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INSIDE:  Mission of the Month – Feed the Hungry….Milestone Ministry:  Confirmation ….Letter from Jason Chesnut…Choir Underway…Book of Faith Bible Study…Fall Festival…Lots of Thanks…Many Community/Area Events….And so much more…


“Where does it say in scripture that it’s okay to be a practicing homosexual in a leadership role?”

“Why is this such a big issue, isn’t God’s call open to all people?”

“Who am I to say or be the judge of who can and is called as a pastor of the church?”
“Does this decision really affect us as a church in small town Wimberley?”

“I am so glad that the ELCA sees the importance of validating the call of God to all people.”

“God says male and female, not male and male or female and female.”

“What do I do now; I can’t stay in a church that allows such things to happen?”

“Pastor, how do we stay a church in such difficult times?”

And these are just a few of the prayer-filled words I’ve heard spoken in this church over the last month.

Dear Friends in Christ,

It is indeed a good and difficult time to be the church, to be the ELCA, to be the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection.    

In a recent sermon I shared some thoughts from an author working to write a how-to book on cleaning fish.  This author stated that the first step in such a process is to put the fish on the table.  If it stays in bin or sits under the table it will begin to stink or rot.  Well, we have a fish to be put on the table.  That fish is the Churchwide Assembly decision to ordain persons living in lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationship.  

So in an attempt to “put the fish on the table” at LCR the Executive Council Team has decided to have pastor-led Small Group Open Discussions in October.  This is an opportunity for up to 10 people at a time to come together and discuss openly and honestly their thoughts and views as well as to ask questions on this one issue.  These times together are intended to be a chance for everyone to be heard and to listen to one another in a Christian faith and context that is open to differing opinions and thoughts.

Our time together will be limited to 60 minutes.  Each Small Group Open Discussion will begin with a bit of history on how this decision came to be in the ELCA.  And then there will be an opportunity for everyone to be heard.  

Please sign up for one of the following sessions by either calling the church office or signing up on Sunday morning (sheets are located on the round table in the narthex).  If you are unable to attend any of the four options open for discussions, please talk to me so that another time can be arranged.  Located by the signup sheets, you will find much information on this issue.  We have copies of many documents from the human sexuality study, bound conscience, interpretations of scripture around this issue, and much more.  Feel free to take whatever might be helpful for you to read.

As together, we put this fish on the table, I pray that these conversations may be a time of information gathering and sharing.  I firmly believe that we can only move forward when nothing is holding us back from our mission of serving.  

Small Group Open Discussion Times:

Tuesday, October 13 – 2:00pm & 7:00pm

Thursday, October 15 – 7:00pm

Wednesday, October 21 – 2:00pm

Pastor Jennifer (
“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.  And be thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in your richly.”  (Colossians 3:15-16a)
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Genesis to Revelation 

This will be the focus of the Adult Education Class on Sunday mornings (9:50-10:45am).  We will start at the beginning of the wonderful Book God has given us to read and learn.  We’ll go at whatever pace the class goes.  We will be spending a good chunk of time in Genesis and then some books may go faster than others.  We may not look at every word of every book, but we will certainly come to understand each of them.  Our year will end with everyone having an overall view of the entire Book.  

You need no experience to open this Book or attend this class.  Come and go as you please.  The monthly newsletter will keep you posted as to where we are in the Book.  Or stop by the classroom and check out the “Wall’s” progress.  Don’t forget your Bible!!


Come and listen.  Come and discuss.  Come and learn God’s mission and purpose for us.

Mission of the month:  feed the hungry


For September and October we are going to focus on feeding the hungry in our midst and in God’s entire world.  Our extra contributions will go to support the Crisis Bread Basket and the Hays County CROP Hunger Walk.  Please indicate on your contribution which organization you would like to support.  If it doesn’t matter, it will be divided equally between the two.


The Crisis Bread Basket, Wimberley’s local food pantry, came to fruition in August, 1986.  It started in the back of the local mid-wifery by the Men’s Groups at St. Stephen’s and St. Mary’s.  The Methodist Church soon joined in it’s efforts and a whole new community birthed from all of the local churches pitching in to help provide food and help for those in need.  

The CBB’s purpose is to supply food to Wimberley’s families (on a temporary basis) that are financial difficulties.  This is a volunteer run organization.  All funds given are primarily used to purchase food.  On an average week (open only two days) the CBB serves about 50 people and they are currently noticing the rise of those numbers.  Hours open:  Tuesday, 5:30-6:30pm & Thursday, 3:00-4:00pm.


What is the CROP Hunger Walk?  Neighbors walking together to take a stand against hunger in our world. Together we raise awareness and funds for international relief and development, as well as local hunger-fighting.  This event takes place in San Marcos in October. Be watching for more information.

Did you know?  Texas has the highest rate of food insecurity in the nation for children under the age of 18.  And in Central Texas, 1 in 4 children and 1 in 5 adults suffer from hunger or food insecurity (unable to access adequate amounts of nutritious food necessary for healthy life).  Who is hungry?  The elderly living on fixed incomes, low income families with children, the sick and disabled, people suffering from hard ties, and people living paycheck to paycheck.  Why are people hungry?  Failure to make a living wage, poverty, medical and prescription bills, high cost of living, and other temporary circumstances.  (All information is according to www.haysfoodbank.org)  

Book of Faith Bible Study 


Can you believe it is October?  Time is flying by!  What a welcome relief this cooler weather is for us all!  Now is the time for some reading and study.  Open scripture and join the conversation with us! Each class stands independently so anyone can join at any time!

Monday, October 5 – 1:30 PM - Bible Study #4 – Romans 7: 15 – 25a                                                    Tuesday, October 6 – 6:30 PM – Repeat of above

Pastor Jennifer has graciously agreed to take these classes since Sandy is having knee replacement on Monday.  We thank her for the support she has given to us both.

Monday, October 19 – 1:30 PM – Learning how scripture was put together from Old Testament traditions through the current “canon:” of scripture we now have and use!  Exciting and very interesting!

Tuesday, October  20 – 6:30 PM – Repeat of above

Don’t miss the October and November classes as we finish with the impact of the Reformation!

In His service,

Jim and Sandy Thomas

Letter from Jason Chesnut

   Hello, Lutheran Church of the Resurrection – Greetings from Chicago!


I have, indeed, made it back to the Windy City after my year-long internship in Bradenton, Florida.  I have to say – I’ve been waiting fifteen months for the temperature to drop below 60 degrees (and I have not been disappointed!), and I am looking forward to the autumn season.


Whatever season it is, however, we all look to the resurrection of Jesus the Christ every Sunday (which is, even during Lent, a mini-celebration of that amazing event), and I’ve thought about this more and more as it relates to you all – the body of Christ at the Lutheran Church of the Resurrection.  You are formed and sent, each week, as the resurrected body of Christ for the sake of the world.


That’s an incredible thing, isn’t it?  I was blessed to be in your midst at the end of August, worshiping with you, hearing God’s good news of forgiveness and mercy, and coming together to the Table of love and overwhelming peace.  I needed that, and it was even more special to be able to participate in that with all of you.  Your hospitality and generosity continue to humble me.  Thank you. 


Sometimes ‘new life’ and resurrection are difficult to see.  I will be on the lookout for it amidst my last year of classes, amidst work and play as I re-enter my seminary community, amidst filling out paperwork and writing papers in preparation for ministry in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  


I hope you’ll be on the lookout, too, with Pastor Jennifer and all the baptized children of God, to see how God is giving us new life all over the place.  

I’m blessed to be a part of a resurrection community right there in the Hill Country of Texas, even when I’m on the South Side of Chicago.  Thanks be to God!








Peace to you,








Jason Chesnut

JASON’S NEW ADDRESS


With Jason’s move back to Chicago his address has changed back to 1100 E. 55th St.

Chicago, IL   60615.  Please update your directories.

Milestone Ministry: Confirmation

We will be honoring Tripp Temoney by celebrating his completion of academic study in confirmation.  His Confirmation of Faith will take place on Sunday, October 25th at the 11:00am worship.  Please join us for a time of fellowship and congratulations during the fellowship hour and after worship.  Be sure to share your stories of faith with Tripp and his family. 

Deer Creek Assisted Living Worship


All are welcome to attend the worship led by LCR on Sunday, October 25th @ 3:30pm at Deer Creek.  Please talk to Nancy Carney for more information.  We’ll see you there!

Flu season


Just a reminder that we are approaching flu season and continue to share the peace of Christ in our worship services…. there is hand sanitizer in the back of the sanctuary.  Ask the ushers if you cannot locate the dispenser.  Let’s all try to stay healthy this year!!  If you do happen to catch the flu, please recuperate fully at home.  
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We continue to pray for all who are ill and recovering and receiving treatments or testing and for Carol Adams, Brooke Sleeper, Jan and Larry Fuhr (parents of Pastor Jennifer), Pat Krupinsky (cousin of Harriet Powell), Doris Kowalski, Lore Timmer (sister of Al Strobel), Suzie Vincina (cousin of Felicia Neigut), Rendy Hutto (friend of Paul and Brenda Moore), John McMurray (friend of Beverly Ladzinski), Susan Loosen (friend of Jim and Sandy Thomas), Zee Hickman (mother of Danny and Lois Hickman), Dot Currie (sister of Dirk Dierking), Michael Hill (son of Estelle Hill), Blake Olson (relative of Jan Erlandson), Paul Velta (friend of Beverly Ladzinski), Pam Longoria, JoJo Vincina, Dustin Chaney (friend of Jim and Sandy Thomas), Hugh Ellington, Beverly Ladzinski, and all care givers that devote their time to care for those they love.

Please be in prayer for our family and friends who are serving our country either stateside or overseas.   Please pray daily for peace in our world, particularly in the Middle East, and for all who suffer the consequences of war.  Please pray daily for those who are hungry and for those who serve them.  Please be in prayer daily for the Lord to replenish the earth as He sees fit.

WE CAN’T THANK YOU ENOUGH!   

Thank you to the parents that volunteered their time at the Labor Day Jr. & Sr. High Lock-In:  Driver – Lynn Raska & Breakfast Cooks – Ben Raska and Lois Hickman.  


Thank you to Carlie, Ashli, Madelyn, and Holley for helping us to kick-off our fall Education Hour as you reminded us to be thinking of ways we can serve the Lord.  And thank you to Emily Merkord, Lynn Raska, Lois Hickman, Angie Hasness, Carol Klepper, Jim & Sandy Thomas, and Jason & Carrie Valentine for making up a great team of leaders and teachers of Christian Education.


Thank you to Colleen Kaye, Signe Griffin, JoAnne Miller, Paula Johnson, Felicia Neigut, Harriett Powell, Doris Phillips, Angie Rose, Sandy Thomas and Pastor Jennifer for giving of your Saturday to help create dozens of quilts.  Your ongoing service is a testimony to the success of LWR. Remember, if you have any old sheets or leftover cotton or cotton blend material,  please bring it to Colleen at church.


Thank you to everyone that has taken the time to come to church early or stay late for the refresher courses on being a servant of God on Sunday mornings.  Your time and effort in learning helps us all to worship God more fully.

fall festival – October 11th

Please plan to attend this LCR event full of fun through games, music and food.  The goal of the Fall Festival is not only to celebrate life but also to help those in need.  We will hear music, share in a meal, and play games (horseshoes, dominos, cake walk, and so much more).  All proceeds from the cost of the meal and games goes toward the Mission of the Month – Crisis Bread Basket.  Please see the posters hanging around the church and bulletin inserts for more information.  

(If you have any items for the Silent Auction, please contact Nancy Carney – 847-9329 ASAP.)

FREDERICKSBURG FIELD TRIP


It’s off to Fredericksburg and beyond. On Friday, October 23rd a group will leave from the church at 9:00am and travel to the Fredericksburg area for some shopping and dining out.  We will visit the Wal-Mart (Colleen needs some material for quilt making), Wildseed Farms and various shops in Fredericksburg. Come along and enjoy a day of fellowship and fun. Sign up on the welcome table.

DINNER NIGHT OUT


October 22nd will find us at Logan’s Steakhouse in San Marcos.  Watch the Welcome Table for the sign up sheet.  We will meet to carpool from the church at 6:00pm.  Come and join us for food and fellowship, no meeting, no agenda.

HIGHWAY CLEAN UP


Saturday, October 10th at 9:00 am. We will again get together to clean up our little part of Wimberley. The sign up sheet is on the welcome table. 

Mexican train


An event that takes place each month at the church – and is open to all who wish to come and join the fun.  In case you aren’t aware – this is a dominoes game.  If you’ve never heard of it and wish to learn – come and join us.  Whether you are an expert or a beginner – you will fit right in with this crowd of LCR folks.  We play on the 3rd Thursday of the month, beginning at 12:30pm.  The next play date is October 15th.  If you would like to be on the e-mail list of dates, please contact Shirley Schliessmann.  

COOKBOOK SALES


Thank you to all who have supported our Prayer Shawl Ministry by purchasing a cookbook or supplement to the first version. Our formal sales are over but there are plenty of cookbooks and supplements available. Keep in mind that they make wonderful Christmas gifts!

To purchase one or more see Colleen in the office.

Fall Choir is underway!

Clear your voices and start practicing in the shower!  The fall choir season has begun.  We rehearse on Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:30pm.  

We have an exciting season planned including a spectacular Christmas concert.  The pieces will be fun and different, and I promise a good time will be had by all, while we sing praises to our God and enhance the quality of our worship experience.

You do NOT have to be musically trained or even know how to read music.  We learn by repetition, listening to recordings, and help from your fellow members.  So, if you love to sing, and love to praise your Lord in song, you qualify.  The choir is open to all – young and old.  So, come.  Give it a try!  

If you have any questions or need any more information, please contact Chester Bammel at church or by phone at 830-935-2102, or by email at clbammel@hotmail.com.

hand & foot 


We have started another game day here at church: Hand and Foot.  It’s a card game similar to Canasta and fun to play.  The second and fourth Monday of each month at 1:00 p.m. is when the group meets. If you want to be on the email reminder list, contact Colleen at 847-3386.

How Are We doing?

August






September

General Fund – 




General Fund –


Total Donations $11,479.65



Total Donations $7,844.50


Budgeted Amount $12,500



Budgeted Amount $10,000


Percentage Received – 92%



Percentage Received – 78%

Building Fund -




Building Fund –


Total Donations $2,355



Total Donations $2,292.50


Budgeted Amount $2,400



Budgeted Amount $2,400


Percentage Received – 98%



Percentage Received – 96%


Our expenses $2400  




Our expenses $2400 


      (Monthly Loan Payment)



        (Monthly Loan Payment)

"David blessed the Lord in the presence of all the assembly; [he] said:  "Blessed are you, O Lord.......Riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all.  In your hand are power and might; and it is in your hand to make great and to give strength to all.  .....All things come from you, and of your own have we given you."  (1Chronicles 29:10-14)
MY NEW BEST FRIEND 


My New Best Friend is a community effort to assist those who are caregivers for a family member.  The program offers four hours a week of supervised activities for the ambulatory person who needs constant supervision.  The problem may be either mental or physical as long as the person is amenable to supervision. Chapel in the Hills has donated the use of their old parsonage for this purpose.  The hours are 10 am until 2 pm on Wednesday and Thursday.  Each client brings their own lunch.  No medication is administered.  No therapy other than friendship is attempted.  The program plan is to have two friends for each client so the friend comes only twice each month.  Activities are designed to foster self-worth in the clients. (Presently we are making gift bags for Dell Children's hospital. In the past we have made greeting cards, book marks, etc.) The sponsoring groups, churches and organizations of Wimberley are asked to supply us with volunteers.  We seek no monetary funds.  In order to schedule a respite slot, the client must be evaluated by the director and a medical person before they are accepted.  There is no charge for the program.  All that we need just seems to appear at our front door.   We currently have 11 clients.  We  try to have only four clients a day in order to keep the environment calm and simple.  One new client is being interviewed this week.  If a facilitator can be arranged, we will then open three days a week.  This gives us four clients, four volunteers and a facilitator each day.  A very family-like atmosphere.  For information about volunteer opportunities, speak with Harriet Powell or call Naomi Holman at 847-0340. Check out the welcome table for a form to sign up as well.

harvest full moon walk

Mayor's Fitness Council to host "Full Moon" walks

The Wimberley Mayor's Fitness Council in its efforts to encourage Wimberleyites to adopt healthier lifestyle habits, will host a series of "Full Moon" walks in the down town area.  These walking events are non-competitive, and their purpose is to get people out and walking...the more the merrier.  Walks will take place on the evenings when the moon is full and will follow a 2-mile route using sidewalks and the Square.  The Full Harvest Moon walk will be on Sunday, October 4; the Full Beaver Moon walk on Monday, November 2; the Full Cold Moon walk on Wednesday, December 2, and the Blue Moon or Full Long Night's Moon walk will be New Years Eve, Thursday, December 31.  

October 4th – 6:30pm.  Meet at the Wimberley Café.  Bring a flashlight and refreshments (water).  If your dog would like to go, please make sure he/she is on a leash.

Simple Christian Worship 

In the Taize tradition on Sunday Evening, October 25th, at 7:00 p.m.  Chapel in the Hills (14601 Ranch Rd. 12)  Theme for this Sunday: Saints.  The service includes simple prayers, readings and music along with quiet time for meditation.  The service lasts about 40 minutes.  All are welcome.

3rd annual walk 4 habitat & classic car show


Takes place on Saturday, October 24th at 9:30am starting at the Former Baptist Church (501 Old Kyle Rd – at the far end of the parking lot).  Lutheran Church of the Resurrection is one of the sponsors of this event.  If you would like to walk on behalf of the church, please talk to Pastor.  Additional registration forms and information are available in the narthex of the church.  In order to receive an event t-shirt, you must register early (deadline is October 19).

16th Annual Barbecue at The Salt Lick


Benefiting the Friends Foundation (supporting the elderly in the greater Dripping Springs area) takes place on Thursday, October 8th from 5-10pm.  The evening features a variety of music, silent auction and lots of food.  See the flyer in the narthex of the church for more information.

Area Church Fall Festival



At St. John’s/San Juan Lutheran Church in Austin on Saturday, October 24 from 7:00am-3:00pm.  See the flyer in the narthex of the church for more information.

Conspirare concert


Conspirare returns to Wimberley with Craig Hella Johnson and an ensemble-of-eight, performing the oratorio “A time for Life” by special guest composer Robert Kyr.  Come and experience an evening of resonant voices and inspiring music.  Thursday, October 8 @ 7:30pm, St. Stephens Episcopal Church (6000A FM 3237 in Wimberley).  $30 Adult Admission & $15 Youth Admission (ages 6-17).  For tickets call 512-476-5775

Jesus, Justice and Jazz Comes to Seguin
    
To all High School students.....Please mark your calendars for Saturday, October 24th as the JJJ Tour comes to Texas Lutheran University.  The tour features performances by Lost and Found, Agape, and Rachel Kurtz.  Be watching for emails and posters as more information becomes available. 

Cartridge Recycling Center Reminder


We continue to collect ink cartridges for recycling.  Please bring them in a zip lock bag and place in the recycling center in the narthex.   

Wimberley Eco Fest 2009

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend Wimberley Eco Fest 2009 to be held on Saturday, October 17th from 10:00 am until 4:30 pm at the Katherine Anne Porter School on FM 2325.  

The theme of Eco Fest is "Living Greener in the Hill Country".  The keynote speaker at 3:00 pm on Saturday will be award-winning green homes Architect Peter L. Pfeiffer who will speak on GREEN BUILDING. He has been seen on "The Today Show" and "This Old House".

 
During the day 45 minute seminars are planned beginning each hour on subjects useful to life in our Hill Country such as organic gardening, cedar management, home energy conservation, rainwater collection, and many more.  Additionally the Hays County Master Naturalists will be presenting mini-seminars on environmental topics.  Exhibitors will provide information on eco-oriented products and services. Food and drinks will be available on-site from the KAPS students to benefit their programs.

 
Eco Fest is being sponsored by the local Citizens Alliance for Responsible Development (CARD) as an educational outreach.  The event is FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
November Events - Mark Your Calendars! – Watch for more details later. 

November


  1 -  Confirmation Class, 4-7pm @ New Hope, Blanco


2-3 – Book of Faith Class

12 – Birthday Party at Deer Creek, 3:00pm

14 – Taco Distribution at Amigos de Jesus

15 – Church’s 24th Birthday Celebration, Game Night @ 6:30pm

16-17 – Book of Faith Class

19 – Mexican Train & DNO @ Saltlick

Note:  If your newsletter was mailed to you, your church calendar is available for pick up on the welcome table.







VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

	
	
	4
	11
	18
	25
	

	Readers
	8:30
	Beverly Ladzinski
	Colleen Kaye
	Jo Anne Miller 
	Bobbi Vantine


	 

	
	11:00
	Melinda Ellisor
	Dave Clemens
	Mickie Ladd
	Whitney Cargill
	 

	Worship

Assistant
	8:30
	Shirley Schliessmann
	Jeanette Nelson
	Harriet Powell
	Mike Schliessmann
	 

	
	11:00
	Chris Nichols
	Chester Bammel
	Lois Hickman
	Doris King
	 

	Acolytes
	8 :30
	Mike Schliessmann
	Harriet Powell
	Hannah Raska
	Shirley Schliessmann
	

	
	11:00
	Sam Ellisor
	Ian Hasness
	Faith Hasness
	Natalie Merkord
	

	Ushers


	8:30
	D. Phillips/J. Valentine
	Schliessmanns
	B. Raska/

H.Mettenbrink
	Hollingers
	

	
	11:00
	J. Ellisor/J. Bradshaw 
	Pat & Jody Johnson
	D. Ladd & R. Weir
	Merkords
	

	Child Care
	11:00
	Pam Longoria
	Madelyn Raska
	Holley Hickman
	Whitney Cargill
	

	Hospitality
	8:30

11:00
	Beverly Ladzinski

Carol Dierking
	Felicia Neigut
Jody Johnson
	Paula Johnson

M. Ladd/G. Weir
	Bobbi Vantine
Brenda Moore
	

	Altar Guild
	8:30

11:00
	Beverly Ladzinski

Beth Alexander
	Shirley Schliessmann

Mimi Clemens
	P. Johnson/M. Raska

Carol Klepper
	Shirley Schliessmann

Brenda Moore
	

	Flowers
	
	  
	Jody Johnson
	Hollingers
	Doris King
	


NOTE TO READERS:  The Scripture readings for the week you serve will be in your box at the beginning of the month.  We encourage you to take them home and read through them prior to your Sunday to share your gift with the congregation.  

Pronunciation Guides are availabe – one under the Lecturn (where you read) and the other in the Church office.  Feel free to take and use them whenever needed.

	IMPORTANT MESSAGE:

If you can’t be present on the Sunday you are signed up to serve, please remember to find your own replacement!!  

This is vital to making sure all leadership roles are filled each week.  

Thanks!   (
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	10-03
	Delores Hill
	10-13
	Jim Vantine
	
	

	10-03
	Chris Nichols
	10-15
	Pat Johnson
	
	Happy Anniversary


	10-04
	Whitney Cargill
	10-20
	Signe Griffin
	10-09
	 Joe & Pat Hart

	10-06
	Estelle Hill
	10-22
	Holley Hickman
	10-20
	 Matt & Emily Polhemus

	10-08
	Natalie Merkord
	10-24
	Dalene Pearson
	
	

	10-09
	Susan Hohmann
	10-25 
	Beverly Ladzinski
	
	

	10-10 
	Bobbi Ellington


	10-26 
	Carlie Tise
	
	

	10-10 
	Kit Locke
	10-27 
	Harlean O’Keefe
	
	

	10-11 
	Myrtle Thomas
	10-27
	Susan Sisson
	
	

	10-11
	McKenna Dove
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	CONGRATULATIONS !

	Note:  If we missed your special day or printed it incorrectly, please notify the church office…



The Chronicles


                                Lutheran Church of the Resurrection		


			           RR 12 & Spoke Hill Rd		


   Wimberley, Texas    512-847-3386





Web page: � HYPERLINK "http://www.welcometonewlife.org" ��www.welcometonewlife.org�       		 Pastor : Jennifer Fuhr                                  


E-mail:    Office@welcometonewlife.org			Office Admin: Colleen Kaye
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