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TASTE WORSHIP……
What a great night!  I write this article on the heels of an amazingly uplifting evening at New Life Lutheran Church in Dripping Springs.  This worship service was a sponsored event by the Tribal Confirmation churches (yes, that included us!).  Peder Eide is a musician out of MN that I met years ago while in seminary.  Peder and I have also worked together at various TX youth gatherings over the last several years.  So it was a treat for me to see this dream of bringing Peder to this area of TX come to fruition.  Taste Worship is all about an experiential worship – NOT just in a church building – but finding moments of time to worship God together as a family.  It’s was a night of TASTE(ing) what it’s like when a family comes together with God at its core.   


Peder shared his life, love and passion for young people and their important role in our Christian living.  He reminded me that a home is a place in which Christ is to be shared and lived.  He reminded me of simple ways to TASTE and see God in our families, with our friends, and in our community of faith.   
Touch – Mark 1:40-42; hold hands while praying, give hugs, hold hands and share 3 squeezes (“I love you.”).
Affirmation - 1 Thessalonians 5:11; write post-it note affirmations and hang them in the house where the recipient will see them.
Service - Philippians 2:1-4; tithe a Saturday – give your day as a family to work for those in need or pay for the person behind you in the drive-thru line. (It’s surprisingly liberating.  I just did this the other day at Starbucks.  The worker was certainly confused as I tried to explain what I wanted to do.  And who knows what the reaction was for the driver behind me.  But maybe that little bit of blessing went a long way!)
Tradition – Philippians 1:3; We all (hopefully) experience a blessing or sense of peace with the tradition of Holy Communion each week.  The rhythm of the blessing is something to rely on in experiencing God’s grace.  So what traditions might you develop in your family?  Have everyone in your family set your phone alarm for the same time each day.  Take that moment to stop and pray for one another.  
Experience – Isaiah 6:1-3; I’m not sure if this is actually the right word – I was so caught up in the blessings of the night that I can’t remember (maybe JoAnne or Harriet can help me out! ().  Anyway – this was one of my favorite moments of the night.  Families (parents and children; friends that came together; an entire youth group from the ELCA mission start in Spicewood; husbands and wives; and new found friends (the sound guy and myself --- what a trip () --- we all stopped and took time to lay hands on one another and pray over each other.  It was a sight to see.  Parents blessing and anointing their children; but most especially children praying over their parents.  I don’t think that I saw too many dry eyes in the place.  There is something about touch and prayer that saves lives.  My favorite sight was the youth group linked together in sharing this time of peaceful blessing.  Try it – your family will be blessed!
 

(I hope that you take the time to look up the scripture listed above and really come to learn what it means to taste.)
I could go on and on about all that was shared, learned and experienced through sight, sound, taste, touch and smell with lemons, chocolate, jelly beans, and much more.  We spent the night singing songs, dancing around, sharing stories, sharing lives, and sharing Christ with one another.  It was a night full of blessings for me and for others as we learned what it means to delight in the Lord.  
I’ve received some emails, notes and phone calls of appreciation for such a great night of living what it means to be a family of faith in worship (not just in the church building).

“I’m so glad Peder came to TX.  He is so full of life and love.  You can just see God oozing out of him.  Thanks for inviting him to Dripping.”

“That was an amazing evening!  Peder is so funny and brings life to the room.  I wish we could have represented more of our TX spirit.  But please know that my family was blessed and have taken home some ideas to try!  Thanks Pastor Jen & Peder!”

“Peder was GREAT.  I had so much fun.  I’m excited to be the catalyst (I think that is what he called us) in my family.  I really think my mom needs a post-it note.”

“I LOVED the family blessing.  My husband and I cried ourselves to sleep as we thought about how simple it is to bless our children in this way.  We always pray for them but to actually TOUCH and pray….what a simple thing.  We were blessed to know that they prayed for us in the same way.  Thank you Peder for such simple reminders.”

Praise be to God for Peder’s ministry and the opportunity that was laid before us.  I look forward to experiencing TASTE in my life.  I hope you do too.







Pastor Jennifer

"Without worship, we go about miserable." ~A. W. Tozer

"When I worship, I would rather my heart be without words than my words be without heart." ~Lamar Boschman 


Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, February 22nd, worship @ 7:30pm.  


Lent begins with ashes; the mark of the penitent, a public sing that we are about to embark on a conversion of the heart.  Lent is a time to turn to God, to repent, to prepare for the joy to come.  The feeling is subdued, with a meditative hush, in awe of God, in sharp awareness of how each of us are not masters of our lives but are instead subject to the tides of life and in need of God’s grace and presence.

Lenten Meals
Each Wednesday during Lent --- Meal @ 6:30pm, Worship @ 7:30pm
Meals will include a simple soup and sandwich before worship.  A sign-up sheet will be in the narthex.  Each week we would like to have two hosts to help set-up, make tea and lemonade as well as clean-up.  If you have a gift for making soup:  we hope to have 3 soups for at least 12 people each.  If sandwiches are more your thing:  we look for 2 platters of sandwiches with 12-18 sandwiches on each platter.  If you are more interested in desserts:  feel free to bring those as well. ( Take a look at the sign-up sheets and help out where you can.  If you have questions, please talk to Gayle Weir.  
Worship will be lead by a variety of people this year.  “Whose Cross Is It, Anyway?” will be the focus of our conversation.  You will see and experience a story like no other as a “special delivery” comes to our church each week.  To who is it addressed?  Who will accept the “delivery”?  Come and find out.  If you want to be a part of the “delivery”, talk to Dorcy Rhea.  Our core of worship will be centered in a contemplative time with Holden Evening Prayer.  We hope to see you on Wednesdays as we journey to the cross.
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Bible Study Continues on….All are welcome!  
Living the Questions Series #2 begins in January.  The thematic focus is “Reclaiming the World.”  Sessions will include:  Evil, Suffering & A God of Love; The Myth of Redemptive Violence; Practicing Resurrection; Debunking the Rapture; and Reclaiming the World.  

We will meet on Wednesday afternoons from 1-3pm in the Adult Education Room.  Session readings will be sent out the Monday before class via email.  If you are unable to join us for the class but want to read a bit more about these topics and progressive Christianity, there will be copies of the sessions on the bulletin board at church.

Class Dates:

February 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29

Address Change


Please update your records for Blaine:  111 Live Oak Dr. in Wimberley

Deer Creek Devotions


Sunday, February 12th @ 3:30pm.  We would love to see some LCR folks come to join in this worship experience as we support our local assisting living and nursing home residents.  Both of our leaders for this day are unable to join us --- so Pastor could use some extra support.  She hopes to see a few LCR folks there! (
Council Information


Installation of Members – Sunday, February 19th @ Worship


Council Workshop – Vision and Planning is on Sunday, February 26th following worship. Lunch will be provided.  We will conclude @ 5:00pm.  We ask the congregation to be in prayer for our time together as we study, pray, vision and work for the good of our community.

Recap of the new Council structure

On January 29, 2012 at the Annual Meeting there was a proposal given for the restructuring of our council make-up: moving from committee run council to members at-large.  This proposal passed.  This article is an attempt to begin the communication of what this restructuring looks like for the life and ministry of LCR.  This is only the beginning of the communication and changes.  The new council will be meeting in late February to talk about more specifics.  The results of that meeting will be communicated in the newsletters to come.  In the meantime, if you have questions please talk to a council member.  

In this new structure we will have the following positions:  President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and at least 2 but no more than 6 at large members, plus the Pastor. All of the council positions are elected for two years, with staggered terms. At the January meeting we elected a secretary and 3 at large members. Since we are starting over with the newly structured council they will determine who will serve the two year terms and who will serve the one year terms. This will start the rotation cycle.  Our current council is:  Jim Ellisor (President), Ben Raska (Vice President), Blaine Nelson (Secretary), Travis Kilpatrick (Treasurer), with at large members:  Dianne Kilpatrick, Hannah Raska and Ron Weir.

The ministry team structure at this point has not changed.   The only difference is the team leaders will not be required to serve a two year council term.  The new council members will divide up the Ministry Teams so each team will have a liaison to assist with continued communication with the council.
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We continue to pray for all who are ill and recovering and receiving treatments or testing and for Betty Spickler, Pat Spickler, Pam Longoria, Ruth Ann Heidenmeyer (sister of John Hill), Jim Valentine (father of Jason Valentine), Dot Currie (sister of Dirk Dierking), Aiden Pederson (friend of Lois Hickman), Chelsea Livingston (granddaughter of Dorcy Rhea), Melissa Larson (daughter of Dorcy Rhea), Tyler Bloom (great nephew of Dirk Dierking), and all care givers that devote their time to care for those they love.  

Please be in prayer for our family and friends who are serving our country either stateside or overseas.   Pray daily for peace in our world, particularly in Libya and the Middle East, and for all who suffer the consequences of war.  We continue to pray for those who are hungry and for those who serve them.  Please be in prayer for the Lord to replenish the earth as He sees fit.  We also lift in prayer the families that are struggling with separation and divorce.  We pray for those affected by tornadoes, floods, earthquakes, wind and dust storms as well as fires.  

WE CAN’T THANK YOU ENOUGH!   

Thank you to……

Ron Weir, Mike Schliessmann, and Dirk Dierking for taking down the Emily Ann Theatre display.  You guys are great! (
All who helped take down the Christmas decorations.  We appreciate your continued willingness to help out around the church.

To the ladies that came to Taste Worship.  You have show once again that family does not necessarily mean parents and children, but families of friends.  Thanks for your support in this ministry.  And a special thanks to Mike Schliessmann for going the extra mile(s) to help with the sound equipment.  

Beverly Ladzinski, Harriet Powell, Paula Johnson, Doris King, Jan Erlandson, JoAnne Miller, Londa Burns, Sue Fox, Colleen Kaye and Pastor Jennifer for their great work at the Sew-In.  More than 50 quilt tops were started and several were tied and sewed.  Thanks ladies for your work for Lutheran World Relief efforts.

Dear Friends,

Well it looks like we’ve made it through another year!  I hope each of your Christmas celebrations were as merry as ours have been.  The children were sure blessed this season……….God has been doing some really great things in the lives of our youngsters and this year I felt like our focus was definitely on what really matters the most.  That being said there were of course lots of presents too and I want to say a special word of thanks to all those who made extra contributions to our gift fund.  Because of your generosity, each child in our care received a brand new dress outfit, a set of pajamas, a track suit and three other toys or personal items depending upon his or her age.


Thank you for your contribution of $292 to this blessing.






In Christ’s Service,






Betsy Chacon, Children’s Haven International

[FYI --- This was money given from Taco Sunday Donations, matched by Thrivent.]

Dear Christian Friends,

Thank you so much for your gift on January 10th, in the amount of $460 in support of the immediate needs for food, shelter, and clothing of those who were affected by the catastrophic fires.  We are grateful for your partnership in ministry and helping make a difference in the lives of those who have suffered loss and destruction.

Thank you for your continued prayers for the survivors and communities devastated by these wildfires as well as those involved in fighting these fires.

May the blessings of our Lord Jesus be experienced by you as we have experienced His blessings through you.




Sincerely,




Dr. Kurt Senske, Chief Executive Office of Lutheran Social Services

[FYI --- This was also money given from Taco Sunday Donations, matched by Thrivent.]

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

February starts our LWR project. We need soap, soap and more soap, as soap is a luxury for cleanliness and in reducing disease and infection. Any kind of soap is accepted but the regular bar soap is preferred. Other kits to prepare are Personal Care, School, Baby Care, and Fabric. Check out the LWR table in the narthex for kit content lists. Take them with you when you are shopping.

Hays County Women of the ELCA

Ladies you are invited to the quarterly gathering of this group at Living Word Lutheran Church in Buda on Sunday, February 19th @ 2:00pm.  The education time of the gathering will focus on the DVD “Pray the Devil Back to Hell.”  This video is a documentary about Leymah Gbowee (Nobel Peace Prize recipient) who worked with Liberian women to rally against their tyrant leader to bring peace to their country.  If you would like more information or wish to attend please contact Clarie Streng Broste, cst5633@aol.com 

Mammogram Day @ Abiding Love 


On Monday, February 13th Abiding Love Lutheran Church in Austin (7210 Brush County Rd) will be hosting a Mammogram Day.  As we all know clinical breast exams, breast self-exams, and mammography are the best fight against breast cancer for ALL women.  Early detection is the key!  


Normally a mammogram would be approximately $200-300, but due to a generous donation from Austin Area Affiliate of Susan G. Koman Foundation for the Cure the mammogram screening will be free of charge.  The criteria is:  must be at least 40 years old; no breast implants, not pregnant, not breast feeding, and no current breast problems; no insurance, Medicaid, Medicare (exceptions will be made for women who are low income and uninsured with a very high deductable); must be low income; no previous mammograms within the past year; and no history of breast cancer.


If you or a friend of yours fits this criterion please call Seton Cancer Screening @ 512-505-5528 or 1-866-294-4923.  You must have an appointment to attend Mammogram Day.

New Life Children’s Center Fundraiser

Make A Difference, Y’all! Lutheran Social Services is hosting the 13th Annual Make A Difference Gala on Saturday, February 18th 2012 at Austin Music Hall. This Wild West celebration will include dinner, dancing, live and silent auctions and lots of fun! All proceeds benefit the abused and neglected girls who call the New Life Children’s Center home. Online registration available at www.LSSS.org/MakeADifference or by phone at 512-459-1000.

Mexican train


An event that takes place each month at the church and is open to all who wish to come and join the fun.  In case you aren’t aware – this is a dominoes game.  If you’ve never heard of it and wish to learn – come and join us.  Whether you are an expert or a beginner – you will fit right in with this crowd of LCR folks.  We play on the 3rd Thursday of the month, beginning at 12:30pm.  The next date is Thursday, February 16th.  If you would like to be on the e-mail list of dates, please contact Shirley Schliessmann.  

hand & foot 


It’s a card game similar to Canasta and fun to play.  In order to make it more available to all the players we have a new schedule.  We will play on the second Monday and the fourth Thursday of each month at 1:00 p.m.  So, we will play February 13th and 23rd.  If you want to be on the email reminder list, contact Colleen at 847-3386.

LCR Talent to Perform

Lori Temoney is part of a play called “The Cemetery Club.”  It's about three older ladies who go to the cemetery every month to visit their dead husbands.  It's playing at the Price Center in San Marcos on February 3-4 & 10-11.  On Friday it's just the show which starts at 7:30 and cost $15.00.  On Saturday it's a dinner and a show.  The dinner starts at 6:30 and consist of salad, baked chicken, mash potatoes, green beans, and dinner roll.  Dessert will be served at intermission and there will be a variety to select from.  The cost for dinner and the show is $28.00.  For more information, see the newspaper article hanging in the narthex or talk to Lori.  Lori does have tickets if anyone is interested.

Let the Good Times Roll – Mardi Gras Benefit


Wimberley’s 1st Annual MyNK Mardi Gras Benefit and Gumbo Cook-off will take place on Saturday, February 18th from 7pm till Midnight.  Eat, drink and dance the night away in the historic streets of Pioneer Town.  More information on the benefit and how to enter the cook-off are available on posters at the church.  You can also email David Reynolds dlicf@yahoo.com or call Jamie Clark @ 512-913-2900.

Cross trails ministry retreats


Mother-Daughter Retreat “Family Stories” – February 3-5 at Ebert Ranch for daughters in grades 9-12 and their mothers.  Every family has stories.  Our memories of important times, both joyful and painful, make us into who we are today.  Explore these stories of biblical characters who came to be shaped by their own remembering.  Explore your own stories and grow together in relationship.  This will be a weekend of fun and memories as you try your choice of camp activities.  Cost:  Mothers $105, Daughters $75.  Maximum Household cost is $200.


The “Dangerous” Retreat for Boys and Their Dads – February 24-26 at Ebert Ranch for boys in grades 4-6 and their fathers.  Come to Ebert Ranch for a weekend of “dangerous” activities.  Try such things as fire building, archery, slingshots, survival shelter construction, carving and more!  Even our father/son Bible study will explore what it means to have “dangerous” faith.  Cost:  Fathers $101, Sons $75.  Maximum Household cost is $200.


Ashes & Stars Retreat – February 22-24 at Camp Chrysalis for adults.  Have you ever wondered about “who we are” and “what is our place in the universe”?  At this retreat, we’ll gather under the stars each evening to see the glory of God’s heavens first hand, hear lectures on faith and string theory from noted expert Prof. Gerald Cleaver, and participate in Bible studies aimed at recapturing the sense of wonder the Ancient Israelites had when they gazed upon the night sky.  Bring your telescope if you have one, or mingle with those that do.  Ashes and Stars is an opportunity to witness how faith and science can come together to paint a more vivid image of God’s glory.  Cost:  $125 per person.


Please contact Cross Trails Ministry for more information and to register for any of these retreats.  www.crosstrails.org or 1-830-258-6340

March - Mark Your Calendars! – Watch for more details later. 

Lenten Supper & Worship, Wednesday’s @ 6:30pm (worship @ 7:30pm) 


4th - Pastor’s out of town, Pastor Jaime Bouzard is Guest Preacher


24th – TLU Choir Concert @ St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church @ 4:00pm


25th – Deer Creek Devotions @ 3:30pm


31st – Chili Cook Off 
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	Happy Anniversary


	02-06
	Harriet Powell

	02-18
	Victoria Hollinger
	02-04
	Jeanette & Jerry Nelson

	02-07
	Doris Nelms
	02-23
	Benjamin Raska, Jr.
	02-07
	Doris & Bobby Nelms

	02-08
	Vincent Gordin
	02-24
	Alan Mahood
	02-15
	Ben & Lynn Raska

	02-10
	Melinda Ellisor
	02-28
	Harlan Mettenbrink
	 02-26
	Chris & Delayne Leonard

	02-15
	Nicolas Merkord
	 
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	CONGRATULATIONS !

	Note:  If we missed your special day or printed it incorrectly, please notify the church office…


            




VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

	
	
	5
 
	12
 
	19
 
	26
 
	

	Readers
	10:00
	T Temoney
	Angie Rose
	Melinda Ellisor
	Blaine Nelson

	

	Worship
Assistant
	10:00
	Doris King
	Colleen Kaye
	Lois Hickman
	Dirk Dierking
	

	Acolytes
	10:00
	Bella Raska 
	Harriet Powell
	Nick Merkord
	Hannah Raska
	

	Ushers

	10:00
	Tripp & Lori Temoney
	Dierkings
	Ellisors
	Raskas

	

	Hospitality
	10:00
	Lori Temoney 
	Angie Rose
	JoAnne Miller
	Blaine Nelson
	

	Altar Guild
    
	10:00
	Beverly Ladzinski

	Colleen Kaye
	Dorcy Rhea
	Shirley Schliessmann
	

	Counters
	
	Schliessmanns
	James Hollinger
	Brandon Merkord
	Mettenbrink &
Valentine
	


NOTE TO READERS:  The Scripture readings for the week you serve will be in your box at the beginning of the month.  We encourage you to take them home and read through them prior to your Sunday to share your gift with the congregation.  

Pronunciation Guides are availabe – one under the Lecturn (where you read) and the other in the Church office.  Feel free to take and use them whenever needed.

IMPORTANT MESSAGE: If you can’t be present on the Sunday you are signed up to serve, please remember to find your own replacement!!  This is vital to making sure all leadership roles are filled each week.  Thanks!   (                         
The Chronicles
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