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Dear Friends,

Some things need to be said in the spirit of open communication.  First off – Pat Johnson has resigned as our Council President.  Because this resignation happened mid-term, the council has the authority (according to the constitution) to appoint someone to the vacant position.  Upon prayerful discussion and consideration, Jim Ellisor has faithfully agreed to be our 2010 Council President.  So that we can all embrace, empower and support him in love (as we did with all our council leaders), he will be installed at worship on Sunday, February 28th.  I am very excited that Jim, along with all of our 2010 Council Members, are embracing their call to the leadership of LCR.  

As you will read elsewhere in this newsletter, in February the council gathered to prayerfully and faithfully discuss the workings of LCR.  They spent 6 ½ hours together that day talking about where we are as a church; dreaming of what is to come; getting to know one another; building a strong team of leaders; studying scripture; and brainstorming how to reenergize themselves and this congregation.  It was an exciting day – full of life and love for this church.

There was only one piece of business that was sad to talk about at our workshop.  There is a rumor out there that is beginning to be destructive (and has the potential to destroy) to this community of faith.  This rumor involves some of the people that we have prayerfully and whole heartedly respected as they left this worshipping community due to the ELCA policy of ordaining persons living in a committed same-gender relationship.  As we understand it, a group is working to create a letter and/or petition to bring to LCR that will call for a vote to withdraw from the ELCA.

At this point this is strictly rumor.  I have seen neither a letter nor petition.  So what do we do?  HALT!  And pray!  One of the recent children’s messages was all about “HALT.”  When we are hungry (H) spiritually or physically, we stop and pray.  We are hungry for spiritual life at LCR; life that gives us new meaning and new hope.  When we are angry (A), we stop and pray.  Everyone who has come and gone from this congregation are either life-long friends or new found friends and faithful companions on this journey of faith.  This division is devastating.  It becomes a barrier in friendships and a place of disappointment, sadness and anger.  When we are lonely (L), we stop and pray.  It is a very lonely life when friendships break and falter because of differing beliefs and perspectives.  It’s hard to see the light of hope in such a dark tunnel.  When we are tired (T), we stop and pray.  We may be tired of being bombarded with this issue; tired of having to deal with another rumor or another problem that could divide our congregation; or tired - just plain tired.

Therefore, we HALT --- and pray.  Pray for this church, pray for those that are so devastated over this ECLA policy that they need to take action, and pray for each other as we continue to overcome what keeps us from doing ministry.  When I pray I think of some of the comments at our Annual Meeting:  “It’s time to just move on.  There is life to live and share in this community.”

I very clearly experienced a shift in ministry focus at the council workshop.  We used up 35 minutes of our 6 ½ hour day talking about this potential threat.  The rest of our time was spent focusing on healing and moving forward in ministry for Christ.  We talked about how we will continue to be a living community of faith that reaches out in love to ALL PEOPLE so that ALL may know and grow into new life in Christ.    It was so joyous to watch these council members unite to work through this issue.  I know that they are willing and able to listen, to help and to give you information.  I would invite you to check out what the council is putting together in the form of posters and Adult Education Hour discussions on the ELCA.  

As your pastor, my heart aches for each of you as we continue this journey of disappointment, yet forward thinking and healing.  A journey I like to a call Lent!  My door is open to you.  And my prayers are with us all. 

Blessings and Peace….

Pastor Jennifer (
“Faith is taking the first step even when you don't see the whole staircase.”  Martin Luther King, Jr.

YOUTH HAPPENINGS
Many of our older youth are planning to attend a Mid-Texas Symphony performance on March 28, in New Braunfels.  Some parents are going, as is Pastor Jennifer.  Then a few of us older kids are jumping into the mix as well.  A big thanks to those who bought tickets for the concert.  If you received a note in your box with the cost of the tickets and haven’t written out the check to LCR, please do so.  Mike Schliessmann has the tickets and will make sure they are ready for you to take on March 28th.  We will visit about this concert later in March.

LCR has 10 tickets to the Big Daddy Weave concert to be held at Cypress Creek Church on March 21st.  Two concerts in eight days might seem like a lot, but hey, we don’t schedule these concerts.  Tickets are free……but we would like anyone who wants one to make a donation to LCR’s Mission of the Month for March.  We only have 10 tickets, so get on it.  Big Daddy Weave is a Christian group—find out about them at bigdaddyweave.com.  We can arrange transportation if needed.

A huge thanks to all of you who helped with the Souper Bowl of Caring.  We donated a pickup load of food and some money as well.  A special thanks to the pickup crew and the snack people (you know who you are).  

Our youth will have a rock picking session when the weather is good and warm and good and dry.  It will help with the upkeep of the lawn if we can move some rocks to places that aren’t mowed.  More to come.
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Confirmation


We will meet from 2:00-5:00pm on March 7th at Holy Cross, Austin. See you there!
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) packing

The Ingathering date for the Lutheran World Relief kits and soap is set for April 7th in Seguin. In order to have our donations ready for shipment we are setting March 28th, Palm Sunday as the last day to bring in your donations.  Everything will be packed up on March 29th, starting at 9am.  If you would like to help with this please talk to Colleen Kaye or Doris King.

LWR RAFFLE

Tickets are still available for the prayer shawls, scarves and quilts that will be raffled off during the Easter Brunch on April 4th.  See the display in the narthex to view all these handmade items and to purchase tickets.
Lenten Journey Continues…


Every Wednesday night we meet at 6:30pm for a meal and 7:30pm to worship.  Through Holden Evening Prayer and scriptures, prayers, meditations and music our time together will help us to begin to transform and heal.  After the Lenten worship, you are invited to stay for a time of personal prayer and anointing.
Council News

The new 2010 church council members enjoyed an exciting and challenging time on Saturday, February 20, at the council retreat.  With 12 members in attendance, we laughed, learned, played and prayed.  So many of us were new to the council that we had a lot to learn. The promises we made when we accepted this covenant of leadership were more thoroughly explained to each of us.  We talked about how each ministry/activity/event should and would meet the mission of LCR.
We also learned church office procedures, discussed how we could find the ways and means of bringing more families and members into our church, and how we could connect more closely to the present members of LCR.  As usual, Pastor had many and varied means to cover all of this.  No sitting on chairs all day long.  We were up and running, literally, most of the time. 

After a delicious lunch we returned to continue by having the February Council Meeting. First on the agenda was replacing Pat Johnson as president, he was no longer able to continue in this position.  Jim Ellisor accepted the job as president and we thankfully "let" him be voted in to this administrative position.

The 2010 Church Council of LCR has made a promise to each of you to see that the words and deeds of this community of faith reflect Christ's name in all we do.   We hope and pray that each of you feel free to reach out to us if you have a need, or a worry, or an idea, we know we need each and every one of you to make LCR a beacon of love in your families, the church and the community. 

Our guiding words are "ask, listen, wait, thanks, and praise."







In God's Love,








Dorcy Rhea, Council Secretary 

WE CAN’T THANK YOU ENOUGH!   

Thank you to……

Everyone who helped with the highway clean-up on January 30th. You know who you are!  Great work.


All the ladies that attended the sew-in on January 30th.  You accomplished so much that day ---- you are awesome!


Lori Temoney, Harriet Powell, Tammy &  Kimberly Nelms, Bobbi & Jim Vantine for working in the kitchen and putting together such a great Mardi Gras Celebration on Shrove Tuesday.  Also a thanks to all clean-up helpers.  Great party!  Next year we expect dancing for those beads!!
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We continue to pray for all who are ill and recovering and receiving treatments or testing and for Pam Longoria, Hugh & Bobbie Ellington, Sandy Thomas, Evelyn Suggs, Betty Spickler, Pat Strobel, Pat Krupinsky (cousin of Harriet Powell), Doris Kowalski, Suzie Vincina (cousin of Felicia Neigut), Susan Loosen (friend of Jim and Sandy Thomas), Zee Hickman (mother of Danny and Lois Hickman), Dot Currie (sister of Dirk Dierking), Michael Hill (son of Estelle Hill), Paul Velta (friend of Beverly Ladzinski), JoJo Vincina, Jean Toppett (friend of Beverly Ladzinski), Dora Moellenberg (Memaw of Brenda Tise), Jill Vantine (daughter of Bobbi & Jim Vantine), and all care givers that devote their time to care for those they love.

Please be in prayer for our family and friends who are serving our country either stateside or overseas.   Please pray daily for peace in our world, particularly in the Middle East, and for all who suffer the consequences of war.  Please pray daily for those who are hungry and for those who serve them.  Please be in prayer daily for the Lord to replenish the earth as He sees fit.

Austin conference spring gathering

 for Women of the ELCA


Is March 13, 2010, 8:30am-3:00pm at Peace Lutheran Church in Rockdale, TX.  This year’s theme is “Joined in Christ” (1 Peter 3:8).  Pastor Lynnae Sorenson will give a presentation on Water2Thrive and Pastor Jan Campbell will share information about an orphanage in Tanzania.  A physical offering of canned goods will be collected for the Rockdale Christian Food Pantry.  The monetary offering received will be divided between the Churchwide WELCA, Water2Thrive, and the orphanage in Tanzania.  


Cost is $8/person and includes lunch.  The deadline to register for this event is March 1, 2010.  Forms are on the Welcome Table at church.  
Flu season


Just a reminder that as we are in the thick of flu season and continue to share the peace of Christ in our worship services….there is hand sanitizer in the back of the sanctuary.  Ask the ushers if you cannot locate the dispenser.  Let’s all try to stay healthy this year!!

Mexican train


An event that takes place each month at the church – and is open to all who wish to come and join the fun.  In case you aren’t aware – this is a dominoes game.  If you’ve never heard of it and wish to learn – come and join us.  Whether you are an expert or a beginner – you will fit right in with this crowd of LCR folks.  We play on the 3rd Thursday of the month, beginning at 12:30pm.  The next play date is March 18th.  If you would like to be on the e-mail list of dates, please contact Shirley Schliessmann.  
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hand & foot 


We continue with another game day here at church: Hand and Foot.  It’s a card game similar to Canasta and fun to play.  The second and fourth Monday of each month at 1:00 p.m. is when the group meets. If you want to be on the email reminder list, contact Colleen at 847-3386.

INFORMATION TO KNOW:

How can this resolution come to the church?

A. If a petition is signed by 10% of the confirmed membership of LCR than we have to call a special congregational meeting for this issue alone (called according to Constitutional regulations).

B. At the special meeting there must be a quorum (25% of voting members) present.  No voting by proxy or absentee ballot is permitted.

C. The resolution/motion must be adopted by a two-thirds majority of the voting members present.

a. If this motion/resolution passes – Then we have a 90 day waiting period during which time the Bishop visits the congregation.  Another special meeting is called for this purpose and again the motion has to pass by two-thirds majority vote.  If it passes, decisions get made as to the property, membership, etc. before the official withdrawal from the ELCA takes place.

b. If this motion/resolutions fails – Then this is over.  This motion will not come to the table again and we are able to move forward with one less obstacle to the ministry of LCR.

So what happens if resolution passes and this congregation withdraws from the ELCA?

1. There will be no pastor.  Pastor Jennifer has made it clear to us that she is called to be a pastor in the ELCA.  

2. The call for a new pastor will be more difficult.  Depending on the denomination that the new church body holds – there may or may not be a system in place for the calling of a pastor. Nor may there be a pool of pastors from which to choose.

3. There may not be a building.  According to the constitution the property ownership may or may not reside with the church.  It depends on which denomination the new church body would join as to whether or not the property remains with them.  The decision is out of the hands of the local church and placed within the Synod Council (the office in Seguin).

4. Jason Chesnut, our seminary student that we support, would need to find a new home congregation as he finishes his seminary education. He too is called to be an ELCA pastor.

5. New Hope in Blanco, our covenant church, will be affected.  According to our covenant, Pastor “Skip” Brasher is under call through LCR as a Pastor of Special Outreach.  We do not pay her salary, but she is under call through this ELCA congregation.  Therefore this mission congregation will be affected by such a change in denomination.

6. The Confirmation Cluster, five area ELCA churches that work together to teach our confirmation students, may no longer be a ministry of this church.  The students from the new church body may be welcomed, but the class will continue to be taught by ELCA pastors.

These are just a few of the areas affected.  

Looking Ahead


Easter Sunday (April 4th) we will be “Flowering the Cross.”  We ask that you bring a handful or at least one WHITE flower to worship on Easter morning as we join in the celebration of the Resurrection.  As we sing our praises to the Lord we will Flower the Cross with new life as we rejoice in the power of God in the resurrection.   
FYI --- This cross will make a beautiful backdrop for Easter Family Pictures!!
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Cross trails ministry  

To register for any of these retreats contact Cross Trails Ministry –info@crosstrails.org or by phone at 830-257-6340.
Family Spring Retreat “Green Thumb” – for parents & children, grandparents & grandkids, the whole family!  March 19-21 @ Camp Chrysalis.  Creation is vibrant in the spring.  Gather with friends and family on a weekend of preparing for a new season.  Test your own green thumbs as you participate in crafts, games, worships, camp activities, and Bible studies that will look into the world around us and look at how we grow daily.  Registration prior to March 5th:  Adults & Youth 13 and over - $100, Youth ages 4-12 - $75, Household Maximum - $350


God, Guys and Golf – for adult men.  April 16-18 @ Camp Chrysalis.  Come enjoy the fellowship and camaraderie only a round of golf can give you.  Enjoy one round of golf at both Schriener Municipal Golf Course and another course in the Texas Hill Country.  Through Bible study and worship we will discover some great analogies between a fantastic sport and the Word.  Registration prior to March 26:  $200.


Women’s Craft Retreat – for adult women.  April 23-25 @ Camp Chrysalis.  In the beautiful setting of camp you’ll enjoy wonderfully food and pampering as you join other women of faith and try your hand at something creative.  Bring your own project to work on or sign up for 2-3 new crafts to learn.  Crafts include stained glass windchimes, basic digital photography, advanced glass bead jewelry, cake decorating, basic wood carving and digital scrapbooking.  All materials, except cameras and laptop computers are included in the craft fee listed on the registration form.  Check out the website for further information.  Registration prior to April 9:  $110 + craft fee.

Cartridge Recycling Center Reminder


We continue to collect ink cartridges for recycling.  Please bring them in a zip lock bag and place in the recycling center in the narthex.   

PRAYER SHAWL MEETING


Do you love to knit or crochet? Join the prayer shawl group as they meet to bless the completed shawls, continue knitting and crocheting and sharing great fellowship. This month the group meets on March 6th at 1:00 at Harriet Powell’s home with Colleen Kaye hosting. 

How Are We doing?

December





January
General Fund – 




General Fund –


Total Donations $11,084



Total Donations $9,454


Budgeted Amount $10,000



Budgeted Amount $10,000


Percentage Received – 110%



Percentage Received – 94.5%

Building Fund -




Building Fund –


Total Donations $1704



Total Donations $2104


Budgeted Amount $2,400



Budgeted Amount $1,821


Percentage Received – 71%



Percentage Received – 115%

Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all you produce.   (Proverbs 3:9)
April Events - Mark Your Calendars! – Watch for more details later. 

April


  1 – Maundy Thursday Worship 7:30pm


  2 – Good Friday Community Worship @ St. Stephens


        Good Friday Worship 7:30pm


  4 – Easter Sunday!


  6 – Council Meeting, 6:30pm


 11 – Confirmation in Buda, 2-5pm


 18 – Pre-Assembly Conference in Austin, 2-5:30pm


 23-25 – Women’s Retreat

                 HOLY WEEK
Worship Services
April 1st, Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Maundy Thursday with Holy Communion
April 2nd, Friday 7:30 p.m.

Good Friday Tenebrae or Service of Darkness

Easter Sunday

Worship Services   8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Easter Brunch and Egg Hunt   9:50 a.m.

(Lutheran World Relief Raffle during the Brunch)
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS! “Spring” your clocks forward before you go to bed on Saturday, March 13th because Central Daylight Saving Time begins on March 14th.  Don’t forget or you’ll be late for worship! 
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	Happy Anniversary


	03-04
	Pepita Thompson

	03-17
	Pat Hingst
	03-05
	Hug & Bobbie Ellington

	03-04
	Doug Ladd
	03-20
	Kitty Nichols
	03-11
	Harry & Pat Hingst

	03-05
	John Bradshaw
	03-21
	Kevin Alexander
	03-31
	John & Whitney Cargill

	03-12
	Bunky Layton
	03-25
	Jeff Thompson
	 
	 

	03-16
	Patti Gordin

	03-25
	Katie Schliesmann
	
	

	03-17
	Pat Spickler
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	CONGRATULATIONS!

	Note:  If we missed your special day or printed it incorrectly, please notify the church office…



.          












VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

	
	
	7
	14
	21
	28
	

	Readers
	8:30
	Jim Vantine
	Colleen Kaye
	Jo Anne Miller
	Beverly Ladzinski

	 

	
	11:00
	Whitney Cargill
	Danny Hickman
	T Temoney
	Carol Dierking
	 

	Worship
Assistant
	8:30
	Harriet Powell
	Jo Anne Miller
	Jim Vantine
	Mike Schliessmann
	 

	
	11:00
	Chester Bammel
	Lois Hickman
	Harvey Hohmann
	Doris King
	 

	Acolytes
	8 :30
	Bella Raska
	Mike Schliessmann
	Harriet Powell
	Hannah Raska
	

	
	11:00
	Nick Merkord
	Ian McGar 
	Colten Kilpatrick
	Natalie Merkord
	

	Ushers

	8:30
	Raskas
	Vantines
	Schliessmanns
	Valentine/Mettenbrink
	

	
	11:00
	Dierkings
	Weirs
	Temoneys
	Merkords
	

	Child Care
	11:00
	Emily Merkord
	Holley Hickman
	Delayne Leonard
	Emily Merkord
	

	Hospitality
	8:30
11:00
	Bobbi Vantine
Dianne Kilpatrick
	Shirley Schliessmann
Gayle Weir
	Jo Anne Miller
Lori Temoney
	Bev Ladzinski
O’Keefes
	

	Altar Guild
	8:30

11:00
	P. Johnson/M. Raska
Brenda Moore
	Shirley Schliessmann
Harlean O’Keefe
	Paula Johnson
Harvey Hohmann
	Bev Ladzinski
Carol Dierking
	

	Flowers
	
	LENT
	LENT
	          LENT
	PALM SUNDAY
	


NOTE TO READERS:  The Scripture readings for the week you serve will be in your box at the beginning of the month.  We encourage you to take them home and read through them prior to your Sunday to share your gift with the congregation.  

Pronunciation Guides are available – one under the Lecturn (where you read) and the other in the Church office.  Feel free to take and use them whenever needed.

	IMPORTANT MESSAGE:

If you can’t be present on the Sunday you are signed up to serve, please remember to find your own replacement!!  

This is vital to making sure all leadership roles are filled each week.  

Thanks!   (



The Chronicles
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