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Dear Friends,

First let me start by saying – wow, what a 2009!!  It’s just been hectic and crazy, both in church and at home.  For you too?

I think about all of the running back and forth to Nebraska in the past year.  And then reflect on the crisis of faith that went and continues to go along with disease and death.  I thank God for the new life in my home.  Lucie may be a holy terror at times, but she certainly brings new energy to me.  Professionally, I look back to a year that was overshadowed by an ELCA policy.  It seemed like the life of the church stopped when the news broke over the summer.  And I look to my own budget, as well as the budget of the church and come to the realization that the economic downfall has finally hit Texas.  And of course I always wonder -- are we reaching people for Christ?  Am I doing enough to shepherd God’s flock?  Do I have the faith to carry us through this time of hurt and pain, grief and sorrow, uncertainty and what seems like hopelessness?  


The answer…..only by the grace of God!!  “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going.”  (Hebrews 11:8)  Abraham is one of the gracious examples Scripture give us of living “by faith” and not “by sight” – living in the light of God’s promises in the present, stepping forward in faith to live.  Living by faith means knowing that every wish will not be fulfilled nor that you will always be successful.  But it does mean you will live victoriously. 

Living victoriously by faith means we can live secure in the knowledge that we may have absolute trust, complete confidence, in the promises of God. Living victoriously means being relieved of that death grip of panic and doubt that can freeze us out of any forward movement. Living victoriously in faith means we are free to prophesy our way forward in life, empowered to work with every fiber of our being to participate in that prophecy's birth. 

Did you see what I saw?  Movement, forward thinking, hope, promise, release from fear…….trusting in a good and gracious God to carry us through!  Now, to fully trust and believe that these promises are for me, for you, for us….that is the key.


I pray that these words continue to come alive in my heart and in yours as we journey through another year of life, love and ministry in the name of Jesus Christ.

Happy and blessed New Year to us all!

Pastor Jennifer (
“Faith is taking the first step even when you don't see the whole staircase.”  Martin Luther King, Jr.

 “It's not dying for faith that's so hard, it's living up to it.”  William Makepeace Thackeray


Congregational meeting

Mark your calendars for Sunday, January 24th at Noon for the Annual Congregational Meeting.  We will review annual reports and adopt the bylaw changes made by the council.  If you did not receive the bylaw changes via email or postal service, please contact the church office.  
Milestone Ministry:

Driver’s License - We have two youth who have or are working toward obtaining their driver’s license.  It is time to bless them and pray over them and their parents as this is a new life journey for everyone.  We will be honoring Carlie Tise and Holley Hickman on Sunday, February 7th.  Please plan to participate in this blessing.  
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YOUTH HAPPENINGS

The LCR youth are gearing up for a new year of activities.  The group is offering babysitting services at church the night of the Epiphany Progressive Dinner (January 9) for parents who want to attend.  Our older youth will attend to the children and an adult supervisor will be present.  

 
The youth will also offer breakfast tacos on Sunday, January 24th.  Proceeds from taco sales will be used to support those who want to go to summer camp.

 
We will also try our best to have a Movie Night.  Older youth invite younger youth to a movie (G rated only).  Adult supervision is provided.  We will firm up plans as the movie schedule is made available.

 
Looking slightly beyond January:  LCR will participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring.  Members are invited to gather food suitable for the Crisis Bread Basket.  This year we invite you to gather your food and then ask our youth to pick it up at your home.  We will schedule this for your convenience nearer to the time of the event.  Of course, you can always bring donations to church.

 
Please contact Mike Schliessmann at bucket66@gmail.com, or 847-5872, or Pastor Jennifer.  Angie Rose can be contacted at a28rose@verizon.net, but she will be gone beginning in January for a while.

 
A Joyous Happy New year to all!
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Epiphany progressive dinner

Mark your calendars for Saturday, January 9th, beginning at 5:30 pm.  We begin at a member’s home for appetizers – head to the church for dinner – and then to another member’s home for dessert. It turns out to be a great night of fellowship and fun!  Babysitters will be available at the church throughout the evening’s event.  Please be sure to see the signup sheets in the narthex of the church!

See you then!
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We continue to pray for all who are ill and recovering and receiving treatments or testing and for Pam Longoria, Hugh & Bobbie Ellington, Sandy Thomas, Evelyn Suggs, Betty Spickler, Pat Strobel, Pat Krupinsky (cousin of Harriet Powell), Doris Kowalski, Suzie Vincina (cousin of Felicia Neigut), Susan Loosen (friend of Jim and Sandy Thomas), Zee Hickman (mother of Danny and Lois Hickman), Dot Currie (sister of Dirk Dierking), Michael Hill (son of Estelle Hill), Paul Velta (friend of Beverley Ladzinski), JoJo Vincina, Jean Toppett (friend of Beverley Ladzinski), Dora Moellenberg (Memaw of Brenda Tise), Jill Vantine (daughter of Bobbi & Jim Vantine), and all care givers that devote their time to care for those they love.

Please be in prayer for our family and friends who are serving our country either stateside or overseas.  Please pray daily for peace in our world, particularly in the Middle East, and for all who suffer the consequences of war.  Please pray daily for those who are hungry and for those who serve them.  Please be in prayer daily for the Lord to replenish the earth as He sees fit.
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WE CAN’T THANK YOU ENOUGH!   

Thank you to the families that shared in worship leadership through the lighting of the Advent Candles: Colleen Kaye, Felicia Neigut, Jason & Carrie Valentine Family, Tammy Nelms Family, Brenda & Paul Moore, Ben & Lynn Raska Family, Travis & Dianne Kilpatrick Family, and Ryan & Jenny Durkin.


Thank you to the choir for their musical additions to the Advent Season.


Thank you to all the folks who donated to the honorarium fund for the musicians (flutist and cellist).


Thank you to the children and youth for sharing the message of Christmas through the live enactment of the Christmas Story.


Thank you to Doris King, Mike & Shirley Schliessmann, Ron Weir, Dirk Dierking, and Pastor Jennifer for helping to set up and take down the Trail of Lights display.  And thanks to all who helped with or came to the Yule Log at the Emily Ann Theatre:  Ron & Gayle Weir, Jim & Sandy Thomas, Dirk & Carol Dierking, Mike & Shirley Schliessmann, Angie Rose, JoAnne Miller, and Pastor Jennifer.  It was a great night!  


Thank you to Shirley Schliessmann, Pepita Thompson, and Paula Johnson for being LCR’s 2009 Thrivent Congregational Coordinators.  


Thank you to all who helped with the rummage sale in any way, shape or form.  Whether you gave your time before, during or after the day or you brought items (food included) to sell; your time for this project was much appreciated.



Thank you to everyone who helped to decorate the church for Christmas:  Jan & Al Erlandson, Pastor Jennifer, Pat Johnson, Bunky Layton, Dorcy Rhea, Sandy & Jim Thomas, Bobbi & Jim Vantine, Gayle & Ron Weir, Tammy & Kimberly Nelms, Natalie & Brandon Merkord, Jason Valentine, JoAnne Miller, Harriet Powell, Joan Mohr and Destry, Travis Kilpatrick and Mike & Shirley Schliessmann.  Special thanks go to all who donated poinsettias, to Emily Merkord for decorating the altar area with the poinsettias, and to Pat Spickler for setting up the Nativity.

Dear Members of LCR,


Thank you so much for all of the cards and words of comfort and healing upon the death of my mother, Jan.  The flowers that were sent to the funeral were just beautiful.  Thank you for honoring her and my family.  My mom truly enjoyed meeting everyone at LCR and was thrilled to see me happy in Texas.  Thanks for all of your support and love.







Blessings and Peace,







Pastor Jennifer (
To the Members of Resurrection:


This is to thank all of you for making our 50th Anniversary such a wonderful occasion that we will never forget.  It is difficult at times to believe it is 50 years!  The celebration was a terrific day and as usual, with great food.  We would also like to thank you all for the welcome by everyone to Al’s family who traveled so far to be with us on this special day.  

Thank you, thank you, and thank you!  







Pat & Al Strobel
Camp Registration

We are already registered for Confirmation Camp, June 13-18th.  But if you are a young person who will complete 1st through 12th grade this year, please know that you can attend camp as well.  Pastor Jennifer has information or you can go to www.crosstrails.org to find a camp that fits your needs.  There is scholarship money available to assist with the deposit.  If you are planning on attending any type of summer camp, there will be fundraiser discussion to take place in February.  Watch for more details.

2010 Council & Elected committee members

President – Pat Johnson

Vice President – Harriet Powell

Secretary – Dorcy Rhea

Treasurer – JoAnne Miller

Youth – Angie Rose

Fellowship – Bobbi Vantine

Worship – Chester Bammel 

Education – Jason Valentine

Property – Dirk Dierking

Social – Nancy Carney

Outreach – Brenda Moore

Stewardship – Whitney Cargill

Audit Committee – Jim Ellisor, James Hollinger, Harlan Mettenbrink

Nominating Committee – Tammy Nelms, Shirley Schliessmann, Brenda Moore

Synod Assembly Delegates – Pat Johnson & Harriet Powell

Flu season


Just a reminder that as we are in the thick of flu season and continue to share the peace of Christ in our worship services….there is hand sanitizer in the back of the sanctuary.  Ask the ushers if you cannot locate the dispenser.  Let’s all try to stay healthy this year!!

Mexican train


An event that takes place each month at the church – and is open to all who wish to come and join the fun.  In case you aren’t aware – this is a dominoes game.  If you’ve never heard of it and wish to learn – come and join us.  Whether you are an expert or a beginner – you will fit right in with this crowd of LCR folks.  We play on the 3rd Thursday of the month, beginning at 12:30pm.  The next play date is January 21st.  If you would like to be on the e-mail list of dates, please contact Shirley Schliessmann. 
hand & foot 


We have started another game day here at church: Hand and Foot.  It’s a card game similar to Canasta and fun to play.  The second and fourth Monday of each month at 1:00 p.m. is when the group meets. If you want to be on the email reminder list, contact Colleen at 847-3386. The next play date is January 11th.
Sew-In


The quilting group is holding its eighth all day sew-in on Saturday, January 30th.  It’s a fun day where we do everything from laying out quilts to tieing to sewing the quilts together.  We have things for all skill levels. Plus we eat – snacks will be provided.  Ideas for lunch are welcome. See Colleen.

We will start at 9:00 and go until 3:00. Come when you can and stay as long as you want!  It’s a relaxed and fun time as we continue our work to make Lutheran World Relief quilts.
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Cross trails ministry

Biblical Storytelling Retreat for adults is February 5-7 at Ebert Ranch Camp.  Cost: $100, after January 22 - $110; Saturday only - $40


Biblical Storytelling reconnects worshipers with the communal experience of hearing God together.  Telling stories from Scripture changes the people who learn them well enough to tell them – and changes worshipers who hear the old, old story anew.  Learning biblical stories by heart is a deeply satisfying spiritual discipline, faithful to centuries of Christian tradition.  Pastor Lori Ruge-Jones, an accomplished biblical storyteller, will lead and facilitate this retreat designed to give participants the opportunity to discover and develop their gifts in biblical storytelling.  Come to the beautiful setting of Ebert Ranch and enjoy ranch style hospitality as you learn.

Cartridge Recycling Center Reminder


We continue to collect ink cartridges for recycling.  Please bring them in a zip lock bag and place in the recycling center in the narthex.   

How Are We doing?

October





November
General Fund – 




General Fund –


Total Donations $9,430



Total Donations $11,397


Budgeted Amount $10,000



Budgeted Amount $12,500

Percentage Received – 94%



Percentage Received – 91%

Building Fund -




Building Fund –


Total Donations $1,995



Total Donations $2,357

Budgeted Amount $2,400



Budgeted Amount $2,400


Percentage Received – 83%



Percentage Received – 98%

Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all you produce.   (Proverbs 3:9)
Stewardship in Difficult Times

Times are tough.  We may feel money pressures from all sides.  Retirement account values are dropping.  People are getting laid off of work.  Cost of many items are still rising.  But one thing remains constant throughout all of our troubles; the love of our Lord and Savior.  Jesus Christ.  He is always there.  He never changes.  No matter our financial condition, good or bad, he is there to forgive and accept.


Whatever our monetary situation, the work of the church continues.  It needs our help and support. As we are able, we need to please remember LCR and its many ministries in our prayers and in our offerings.  The need for our time and talents also increase during times such as these.  With the help of the Holy Spirit we need to please do what we are able.  Thanks.


A reminder:  Your 2010 Offering Envelopes are in your mailbox at church.  Please be sure to pick yours up on Sunday!
February Events - Mark Your Calendars! – Watch for more details later. 

February


  7  - Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday – Youth Event


14 – Confirmation in Dripping Springs, 4-7pm


17 – Ash Wednesday, Worship Service


19/20 – Council Retreat


24 – Lenten Worship

28 – Taco Sales

        Deer Creek Worship Service, 3:30pm

            




VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

	
	
	3
	10
	17
	24
	31

	Readers
	8:30
	Bruce Banks
	Jo Anne Miller
	Bobbi Vantine
	Beverly Ladzinski

	Colleen Kaye

	
	11:00
	Melinda Ellisor
	T Temoney
	Doris King
	Dave Clemens
	Bunky Layton

	Worship
Assistant
	8:30
	Shirley Schliessmann
	Colleen Kaye
	Jim Vantine
	Harriet Powell
	JoAnne Miller

	
	11:00
	Chris Nichols
	Jeanette Nelson
	Chester Bammel
	Lois Hickman
	Harvey Hohmann

	Acolytes
	8 :30
	Mike Schliessmann
	Harriet Powell
	Hannah Raska
	Felicia Neigut
	Bella Raska

	
	11:00
	Sam Ellisor
	Parker Tise
	Nick Merkord
	Ian McGar
	Colten Kilpatrick

	Ushers

	8:30
	Mettenbrink/
Valentine
	Erlandsons
	Raskas
	Phillips/J.Bradshaw
	Schliessmanns

	
	11:00
	J. Ellisor/J. Bradshaw 
	Lori & Tripp Temoney
	Merkords
	M. Schliessmann/ B. Raska
	Pat & Jody Johnson

	Child Care
	11:00
	Holley Hickman
	Delayne Leonard
	Emily Merkord
	Madelyn Raska
	Whitney Cargill

	Hospitality
	8:30
11:00
	Sylvia Banks
Brenda Moore
	Beverly Ladzinski
Lori Temoney
	Bobbi Vantine
Doris King
	Felicia Neigut
S. Schliessmann
	S. Schliessmann
Jody Johnson

	Altar Guild
	8:30
11:00
	Shirley Schliessmann
Brenda Moore
	Beverly Ladzinski
Carol Dierking
	P. Johnson/Raska
Doris King
	Paula Johnson
Mimi Clemens
	S. Schliessmann
H. Hohmann

	Flowers
	
	The Pollock Kids
	Clemens
	Colleen Kaye
	Dorcy Rhea
	


NOTE TO READERS:  The Scripture readings for the week you serve will be in your box at the beginning of the month.  We encourage you to take them home and read through them prior to your Sunday to share your gift with the congregation.  

Pronunciation Guides are availabe – one under the Lecturn (where you read) and the other in the Church office.  Feel free to take and use them whenever needed.

	IMPORTANT MESSAGE:

If you can’t be present on the Sunday you are signed up to serve, please remember to find your own replacement!!  

This is vital to making sure all leadership roles are filled each week.  

Thanks!   (



  [image: image7.wmf]


[image: image8.wmf]
	
	
	
	
	
	Happy Anniversary


	01-01
	John Hill

	01-13
	Don Phillips 
	01-10
	David & Mimi Clemens

	01-02
	Shirley Schliessmann
	01-16
	Tara Kaye
	01-19
	Pat & Jody Johnson

	01-05
	Brenda Tise
	01-24
	Peter Locke
	01-26
	Ron & Gayle Weir

	01-07
	Ryley Dove
	01-28
	Pat Hart
	 
	 

	01-11
	Evan Kaye

	 
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	CONGRATULATIONS !

	Note:  If we missed your special day or printed it incorrectly, please notify the church office…


The Chronicles


                                Lutheran Church of the Resurrection		


			           RR 12 & Spoke Hill Rd	


       PO Box 1087	


   Wimberley, Texas    512-847-3386
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