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And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep God’s love is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God. Now all glory to God, who is able, through God’s mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. Amen.                                       (Ephesians 13:18-20, NLV)
Beautiful, isn’t it?  How wide – how long – how high – how deep.  All words to describe God’s unfailing bounty of grace upon grace to each of us.  As we dare to pray this prayer from Ephesians, we also belief that this is God’s hope for each of us, personally, and then for the work of LCR.  We believe that God's Good News has changed everything and that God is transforming us and sending us, every single one of us, into the world to spread and live that Gospel-Good News.  That's what we are about at LCR – for all to know and grow into new life in Christ Jesus.  

You are stewards who have helped this congregation make a real difference in the lives of the people that LCR serves in Jesus' name.  We believe, with the apostle Paul, that there is a power at work within us, as God's people, to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine.  I look back over the summer and see all that was accomplished for the Lord.  We had a week of 21+ children and leaders running around our facilities learning what it means to be a Christian Witness.  I imagine all of the lives touched and families that had the opportunity to grow in faith because of the work of LCR.  We also sent five amazing young people and one ridiculous Pastor to West Virginia for a week of learning and living.  As said by one of our high school students:  “West Virginia was a mission trip straight from heaven. Everything about it was a godsend.  One of the main changes I decided to make on the trip was to be as generous as pastor and our house family. Thank you to all who helped to send us on this amazing journey!”  (See the entire note of thanks in the Thank You section of this newsletter.)  And this is just one life that was changed; so many others were as well throughout the week.  And that would not have been accomplished without the generous financial stewardship of this family of faith.

Think about these amazing stories, pray about what is to come in and through LCR, and trust in God as your quarterly contribution statement comes in the mail with a letter about the financial situation in our church family.  Be prepared for conversations with our ASK Campaign team members.  Be in prayer for each of us as we discover what God is calling us to do, personally and communally.  Remember, every gift you give makes a difference.  Who you are as a participant in the community makes a difference.  And just take a look at all that is happening and the blessings that are shared in this newsletter alone and you will see that who we are as a community of faith makes a difference in the world.   
All Praise and Thanks be to God!









Pastor Jennifer
“Giving is more a dictate of the heart than a command of the brain.”   ~ Henry A. Rosso 
“You give but little when you give of your possessions. It is when you give of yourself that you truly give.”     
 ~ Kahlil Gibran
Milestone Ministry


Baptism – On Sunday, October 23rd we will rejoice with Jenny Schiber & Matt Kyle as we all welcome Hunter Dale Schiber & Anjalee Dawn Kyle in to the Body of Christ through Baptism.  Please plan to join us for this wonderful celebration.  

Confirmation - On Sunday, October 30th we will honor Nicolas Merkord, Samuel Ellisor and Ryley Dove as they have completed another leg of their faith journey.  Join us as we affirm these young men and celebrate with their families.

Invitation Sunday


Do you have friends or neighbors, acquaintances or strangers that you think might desire to know God more?  Well, now is the time to invite people to come and see, come and taste what you know to be true about Jesus in your life.  Invite someone to church on Sunday, October 9th.  The scripture for that day is all about an invitation to a banquet.  Those actually invited didn’t come, so the invitation was extended to others.  In our liturgy God spreads a table before us.  With great joy we feast at that table and go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others.  Invite all this day to come and see, come and taste!


Or invite them to ……
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ANHALT HALL – OKTOBERFEST, 2011

Yes, it’s that time of the year again.  It’s time to do the “good” Lutheran thing and pick up a “pint”…..of lemonade, tea or other any other beverage and join in the fun with a little polka and country music.  Sunday, October 16th the fun begins at Noon with good German food or hamburgers….whatever suits you.  Polka music by the Seven Dutchman Polka Band begins at 1pm and Billy Mata & Texas Tradition country flavor starts at 6pm.  Come for a little or a lot.  Be sure to invite friends, neighbors, acquaintances or strangers to join in some “good Lutheran fellowship.”  See you there!!    (2390 Anhalt Road, Spring Branch)
Candidate for Ordained Ministry

At the September Council meeting, the Council unanimously voted to be a congregation of support for Amy Westphal as she begins her journey to be an Ordained Pastor in the ELCA.  Currently, Amy is in her final year of college at Texas State.  Her ordination journey this year entails entrance essays and interviews as well as deciding which seminary to attend.  Amy will take her first trip in October to check out seminaries.  As a congregation of support we join together in prayer for Amy as she begins this journey.  



Did you know that LCR, in its short 25 years of being a congregation, will now have supported three candidates for ordained ministry?  Way to go LCR!  Your ministry has empowered and inspired so many. 
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Bible Study to begin


Beginning on Wednesday, October 12th, 1:00-3:00pm Pastor Jennifer will be leading a Bible Study class at LCR in the Adult Education Room.  The curriculum is titled “Living the Questions” or LtQ2.  This is a popular video series that is an exploration of progressive Christianity featuring premier religious voices of our day.  It is an open-minded study that strives to create an environment where participants can interact with one another in exploring what’s next for Christianity.


Be prepared to learn, converse, question and wonder together.  We will meet on most Wednesday afternoons for two hours from October 12th – November 30th.  Our first seven-week series is titled “Invitation to Journey.”  Come for one or all of the conversations.  

Taco Sunday 


On Sunday, October 23rd the youth will sponsor their famous Taco Sunday.  This month the youth have decided that all proceeds will go toward the Smithville/Bastrop Disaster Relief.  Donations will be matched by Thrivent and then processed and distributed through Lutheran Social Services to those in need in Bastrop and Smithville.
GRISMILL COUPON NIGHT

                Did you receive a coupon for the Gristmill?  Do you enjoy going to Gruene, enjoying the atmosphere and some good food? Then join us Wednesday night, October 12th for Gristmill Coupon Night.  We can carpool from church or meet at the restaurant at 6:00 PM.  There might even be a group that wants to check out some shops before dinner.  If you have any questions, talk to Colleen.

LWR FUNDRAISER

                Mark your calendars for November 6th and 13th for a quilt sale.  Instead of a raffle the quilts will be offered for sale this year.  Around 50 quilts will be displayed in the fellowship hall after worship on each of the two Sundays.  Here is your opportunity to purchase the quilt of your choice.  All proceeds go to fund more quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  Any questions, talk to Colleen.

DONATIONS ARE BEING MATCHED FOR GARZA PLAYGROUND PROJECT

This past summer LCR’s youth and other members of the congregation generously contributed funds to purchase one youth and one adult picnic table for the proposed recreation area at Garza Trailer Park for Hispanic families on R.R. 32.  The playground project is being coordinated by Amigos de Jesús, a local interdenominational ministry working to improve the lives and living conditions of our Hispanic neighbors.  The plan for the playground project is to work alongside the resident families to provide a safe recreational area for children and parents to play, interact, picnic and relax together. With the heat of summer waning, work on the playground area is about to begin in earnest with December as the goal for completion. Upon completion, Amigos will host a blessing ceremony and celebration to which all donors will be invited.

LCR has been actively participating in this ministry; our continued support plays an important role in its success.  An anonymous donor has offered to match gifts up to $200, and our hope is that LCR can meet that amount and secure the matching funds.  To accomplish this, during the first two Sundays in October, you will find a “Loose Change for Amigos Playground Project” jar in the narthex, along with a drawing of the proposed recreation area and “wish list” of items needed.  Your coins, dollar bills and checks will be greatly appreciated!  Checks are made payable to LCR with “Garza Playground” noted in the memo line. For additional information, please visit with Pastor Jennifer or Shirley Schliessmann.

We are In need of a tree


Actually, we need a Christmas tree.  The worship team has decided to bury the lopsided artificial Christmas tree that has made its home in the Fellowship Hall for many years.  To replace it, we seek your help.  Do you have or would you like to donate an articifical Christmas tree for this purpose?  We are looking for a pre-lit, 9ft tree this year (anything over 7ft would do).  If you would like to make a contribution to offset the cost of such a tree, that would be great as well.  Talk to anyone on the worship team or Pastor Jennifer for more information and/or to donate to the cause.

Mexican train


An event that takes place each month at the church and is open to all who wish to come and join the fun.  In case you aren’t aware – this is a dominoes game.  If you’ve never heard of it and wish to learn – come and join us.  Whether you are an expert or a beginner – you will fit right in with this crowd of LCR folks.  We play on the 3rd Thursday of the month, beginning at 12:30pm.  The next play date is October 20th .  If you would like to be on the e-mail list of dates, please contact Shirley Schliessmann.  

hand & foot 


It’s a card game similar to Canasta and fun to play.  The second and fourth Monday of each month at 1:00 p.m. is when the group meets. If you want to be on the email reminder list, contact Colleen at 847-3386.
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We continue to pray for all who are ill and recovering and receiving treatments or testing and for Betty Spickler, Pat Spickler, Larry Fuhr, Pam Longoria, Fran Murphy & family (friends of Dianne Kilpatrick), Ruth Ann Heidenmeyer (sister of John Hill), Jim Valentine (father of Jason Valentine), Dot Currie (sister of Dirk Dierking), Aiden Pederson (friend of Lois Hickman), Chase Hutchinson (grand-nephew of Brenda Moore), Chelsea Livingston (granddaughter of Dorcy Rhea), Samatha Stotland (friend of Brenda Moore), Melissa Larson (daughter of Dorcy Rhea), Colleen Toppett, Hugh Ellington, and all care givers that devote their time to care for those they love.  Ron & Gayle Weir and family upon the death of Ron’s mother, Marjorie.  Tom Miller and his family upon the death of his mother, Mary.  Cynthia Wiggins (friend of Nancy Volotko) upon the death of her husband, Steve.  

Please be in prayer for our family and friends who are serving our country either stateside or overseas.   Pray daily for peace in our world, particularly in Libya and the Middle East, and for all who suffer the consequences of war.  We continue to pray for those who are hungry and for those who serve them.  Please be in prayer for the Lord to replenish the earth as He sees fit.  We also lift in prayer the families that are struggling with separation and divorce.  We pray for those affected by tornadoes, floods, earthquakes, wind and dust storms as well as fires.  

WE CAN’T THANK YOU ENOUGH!   

Thank you to……

All who helped to plan and prepare for as well as all who attended the Rally Sunday events.  We thank Colleen for leading us in tying quilts.  We thank Dianne & Travis Kilpatrick for hosting our rally time around the pool.  And of course we thank our current Education Hour teachers:  Lois Hickman, Lynn Raska, Mike Schliessmann, Pastor Jennifer, Emily Merkord, Ben Raska and Carrie Valentine.


Bunky Layton, Shirley Schliessmann, Pastor Jennifer and Pastor Skip for representing LCR at Deer Creek Devotions in September.  Your presence is appreciated by all of us!

To My LCR Family,

West Virginia was a mission trip straight from heaven. Everything about it was a godsend. Pastor Jennifer made the experience more than amazing, with her willingness to expose us to the amazingness of West Virginia -- that she did. One of the main changes I decided to make on the trip was to be as generous as pastor and our house family. All together I spent the week with who I now view as the most respectable people I've ever met. Even the difficult tasks we did there did seem like the exact right thing to be doing, no matter temperature nor amount of bugs swarming us. Being culturally exposed to the people of West Virginia, the simple, mountainous, open hearted people surrounding us, really put a perspective on the reason we were in such a blessed state. Thank you to all who helped send us on this amazing journey!!!








Holley Hickman
Prayer of farewell and godspeed


Over the past few months the following folks have journeyed to a new place of worship.  As a whole church of God, we send them with our blessings and love.  


Chester & Debbie Bammel


Peter & Kit Locke


Bobbie & Hugh Ellington

Please pray together:


In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received these persons and made them members of his Church.  When they came to this congregation we rejoiced to receive them into our fellowship in the Gospel.  In this community of faith they have heard the proclamation of God’s Word, which reveals his loving purpose for us and for all creation.  They have been nourished at Christ’s holy table and called to be witnesses to the Gospel.  God has blessed them in this fellowship and he has blessed us through them.


We encourage them to continue to receive and share God’s gifts in their new congregations as workers with us in the Kingdom of God.


Eternal God, we thank you for these people and for our life together in this congregation and community.  As they have been a blessing to us, so now send them forth to be a blessing to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

      
(Occasional Services, Published by Augsburg Fortress, 1982, pg. 151-152)

Community Happenings……

Wimberley Community-wide Burning Love Fire Benefit
This weekend, Saturday & Sunday, October 1-2nd on the Square and all over town.  Check out the music and put a donation in the jars to help support the efforts of the Smithville/Bastrop Disaster Relief.  Donated funds raised through the Burning Love benefit are going to go directly into the hands of organizations/individuals in the wildfire affected area.  (Smithville Volunteer Fire Department and MOMs of Bastrop are two organizations being considered.)  Additionally, a minimum of 25% of the funds raised are going to be staying local in a fund called MyNeighborsKeeper to help Wimberley residents after a local disaster occurs.

Look around town for locations of collection and music.  Join the Market Days bustle around Wimberley as we reach out to help our neighbors and friends. 

Eternal threads gathering

Head to the Square on Saturday or Sunday, October 8-9th and find the store Imagine…..A Fair Trade Craft Gallery (101 Henson St.).  ETERNAL THREADS is dedicated to improving the lives of women and children most at risk of extreme poverty, trafficking and other forms of exploitation, by providing sustainable livelihoods through income-generating projects.  Come to learn, shop and enjoy some live music and fellowship.  Be sure to meet Kami Turner, owner and operating of Imagine.  For more information, stop by the store, call 847-2022, or check out the flyers at the church.  
Wimberley Blood Drive


On Wednesday, October 12th at Chapel in the Hills from 8:45am-3:00pm.  Check out the flyers at the church for more information. Giving blood saves lives!

Walk for Habitat & Classic Car Show


Saturday, October 15th at the Wimberley United Methodist Church from 10am-2pm.  Come on over at 10am and sign up to walk.  Grab a t-shirt that has LCR listed as a sponsor (thank you to an anonymous donor)!  Take the nature walk and support the efforts of Habitat.  Then stop by and enjoy some classic cars and food.  Hope to see you there!

Living Waters:  Women at the Well


A dramatic interpretation of women in the New Testament will be presented by Community of Hope and St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Women.  Jane Liester Elwood is the actress of residence for the event on Saturday, October 22nd from 9:00am-Noon.  Light refreshments will be offered at the this FREE event.  For more information see the flyers at church or contact Carrie Watson @ 512-627-6623.

Being stewards of god’s money….
August
General Fund –


Total Giving $6,567


Mission Plan $8,000
 

Expenditures $2,000 over giving
Building Fund -






Total Giving $1,371


Mission Plan $1,821  

September
General Fund –


Total Giving $7,472


Mission Plan $8,000
 

Expenditures are approximately $2,000 over giving at the time of publication.

Building Fund -






Total Giving $1,825


Mission Plan $1,821  

Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all you produce.   (Proverbs 3:9)
November - Mark Your Calendars! – Watch for more details later. 


  6 – Quilt sale after worship


13 – Quilt sale after worship

20 – Deer Creek Devotions @ 3:30pm


        Community Thanksgiving Worship Service

	
	Happy Birthday
	
	
	
	Happy Anniversary


	10-03
	Delores Hill
	10-11
	Myrtle Thomas
	10-05
	Jerry & Dorothy Tasian

	10-03
	Chris Nichols

	10-22
	Holley Hickman
	10-20
	Matt & Emily Polhemus

	10-06
	Estelle Hill
	10-23
	Scott Snyder
	 
	 

	10-08
	Greg Gibson
	10-24
	Dalene Pearson
	
	

	10-08
	Natalie Merkord
	10-25 
	Beverly Ladzinski
	 
	 

	10-09
	Susan Hohmann
	10-26
	Carlie Tise
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	CONGRATULATIONS !

	Note:  If we missed your special day or printed it incorrectly, please notify the church office…








VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

	
	
	2
 
	9
 
	16
 
	23
 
	30  

	Readers
	10:00
	Blaine Nelson
	JoAnne Miller
	Dianne Kilpatrick
	Danny Hickman
	T Temoney

	Worship
Assistant
	10:00
	Colleen Kaye
	Mike Schliessmann
	Dirk Dierking
	Lois Hickman
	Shirley Schliessmann

	Acolytes
	10:00
	Natalie Merkord 
	Bella Raska
	Nick Merkord
	Hannah Raska
	Colten Kilpatrick

	Ushers

	10:00
	Merkords
	Raskas
	Weirs
	Dierkings
	Lori & Tripp Temoney

	Child Care
	10:00
	Emily/Natalie Merkord
	Hannah Raska
	 
	
	Delayne Leonard

	Hospitality
	10:00
	Beverly Ladzinski 
	Brenda Moore
	Gayle Weir
	Joan Mohr
	Lori Temoney

	Altar Guild
    
	10:00
	Beverly Ladzinski

	Brenda Moore
	Carol Dierking
	Shirley Schliessmann
	Shirley Schliessmann

	Counters
	
	James Hollinger
	Brandon Merkord
	Mettenbrink & Valentine
	Schliessmanns
	Colleen Kaye


	Flowers
	
	 
	Schliessmanns
	 
	Hollingers
	Hollingers


NOTE TO READERS:  The Scripture readings for the week you serve will be in your box at the beginning of the month.  We encourage you to take them home and read through them prior to your Sunday to share your gift with the congregation.  Pronunciation Guides are available – one under the Lecturn (where you read) and the other in the Church office.  
	IMPORTANT MESSAGE:

If you can’t be present on the Sunday you are signed up to serve, please remember to find your own replacement!!  

This is vital to making sure all leadership roles are filled each week.  

Thanks!   (




The Chronicles
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