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I write this opening page while I’m in the midst of preparing for Holy Week worship services.  It’s a different feeling as one prepares for remembering Jesus’ betrayal, arrest, flogging, and death on the cross.  When this Chronicles comes to your computer or mailbox you will be in the aftermath of Resurrection Sunday.  All the eggs will have been found, chocolate consumed, worship done and over, and family will have come and gone.  Can I get a “Praise be to God!”!?!  (
Yes, Praise be to God for all of the hectic feelings and emotions that have flooded our lives in the past two weeks.  And now we live in the time of Easter Alleluia.  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  What does it mean to live as Easter Resurrection People!?!?  Because in fact, the holy season of Easter (the 50 days from Easter Sunday to Pentecost Sunday), calls us to live as Easter people. And sometimes we settle for just being "church people." 

I read once that there is really quite a difference between those two lifestyles.

· Easter people base their faith on the sacrifice of the Cross and the victory of Easter. Church people base their faith on their own busy work in the church.

· Easter people trust in Christ; church people try to earn this salvation by being good people.

· Easter people know that the church is the Body of Christ; church people believe the church is just another institution.

· Easter people worship out of a sense of joy and give their offerings out of a sense of gratitude to God. Church people too often attend worship and give to the church budget out of a sense of obligation. 

Do you hear the difference? Church people are good people, hard working people, often the backbone of their community, respectable and faithful. Easter people are church people who have finally discovered what the Christian faith is all about.
Where am I going with this --- I HAVE NO IDEA!!  (  I just found it interesting, especially when I came to the realization that most likely I live as a church person and not an Easter person.  I know all that about Easter and try to live it out daily --- but often get caught up in the daily busy work of church.  So how might I reframe my thinking to live as one focused on the resurrection, trusting in Christ, worshiping in joy, giving in gratitude and living within the Body of Christ as a joyful worker in God’s kingdom?
I think I can begin – we can begin – by jumping on board with what God is already doing in this place, this community, this world.  Here are some ways we can connect as Easter People living out our faith:

· Help the world abroad - in Africa - through the Malaria Initiative Offering (see the church narthex for information). A joyful $10 can save a family from malaria.

· Join the Garden Crew and help nurture the fruits (and veggies () in the earth.  The products of our labor go to the Crisis Bread Basket, offering fresh food to those in need.  What a great gift!

· Pray for the health and wellbeing of all of our friends in Christ – here and everywhere.  Become a part of the prayer chain that offers comfort to so many.

· Thank God for the opportunity of Day Camp @ LCR.  Be a part of the daily fun in June or help in the background and/or pray for the outreach of this camp.  Praise God that we are offering camperships to those that need to hear the word of God in our community

· Come to worship and praise God for the continued blessings God gives to all people – you and me.  Offer joyful thanks for the gift of all that it means to be Easter People!

Yes, being a church person is good and faithful work.  Being an Easter person - living the Resurrection Life God offers enlivens our church to be the “Resurrection” Church we are called to be!  Imagine that! (
I thank God for each of you – Easter People – that share the life of the Resurrection within and outside of this place!  







Christ is Risen!  All Easter People Rejoice!

Pastor Jennifer 

Hey “Resurrection” People 

Check this out on YouTube.  "Easter is Coming"   Very Cool!! (
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0c2inXKD6PI
Creating Pathways Out of Poverty

Barnabas Connection (our local helping agency) is sponsoring “A Dialogue About Needs in the Wimberley Community.”  It will be held on Thursday evenings in May from 6:30 to 8:00pm.  Weekly focuses include:

May 5: What is poverty?

May 12: How do we help people living in poverty?

May 19: What are our community needs and resources?

May 26: What are our next steps?
The goals of the discussion are to bring together leaders and interested parties in the community to better understand and create an awareness of the circumstances of poverty & to dialogue about sustainable solutions that will create pathways out of poverty for our Wimberley neighbors.  Please see the posters and flyers in the church for more information.  An RSVP to participate is requested.  The discussion will be located at the Wimberley United Methodist Church, Fellowship Hall.  

mother’s day meal


Saturday, May 7th @ 5:30pm in LCR’s Fellowship Hall for a Mother’s Day Dinner.  This is a fundraiser hosted by the 10 participants that are either attending summer camp or the summer mission experience.  The cost for the meal is $15 ($10 for children under 12) and includes steak/grilled chicken breast/vegetarian option with zucchini and a baked potato, salad, dessert, wine and other beverages.  If you have not already purchased your tickets, please find one of the youth or contact the church office.  There might still be space for you!!

Life Line Screening

LCR will be hosting another Life Line Screening day on Thursday, May 19th in the fellowship hall.  Life Line Screening’s goal is to save lives through preventive stroke/vascular screening efforts.  If you’d like the first opportunity to sign up for this service, please contact Dorcy Rhea.  

Milestone Ministry in May


Service – We will celebrate with Harriet Powell as she heads out for a summer of volunteer service at the Conference Center in Estes Park, CO (operated by the YMCA).  We will honor and bless her in her faithful endeavor on Sunday, May 8th in our worship service.  Harriet will be a Lodge Hostess from May 23rd - August 12th.  A hostess greets people when they arrive, assists them in finding their rooms, answers their questions and creates an overall welcoming environment. In addition to "going to church" Harriet believes that we should "be the church" and "being church" involves being in relationship with others. She is looking forward to the opportunity to "be church" in this Christian environment. Of course being in Colorado at the entrance to Rocky Mountain National Park is a strong drawing point for Harriet as well!  She will be leaving on May 16th.  Please join our brothers and sisters in Christ at LCR as we wish her blessings and Godspeed for her summer work.  


Graduation – On Sunday, May 22nd we will honor LCR’s High School graduates Jordan Pearson and Madelyn Raska with a blessing and gift from the congregation in celebration of this great milestone.

                                   [image: image2.emf]
Day Camp – Witness Preparation Program - @ LCR


June 20-24th from 8:30am-3:30pm.  We will be hosting a Day Camp for 30 campers, K-5th grade from Wimberley and the surrounding area.  Cross Trails Ministry will be sending 4 camp staff to run the program.  BUT --- there is still work that we will be doing each day.  If you are interesting in any of the following please talk to Mike Schliessmann or Pastor Jennifer.  It will take the village to raise up this camp!!  

In need of:  

Host Homes for the Camp Staff  

(As of publication – we only have one --- we NEED 3 more!)

Kitchen Crew – people to make/serve lunch, morning snack, afternoon snack

Daily Volunteers – all day and/or ½ day

Drivers for off campus event

And much more --- just ask how you can help!! (
EDUCATION MINISTRY

The last day of youth education will be May 22, 2011.  Adult education opportunities for the fall will be discussed in an upcoming meeting for that purpose.  Please watch your email for an announcement.  Anyone having ideas for adult education may send them to Mike Schliessmann at bucket66@gmail.com, or leave a note in his mailbox at church.

 
Thank you to all who helped with LCR's education program this past year and thanks to all who attended.  Blessings for the summer.

Why are we on the radio?

            As a council we feel that being on the radio is a great opportunity.  The time that we broadcast our worship service is primetime on Sunday morning (11:00am).  We are the first church in Wimberley and the only broadcast with a female preacher.  But mostly it is because we are offering a message of hope and grace to anyone who is able to listen.  Think of all the people that don’t (won’t) walk in to a church --- but instead turn on the radio or listen to services on the Internet (kdrplive.org).  We can share the message we know to be true and life giving.

            So, how do we measure results from this service?  When will we see more people in church because of being on the radio?  This is a tough question to answer.  We fill a prime spot and therefore hope we have many people that are listening.  But there really is no way to measure numbers of church visitors to radio listeners.  As a council we do hope that, down the road, we see growth in the church.  That growth will happen because people outside of the church walls hear about who we are and what we do as a church.  Being on the radio is one way to share God’s purpose for us, God’s people.  We remain committed to sharing the Good News of Christ Jesus and the work of LCR with the larger community.

            Yes, this endeavor costs money.  Yes, that means each one of us may need to give something extra to sharing this message.  It costs $75/week to broadcast at 11am and stream live on kdrplive.org.  This cost includes the fee for the radio crew to edit our worship service to fit the 30 minute time frame as well as broadcast 15-20 plugs per week about LCR and our events.  If you are interested in supporting the radio broadcast, please dedicate your offering to this purpose.  

            If you have questions or concerns about this ministry, please visit with any of the council members.  We pray that God continues to direct us to new opportunities that share God’s love with others.

   JIM ELLISOR
hand & foot 


It’s a card game similar to Canasta and fun to play.  The second and fourth Monday of each month at 1:00 p.m. is when the group meets. If you want to be on the email reminder list, contact Colleen at 847-3386.

Mexican train


An event that takes place each month at the church – and is open to all who wish to come and join the fun.  In case you aren’t aware – this is a dominoes game.  If you’ve never heard of it and wish to learn – come and join us.  Whether you are an expert or a beginner – you will fit right in with this crowd of LCR folks.  We play on the 3rd Thursday of the month, beginning at 12:30pm.  The next play date is May 19th.   This is the date of the Life Line Screening so we will be moving to one of the classrooms to play.  If you would like to be on the e-mail list of dates, please contact Shirley Schliessmann. 

Additions/corrections to the directory


Please correct Dirk & Carol Dierking’s email address:  d_dierking922@hotmail.com
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We continue to pray for all who are ill and recovering and receiving treatments or testing and for Tammy Nelms, Betty Spickler, Pam Longoria, Hugh Ellington, Jim Valentine (father of Jason Valentine), Marjorie Weir (mother of Ron Weir), Dot Currie (sister of Dirk Dierking), Aiden Pederson (friend of Lois Hickman), Chase Hutchinson (grand-nephew of Brenda Moore), Chelsea Livingston (granddaughter of Dorcy Rhea), Samatha Stotland (friend of Brenda Moore), Colleen Toppett and all care givers that devote their time to care for those they love.

Irene Mowen went home to Jesus April 20th. Our prayers are with her family during this time. Her memorial service was held here at LCR on April 26th.

Please be in prayer for our family and friends who are serving our country either stateside or overseas.   Pray daily for peace in our world, particularly in Libya and the Middle East, and for all who suffer the consequences of war.  We continue to pray for those who are hungry and for those who serve them.  Please be in prayer for the Lord to replenish the earth as He sees fit.  We also lift in prayer the families that are struggling with separation and divorce.  

WE CAN’T THANK YOU ENOUGH!   

Thank you to……

All who helped with the church clean up day and garden rejuvenation project.  The grounds look great!  A special thanks to Ron Weir for spearheading the church clean-up and Amy Westphal for leading our Garden of Eatin’ efforts.


Emily Merkord for the wonderful additions to our sanctuary this month during our Lenten series as well as for the beautiful work in bringing our sanctuary to life on Easter Sunday.


Lynn & Brian Alderman and Hannah Raska for sharing their gift of song and voice during our Holden Evening Prayer worship services.


To all who provided food, set-up and clean-up on Wednesday nights during Lent.


To all who helped make worship throughout Holy Week meaningful to all in attendance.  Whether you read a part, lead a table, extinguished candles, helped to decorate or all of the other unseen work --- your time and help did not go unnoticed.  Thank you!


To Jim & Melinda Ellisor for opening their home to crazy church folks to sit and enjoy the outdoors, fellowship, zip line and great brisket (thanks Samuel for your awesome cooking skills!).


To all who helped to set-up, clean-up, cook and serve the Easter Brunch.  And a thanks to the kiddos and adults that stuffed Easter Eggs for Resurrection Sunday.


To all who gave of their time and offerings to Lutheran World Relief.  Way to go LCR! Altogether we sent 118 quilts, 19 school kits, 10 layette or baby care kits, 8 health kits and 5 boxes (326 bars) of soap.
PROPERTY COMMITTEE – RON WEIR
I want to give a BIG THANK YOU to those that showed up and worked at the spring cleaning at the church. We accomplished a lot of work and completed almost all the projects that were on the list. We had a good lunch of sloppy joes and chips and a lot of good fellowship.

We still need weed eating around the grounds where we cannot mow. Anyone that wants to spend some time is welcome. We do not have a weed eater at the church so you will need to bring your own. 
FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT

Great big thank you to all who set up, brought food, served food, and then cleaned up after the Easter brunch.  There were so many wonderful dishes brought for all to enjoy, WOW we have a lot of good cooks at LCR.  We also have some awesome new members and guests that jumped in and made quick cleanup of the fellowship hall alongside other fellowship team members that you can always count on to help.  Thank you all so very much for making my job as team leader a pleasure.  I appreciate all your help so very much.   Gayle Weir

DINNER NIGHT OUT

Now that the cold and rainy weather is behind us we are starting up our Dinner Night Out evenings again.  On May 11th, we will go to Taste of China in San Marcos.   Either meet at church at 5:30 to carpool or meet at the restaurant at 6:00PM. Please sign up at the welcome table so we can call ahead to let them know how many we will be.  This is a Chinese buffet with lots of choices for all. 

Being stewards of god’s money….
March
General Fund –


Total Giving $7679


Mission Plan $8,000
 

Building Fund -






Total Giving $1,835


Mission Plan $1,821  

Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all you produce.   (Proverbs 3:9)
June - Mark Your Calendars! – Watch for more details later. 


12-17 – Confirmation Camp at Ebert Ranch Camp


20-14 – Day Camp @ LCR!!! (
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	Happy Anniversary


	05-02
	Steve Thompson

	05-24
	Colten Kilpatrick
	05-01
	Chuck & Brenda Tise

	05-11
	Danny Hickman
	05-25
	Pat Strobel
	05-10
	Jeff & Sharon Thompson 

	05-11
	Amy Westphal


	05-29
	Sam Ellisor
	05-16
	John & Judy Dunn

	05-24
	Al Strobel
	05-30
	T Temoney
	05-27
	Dirk & Carol Dierking

	
	 
	 
	  
	
	

	
	
	
	CONGRATULATIONS !

	Note:  If we missed your special day or printed it incorrectly, please notify the church office…








VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

	
	
	1
 
	8
 
	15
 
	22
 
	29 

	Readers
	10:00
	Dorcy Rhea
	Angie Rose
	Melinda Ellisor
	JoAnne Miller

	Danny Hickman

	Worship
Assistant
	10:00
	Colleen Kaye
	Harriet Powell
	Dirk Dierking
	Doris King
	Lois Hickman

	Acolytes
	10:00
	Bella Raska 
	Hannah Raska
	Ethan Ellisor
	Nick Merkord
	Colten Kilpatrick

	Ushers

	10:00
	Raskas
	Dierkings
	Sam & Jim Ellisor
	Weirs
	H. Mettenbrink & J. Valentine

	Child Care
	10:00
	Hannah Raska
	Madelyn Raska
	Delayne Leonard
	Natalie & Emily Merkord
	Holley Hickman

	Hospitality
	10:00
	Lynn Raska 
	Judy Kracht
	Brenda Moore
	Angie Rose
	Joan Mohr

	Altar Guild
    
	10:00
	Madelyn Raska

	Shirley Schliessmann
	Brenda Moore
	Dorcy Rhea
	Carol Dierking

	Counters
	
	Schliessmanns
	Colleen Kaye
	James Hollinger
	Brandon Merkord
	Mettenbrink/

Valentine


NOTE TO READERS:  The Scripture readings for the week you serve will be in your box at the beginning of the month.  We encourage you to take them home and read through them prior to your Sunday to share your gift with the congregation.  Pronunciation Guides are available – one under the Lecturn (where you read) and the other in the Church office.  IMPORTANT MESSAGE: If you can’t be present on the Sunday you are signed up to serve, please remember to find your own replacement!!  This is vital to making sure all leadership roles are filled each week.  Thanks!   (
	IMPORTANT MESSAGE:

If you can’t be present on the Sunday you are signed up to serve, please remember to find your own replacement!!  

This is vital to making sure all leadership roles are filled each week.  

Thanks!   (
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