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Stewardship – Do we have to??!?!


I love the traditional “Stewardship Month” or focus in the life of the church.  It is always met with mixed reviews and a roller coaster of emotions – especially for me, the pastor.  I always whine and wonder, “Do we have to?” Do we really have to talk about these things in church?


Well, YES we do and I get the task of doing just that from November 6th-20th.  And no, you don’t get to avoid church because of it.(  It will be a great month of thanks and praise to God and to the members and life of LCR as we hear from people that we have helped to give life and hope through our sharing of time and money.

Stewardship is such a broad a
concept and so often we get stuck in the money side of the life of a steward.  In reality – being a steward is as simple (and as hard) as being a Christian.  Being a steward is coming to the actual realization that at its heart is the question of who actually does the giving in the first place.  Stewardship broadens how we think about what we have and how we use what we have.  It also goes beyond that to encompass who we are as God’s children.  See, we live in this world focused on individual autonomy, but as a Christian people we see a larger picture of God.

When we say in the Apostle’s Creed:  “I believe in God, creator of heaven and earth,” we are saying not only does God create us, but “God daily and abundantly provides shoes and clothing, food and drink, house and farm, spouse and children, fields, livestock, and all property – along with all the necessities and nourishment for this body and life.”  Well put, Martin Luther! (From the Small Catechism written in 1529.)  God provides it all because God creates it all.  This happens DAILY.  It is a daily giving of what is needed from a God who gives abundantly and never runs out.  

So what does that mean?  Good question.  That is what we will discover together as we continue our journey of faithful stewardship in the month of November (and beyond).  We will answer questions raised by you, the family of LCR, and discover anew what God is gifting to us and how we respond to such gifts.  

This will be quite the month.  I look forward to the Stewardship Adventure.

Trusting in God’s Abundance,

Pastor Jennifer

"Whatever we are waiting for - peace of mind, contentment, grace, the inner awareness of simple abundance - it will surely come to us, but only when we are ready to receive it with an open and grateful heart."  - Sarah Ban Breathnach
letter from Bishop tiemann

October 6, 2011
Dear Church Council and Pastor Fuhr,

Grace to you and peace from God – the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen.


You have been in my prayers lately as I have had conversations with Pastor Fuhr about the financial struggles within the congregation, especially over these last two years.  She has shared with me your concerns and your faithfulness to the life and ministry of the congregation and your mission to the community of Wimberley.  I commend you on your tenacity and dedication to God’s mission.

She has also shared with me that you have had to rely on the past blessings of God by using funds from your reserve account for the ministry in 2011.  Expectations are that the congregation’s ministry plan (budget) for 2012 could also experience a shortfall of as much as $10,000.  With hopefulness I know that you will be having an “Every Member Visit” campaign to address this concern with everyone in the parish.

The Lutheran Church of the Resurrection is an important ministry partner and Pastor Fuhr is a respected clergyperson in this synod.  Therefore, I have decided to provide a congregational grant of $5,000 to the congregation.  I hope that this gift will encourage the members to increase their giving and meet the ministry goals without needing to deplete the congregation’s reserves further.  

My prayer is that this one-time grant will help the congregation grow in its stewardship and outreach so that it can enhance its ministry in the future.  

Also, please know that Bishop’s Associate, Pr. Michael Robinson, is available to help the congregation with programs related to financial stewardship and visioning.  You will remain in my prayers as you move forward.

In Christ,

Ray Tiemann, Bishop

The LCR Council wishes to say thank you to everyone who continues to support the life and ministry at LCR.  The Every Member Response has been tremendous.  Praise be to God!

Bible Study is underway


We meet on Wednesday afternoons from 1:00-3:00pm in the Adult Education Room.  Stop on by and check it out!

The curriculum is titled “Living the Questions” or LtQ2.  This is a popular video series that is an exploration of progressive Christianity featuring premier religion voices of our day.  It is an open-minded study that strives to create an environment where participants can interact with one another in exploring what’s next for Christianity.


Be prepared to learn, converse, question and wonder together.  We will meet on most Wednesday afternoons for two hours from October 12th – November 30th.  Our first seven-week series is titled “Invitation to Journey.”  Come for one or all of the conversations.  

LWR FUNDRAISER

                Mark your calendars for November 6th and 13th for a quilt sale.  Instead of a raffle the quilts will be offered for sale this year.  Around 50 quilts will be displayed in the fellowship hall after worship on each of the two Sundays.  Here is your opportunity to purchase the quilt of your choice.  All proceeds go to fund more quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  Any questions, talk to Colleen.

Deer Creek Devotions


On Sunday, November 20th LCR will be leading the Deer Creek Worship Service at 3:30pm.  All are welcome to come and join in this time of prayer and devotion.  Please contact Bunky Layton if you are available to help.  Both Pastor Jennifer and Pastor Skip will be unable to be present.

Advent is right around the corner!


Yes, it is time again to think about the coming of Christmas, the birth of Christ.  Just as you prepare your homes, we prepare our church home.  In an effort to do this as a church family this year, we will be hosting an Advent Family Night on Wednesday, December 7th @ 6:00pm. The idea is to bring all of our church family together in fellowship and preparation.  We will begin with a devotion centered around familiar Christmas Carols.  Together we will share a meal and decorate the church. 


O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!  The Worship Team is inviting every church member to bring one or two of their favorite Christmas ornaments to help decorate our church family Christmas tree!  We are asking that ornaments be to the church in time for Advent Family night on December 7th, when we will decorate the tree.  Ornaments WILL BE RETURNED to families and available to take home, after Sunday, January 1st.  
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Calling all families with children


We have an Advent gift for you!  In preparation for the birth of Jesus, we have an Advent Window Calendar for you.  Open a different “window” each day of December to reveal a Christian image behind each one.  No Santa Claus, elf or snowman.  These calendars have a picture and Bible passage behind each window.  The back of the calendar leads your family on an “Advent Treasure Hunt” each day with a question, a riddle or a fill-in-the-blank….answered or filled in when you open the window on the other side.  What a great way to prepare for such a marvelous event in our Christian faith.  Be sure to pick up this gift by Sunday, November 27th from either your Education Hour classroom teachers or Pastor Jennifer.  If you are unable to pick one up at church, it will be mailed to you at the end of November.
Taco Sunday 

On Sunday, December 4th the youth will sponsor their famous Taco Sunday.  This month the youth have decided that all proceeds will go toward ELCA World Hunger.  ELCA World Hunger responds to hunger and poverty in the United States and around the world by addressing root causes. Through a comprehensive program of relief, development, education and advocacy, people are connected to the resources they need to lift themselves out of poverty. Between 70-75% of ELCA World Hunger funds are spent internationally, and 20-25% are spent domestically.  Donations will be matched by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  
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WE CAN’T THANK YOU ENOUGH!   

Thank you to……
All who helped plant the Garden’ of Eatin’ on Sunday, October 23rd.  And to Amy Westphal for her continued leadership in the Garden.

Dear Christian Friends,

Thank you so much for your gift on September 23rd, in the amount of $737 in support of the immediate needs for food, shelter, and clothing of those who are affected by the catastrophic fires during recent weeks.  We are grateful for your partnership in ministry and helping make a difference in the lives of those who have suffered loss and destruction.

Thank you for your continued prayers for the survivors and communities devastated by these wildfires as well as those involved in fighting these fires.

May the blessings of our Lord Jesus be experienced by you as we have experienced His blessings through you.

Sincerely,

Dr. Kurt Senske

Chief Executive Officer of Lutheran Social Services of the South, Inc.

Way to Go LCR!

As always, your hearts (via your pocketbooks) go out to so many in our community.  Thank you to all who put in a dollar or more for the efforts of the Garza Park Recreational Area.  Together we contributed $157!  As this project was discussed around ecumenical tables in Wimberley, what we are reminded of --- whether we agree with this project or not --- children’s lives have been touched.  The children living in this area of Wimberley were greatly touched by the hearts of those that helped to make the play area possible.  Even if this only brings a little bit of life and hope to these children, then lives were touched for Jesus Christ.  And that’s what ministry is all about.  We are so proud that LCR is a part of changing children’s lives.  

Dedication of the Recreation Area will take place on Sunday, November 6th @ 2:00pm at Garza Park.  The community is invited to attend.  
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We continue to pray for all who are ill and recovering and receiving treatments or testing and for Betty Spickler, Pat Spickler, Larry Fuhr, Pam Longoria, Ruth Ann Heidenmeyer (sister of John Hill), Jim Valentine (father of Jason Valentine), Dot Currie (sister of Dirk Dierking), Aiden Pederson (friend of Lois Hickman), Chelsea Livingston (granddaughter of Dorcy Rhea), Melissa Larson (daughter of Dorcy Rhea), Colleen Toppett, and all care givers that devote their time to care for those they love.  

Please be in prayer for our family and friends who are serving our country either stateside or overseas.   Pray daily for peace in our world, particularly in Libya and the Middle East, and for all who suffer the consequences of war.  We continue to pray for those who are hungry and for those who serve them.  Please be in prayer for the Lord to replenish the earth as He sees fit.  We also lift in prayer the families that are struggling with separation and divorce.  We pray for those affected by tornadoes, floods, earthquakes, wind and dust storms as well as fires.  

Prayer of farewell and godspeed


Over the past month the following folks have journeyed to a new place of worship.  As a whole church of God, we send them with our blessings and love.  


Brenda & Paul Moore

We pray:


In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received these persons and made them members of his Church.  When they came to this congregation we rejoiced to receive them into our fellowship in the Gospel.  In this community of faith they have heard the proclamation of God’s Word, which reveals his loving purpose for us and for all creation.  They have been nourished at Christ’s holy table and called to be witnesses to the Gospel.  God has blessed them in this fellowship and he has blessed us through them.


We encourage them to continue to receive and share God’s gifts in their new congregations as workers with us in the Kingdom of God.


Eternal God, we thank you for these people and for our life together in this congregation and community.  As they have been a blessing to us, so now send them forth to be a blessing to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

      
(Occasional Services, Published by Augsburg Fortress, 1982, pg. 151-152)

Are you looking to purge from your closets?


Great!  If you have extra jackets or coats, sweaters or blankets that you are not using – please consider donating them to helping those in our community that have no heaters or way to stay warm.  As we approach this “winter” season, the Wimberley Ministerial Alliance is partnering with Amigos de Jesus to bring some of Christ’s love and warmth to those in need.  If you have cold weather items for men that you can part with, please bring them to LCR by November 16th.

FLOWERS

A great way to remember birthdays, holidays or your church family – adorn our altar with flowers.  There are many openings through the end of the year on our flower chart in the narthex.

Mexican train


An event that takes place each month at the church and is open to all who wish to come and join the fun.  In case you aren’t aware – this is a dominoes game.  If you’ve never heard of it and wish to learn – come and join us.  Whether you are an expert or a beginner – you will fit right in with this crowd of LCR folks.  We play on the 3rd Thursday of the month, beginning at 12:30pm.  The next play date is November 17th.  If you would like to be on the e-mail list of dates, please contact Shirley Schliessmann.  

hand & foot 


It’s a card game similar to Canasta and fun to play.  The second and fourth Monday of each month at 1:00 p.m. is when the group meets. If you want to be on the email reminder list, contact Colleen at 847-3386.
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS 


Remember to set your clocks back on November 6th.
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Community Happenings……

Community Thanksgiving Worship


Sunday, November 20th at 4:00pm at the Wimberley Presbyterian Church.  This is an annual event in which all area churches in the Wimberley Ministerial Alliance participate in leading this worship service.  The offering for the afternoon will be given to Operation Good Shepherd, Wimberley’s helping agency fund.  We hope to see some representation from LCR at this worship service! 

24th Annual Hill Country Home Tour


Friday & Saturday, November 11-12 from 10:00am-5:00pm.  Tickets are $15 and can be purchased at the Wimberley Visitor Center, Winters-Wimberley House and at the homes on the day of the tour.  

December - Mark Your Calendars! – Watch for more details later. 


 2-4 – Wimberley Community Chorus Christmas Concert.

                      Watch for more details.  Yes, Pastor Jennifer is singing this year. (

     4 – Taco Sunday for ELCA World Hunger


     7 – Advent Family Night at LCR


   27 – Christmas Eve Worship @ 7:00pm


   28 – Christmas Morning Lessons and Carols Service @ 10:00am

	
	Happy Birthday
	 
	 
	
	Happy Anniversary


	11-02
	Jim Ellisor
	11-13
	Sharon Thompson
	11-15
	Estelle & Mitch Hill

	11-04
	Tripp Temoney

	11-17
	Isabella Raska
	11-24
	Jim & Melinda Ellisor

	11-08
	Jason Chesnut
	11-24
	Emily Taylor
	 
	 

	11-08
	Guy Bowen
	11-27
	Jenny Durkin
	
	

	11-09
	Ryan Butler
	11-28
	John Dunn
	 
	 

	11-10
	Betty Spickler
	11-28 
	Ron Weir
	
	

	11-12
	Jason Valentine
	11-29
	Paul Toudouze
	
	

	11-13
	Colleen Kaye
	 
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	CONGRATULATIONS !

	Note:  If we missed your special day or printed it incorrectly, please notify the church office…







VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

	
	
	6
 
	13
 
	20
 
	27
 
	

	Readers
	10:00
	Melinda Ellisor
	Carol Dierking
	Beverly Ladzinski
	Blaine Nelson
	

	Worship
Assistant
	10:00
	Colleen Kaye
	Doris King
	Colleen Kaye
	Mike Schliessmann
	

	Acolytes
	10:00
	Sam Ellisor 
	Natalie Merkord
	Bella Raska
	Colten Kilpatrick
	

	Ushers

	10:00
	J. Ellisor & J. Bradshaw
	Merkords
	H. Mettenbrink &

J. Valentine
	Kilpatricks
	

	Child Care
	10:00
	
	Natalie & Emily Merkord
	Hannah Raska 
	Delayne Leonard

	

	Hospitality
	10:00
	  
	Beverly Ladzinski
	Lynn Raska
	Dianne Kilpatrick
	

	Altar Guild
    
	10:00
	
	Carol Dierking
	Beverly Ladzinski
	Shirley Schliessmann
	

	Counters
	
	James Hollinger
	Brandon Merkord
	Mettenbrink & Valentine
	Schliessmanns
	

	Flowers
	
	 
	
	 
	
	


NOTE TO READERS:  The Scripture readings for the week you serve will be in your box at the beginning of the month.  We encourage you to take them home and read through them prior to your Sunday to share your gift with the congregation.  Pronunciation Guides are available – one under the Lecturn (where you read) and the other in the Church office.  
	IMPORTANT MESSAGE:

If you can’t be present on the Sunday you are signed up to serve, please remember to find your own replacement!!  

This is vital to making sure all leadership roles are filled each week.  

Thanks!   (
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