins!! – Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Worship this week.
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	Happy Anniversary


	02-06
	Harriet Powell

	02-18
	Victoria Hollinger
	02-04
	Jeanette & Jerry Nelson

	02-07
	Doris Nelms
	02-23
	Benjamin Raska, Jr.
	02-07
	Doris & Bobby Nelms

	02-08
	Vincent Gordin
	02-23
	Bill Johnson
	02-15
	Ben & Lynn Raska

	02-10
	Melinda Ellisor
	02-24
	Alan Mahood
	 
	 

	02-15
	Nicolas Merkord

	02-28
	Harlan Mettenbrink
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	CONGRATULATIONS!

	Note:  If we missed your special day or printed it incorrectly, please notify the church office…









VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

	
	
	7
	14
	21
	28
	

	Readers
	8:30
	Jo Anne Miller
	Bobbi Vantine
	Colleen Kaye
	Beverly Ladzinski

	 

	
	11:00
	Dorcy Rhea
	Carol Dierking
	Whitney Cargill
	Melinda Ellisor
	 

	Worship
Assistant
	8:30
	Mike Schliessmann
	Jim Vantine
	Shirley Schliessmann
	Colleen Kaye
	 

	
	11:00
	Doris King
	Dirk Dierking
	Chris Nichols
	Jeanette Nelson
	 

	Acolytes
	8 :30
	Shirley Schliessmann
	Harriet Powell
	Hannah Raska
	Felicia Neigut
	

	
	11:00
	Natalie Merkord
	Riley Dove 
	Parker Tise
	Sam Ellisor
	

	Ushers

	8:30
	Valentine/Mettenbrink
	Schliessmanns
	Raskas
	Phillips/Bradshaw
	

	
	11:00
	Merkords 
	Raska/Bradshaw
	Pat & Jody Johnson
	Ellisor/Dierking
	

	Child Care
	11:00
	Holley Hickman
	Madelyn Raska
	Whitney Cargill
	Delayne Leonard
	

	Hospitality
	8:30
11:00
	Jo Anne Miller
Bunky Layton
	Bobbi Vantine
Brenda Moore
	Bill & Paula Johnson
Jody Johnson
	Felicia Neigut
O’Keefes
	

	Altar Guild
	8:30

11:00
	Shirley Schliessmann

Doris King
	Shirley Schliessmann
Carol Dierking
	P. Johnson/M. Raska
Beth Alexander
	Bev Ladzinski
Harlean O’Keefe
	

	Flowers
	
	  
	Valentines
	          LENT
	          LENT
	


NOTE TO READERS:  The Scripture readings for the week you serve will be in your box at the beginning of the month.  We encourage you to take them home and read through them prior to your Sunday to share your gift with the congregation.  

Pronunciation Guides are available – one under the Lecturn (where you read) and the other in the Church office.  Feel free to take and use them whenever needed.

	IMPORTANT MESSAGE:

If you can’t be present on the Sunday you are signed up to serve, please remember to find your own replacement!!  

This is vital to making sure all leadership roles are filled each week.  

Thanks!   (
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